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Another Crossroads!
a bon mot from jo+ –

We are at a crossroads again. 
On Saturday, June 16th at  a Special Electoral Convention 
of the Synod The Rt. Rev’d Gregg Kerr-Wilson was 
elected the 9th Bishop of the Diocese of Calgary. The 
Metropolitan for Ruperts’ Land, the Most Rev’d David 
Ashdown presided at the Synod beginning with a 
Eucharistic service in which the Synod was intentionally 
set. Archbishop Ashdown also interpreted the appropriate 
Canons that governed the Synod after the Chacellor read 
them to the gathering of the lay and clergy delegates.
At the end of 2011, The Right Reverend Derek Hoskin 
retired as the 8th Bishop of the Diocese of Calgary. Under 
his gentle pastoral leadership the diocese has experienced 
growth but also has seen challenges. Our next Bishop will 
face challenges from within and without the church. 
The Bishop-elect will be asked to join the visions of 
many churches into one. The direction we take in this 
new world with new forms of communications, in the 
church of the future, will rely upon the use of social 
media. With aging congregations and financial restraints 
we must learn to use all of the resources at our disposal to 
further the Kingdom of God. We all may not  be familiar 
with all the new means of communications, but we know 
it works. Indeed the Synod employed the use of electronic 
voting which expedited the voting process considerably.
Bishop Kerr-Wilson is 50 years of age, married with 
children. His seminary education was at  Nashotah House 
in Madison, Wisconsinin the USA, with a year at  Trinity 
College in Toronto. He graduated with his Master of 
Divinity cum laude from Nashotah House. 

Bishop Kerr-Wilson is currently the Bishop of 
Qu’Appelle, where he has served since May of 2006. His 
ministry has been grounded in being actively present with 
congregations through visitation – both for Sunday 
celebrations and in engaging with clergy, wardens, 
vestries and congregations in prayer, bible study and 
consultation on ministry and mission development. 
He has challenged each parish in Qu’Appelle to develop a 
Mission Action Plan, and has had a particular interest in 

the First Nations community to deepen ministry 
opportunities with indigenous peoples.
Bishop Kerr-Wilson is a self-described collaborative 
leader. As a servant leader, our bishop-elect  has said that 
that the real question for him is “not ‘what do we want’ 
but rather ‘what does God want of us.’” He intends to 
discover the vision “beginning with prayerful 
discernment, listening to the Holy Spirit’s leading, 
immersing ourselves in the great narrative of Holy 
Scripture and then listening to the communities and 
cultures within and amongst which we live and serve.”
“The Great  Commandment and Great Commission both 
articulate our Lord’s desire that  we be an extension of 
God’s mission in Christ  to the world.” He sees himself 
“spending time in congregations listening to, praying with 
and teaching in order to enable the vision to take shape 
and then be shared and in regional and synod gatherings.”
Our lay delegates and myself as the incumbent 
represented St. Andrew’s. Three nominees withdrew their 
names after the first  ballot. In total there were seven 
ballots, and our next  bishop was elected under a special 
canonical provision when the lay and clergy delegates 
have not reached a decision after five ballots. Bishop 
Kerr-Wilson had carried the lay delegates votes and The 
Venerable Ansley Tucker had carried the clergy 
delegates’ votes.
As required, Archbishop Ashdown called Bishop Kerr-
Wilson to see if he would accept  the results of the 
election. He replied that  he was honoured and humbled 
by the election results and accepted the call to be our next 
Bishop. The next  step towards Bishop Kerr-Wilson 
becoming our bishop is that the Provincial Bishops will 
be asked to concur in the election results. Then our new 
Bishop will be installed on Saturday, September 29th.
It  is my prayer that all of us at St. Andrew’s would 
consider attending the installation of our new Bishop. The 
crossroad facing our diocese will affect us all as we 
continue our faith journeys together.  Ω
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St. Andrew’s Log - a retrospective look at the life of the parish

•  St Andrew’s Day was celebrated on the Sunday closest 
to November 30th, our patron saint’s day. The St. 
Andrew’s Caledonian Society and Gaelic Choir took part 
in the Blessing of the Tartans with processions featuring 
bag pipes. 
•  The remainder of Advent  was marked by a 
collaborative greening of the church and later adding 
colour after the 4th Sunday of the season. The Advent 
wreath was lighted all four Sundays at Children’s time.
•  The Christmas Pageant was presented on the 3rd Sunday 
of Advent with the production of the newly written and 
performed enactment of the birth narrative by the Sunday 
School called “Star of the world” with the youth group 
taking all the readings for the day.
•  The Children’s service on Christmas Eve was an 
innovative telling of the story by viewing a film and then 
the children telling the story of Jesus’s birth and placing 
their own figures in the crèche. 
•  At our Annual Meeting of the Parish we constituted our 
new governing body – the Parish Council. This was 
formerly the Vestry. Our Rector’s Warden is now called 
Incumbent’s Warden, as our Incumbent  priest is the one 
licensed to be in charge of the parish, whether Priest-in-
Charge or Rector. We also passed a resolution that 
provided for a youth member of the Parish Council as 
mention in the lead column.
•  Later in February we had as our guests on Sunday 
February 12 the Order of Saint  Lazarus. In a God-incident 
(rather than a coincidence) the readings that day included 
the Old Testament reading about Naaman the Leper and 
the Gospel was the story in Mark of Jesus healing the 
leper.
•  Shrove Tuesday was celebrated with the parish family 
gathering to enjoy pancakes cooked by the Men of the 
parish. (Nothing is better than men in aprons flipping 
pancakes.) The children sneaked off to bury the Alleluia 
Banner for the duration of Lent.
•  Fellowship and good food was offered by the women of 
the church each Sunday during Lent  with their Lenten 
lunches, proceeds of which went  to the Diocesan Refugee 
Committee.
•  Our Lenten Study Series on Wednesdays nights was a 
DVD study by N.T. Wright. We had a study session, 
Evensong, then soup-er, followed by a reprise of the study 
session.
•  On Palm Sunday we held an evening Jazz Vespers, 
continuing the long tradition of Jazz at  St. Andrew’s with 
a young jazz ensemble from Vancouver: Andrea SUPER-
stein Quartet. In was an enjoyable evening. 
•  There were services at St. Andrew’s every day during 
Holy Week with the Way of the Cross, Maundy Thursday 
service, the reading of the Passion on Good Friday 
followed by our annual pilgrimage to Entheos, and Holy 
Saturday matins.
•  The Great  Easter Vigil was well attended. The light  of 

Christ  was accomplished without mishap this year and 
carried into the church to a trumpet fanfare written and 
performed for us by our choir director (and his sons).
•  On Easter Day we enjoyed the organized caos of the 
children digging up the Alleluia Banner and the annual 
indoor Easter Egg Hunt. I do not know what I enjoyed 
more, watching the 8 o’clockers hiding the eggs or the 
children finding them.
•  One of the hallmarks of our life at St. Andrew’s is the 
fellowship of coffee (and tea). Many of us look forward 
gathering at  the Lord’s Table, yes, but we also cherish the 
communion that  takes place over the coffee cup. Many 
thanks to the faithful coffee hostesses and hosts who 
make this time together possible!
•  On Pentecost I was seeing red because many of the 
parishioners wore red. The Altar Guild in their usual 
efficient and graceful manner had transformed the church 
with the beautiful red paramounts.
•  We have had informative Parish Breakfasts in the last  6 
months where we learned good ministry going on in other 
countries.
•  Ember Day Retreats are marked fur times a year on 
Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays that years ago were 
called Rogation Days that  tracked the agricultural 
seasons. We have added Ember Day Retreats this year, 
the best being “Experiencing Mary will all five senses.”
•  Our Togetherness Tuesdays “Chapter & Verse” 
gathered monthly to discuss the book of their choosing. 
Togetherness Tuesdays “Out–on–the–Town” dinner group 
met the end of each month at different restaurants for a 
meal and fellowship.
•  The evening service on 3rd Sundays called 
“JUBILATION, a celebration of song and supper” with 
wonderful music and tasty meals and fellowship has a 
loyal following and many visitors from other services and 
some from other traditions.
•  We have been blessed with the sound of music through 
the efforts of our dedicated choir, our talented organist, 
and especially our choir director, whose solos and trumpet 
accompaniment has filled our church with joy.
•  Our faithful Parish Council has met  monthly as well as 
special meetings to prepare the budget  and work out 
details for the Annual Meeting of the Parishioners.

•  We have been blessed with baptisms this year, but also 
the celebration of the lives of cherished parishioners who 
entered into new life after their deaths.

•  We look forward to summer services in our sanctuary 
filled with abundant God-light. But  we look forward to 
fall events as well: the “Blessing of the Backpacks” when 
our Sunday School restarts and a Celtic Jazz Vespers in 
October.  
Ω

       For more information call the office at 403-292-3234     or     go to  www.st-andrews-anglican-calgary.ca.     
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Parker’s Pen
One of the many experiences I enjoy about going on holiday is 
the opportunity to visit other churches.

Our last vacation took us to Spain and the UK. No English 
church that we could find in Barcelona but in the 30°C heat any 
stone built church is a sanctuary and that city offers many. The 
downtown cathedral that took some 600 years to complete is 
certainly impressive, and Gaudi`s massive La Sagrada Familia 
that may never get finished is a must see. Even from the outside 
as a throng of sightseers lined up all the way round the dream-
like architectural masterpiece would take more of our time than 
we were willing to give up.

But it still took a fair amount of the morning as we walked 
between the tourists craning their necks trying to identify the 
many different sculptures the facade offers.

Fascinating, but my favourite church building was the Basilica 
at the Montserrat Monastery; breathtaking mountain-top views 
from the outside and the most impressive home of the Blessed 
Black Madonna of Montserrat in the Sanctuary in which we 
crowded in to listen to the choir school sing the midday Salve 
followed by the Virolai.

                                               +

Our Sunday service was in the red-brick church of St. James in 
Northampton where we were made most welcome. Interestingly 
the nicely-robed choir marches down the aisle to the back of the 
church singing the processional hymn and around into the side 
chapel for prayers before facing each other in their pews.  A little 
different to the noisy confusion that starts a St. Andrew`s 
service.

                                               +

I`m always interested in how different church bulletins are 
designed and produced. This one is the same every week with 
hymn numbers and prayers printed on a separate insert sheet.

I also picked up a copy of the newsletter in which the Bishop of 
Brixworth had quoted:

The Church started out as a fellowship of men and women 
following Jesus Christ.  Then it spread to Greece and became a 
Philosophy. Then it spread to Rome and became an Institution. 
Then it spread to the whole of Europe and became a Culture. 
Then it spread to the United States and became an Enterprise. 
Perhaps its time to return to being a fellowship of men and 
women following Jesus Christ.

                                                +

The love of one another is the test of our love of God – Father 
Andrew.

                                                  

A friend gave me The Art of Worship: Paintings, Prayers and 
Readings for Meditation by the Reverend Nicholas Holtman, 
vicar of St. Martin-in-the Fields, London, for Christmas. It 
traces a relationship between the church and its Trafalgar 
Square neighbour, The National Gallery.

Naturally we made it part of our holiday pilgrimage and 
discovered in its crypt a great spot for a meal.

The entrance is in a courtyard to the north side of the church, 
down a circular stairway or a round, glass elevator through a 
gift shop and brass rubbing area. Under its vaulted brick 
ceiling you will find rows of tables and chairs filled with locals 
and visitors enjoying everything from sandwiches to huge 
plates of a variety of tasty hot meals. All being swilled down 
with a wine, beer or strong English tea.

One of the best and cheapest eating experiences in the city – 
well worth a visit.

                                                +

“I am slow to understand the obvious. I have been saying the 
Lord’s Prayer for lo these many years, and only recently did 
the words ‘thy kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven; click 
in my mind so that I understood that whenever, somehow or 
other, we manage to do God’s will, there is the Kingdom of 
God, right here and now.”

Madeleine L’Engle

                                                +

The apple on the tree didn’t cause the trouble; it was the pair 
on the ground.

                                                +

The EXPECTATIONS OF OUR BISHOP, published in the 
May edition of The Sower are enough to put anyone off. Who 
on earth is capable of filling all of those characteristics?

And one of my wishes didn’t even get a mention. It did 
suggest the new bishop should be a good communicator, but 
nothing about being media savvy. I want our new bishop to be 
front and centre in the media, always available and one who is 
always approached by reporters and columnists on religious 
matters. Bishop Fred does a fine job for the Romans and no 
matter if one agrees with everything he says or writes I admire 
him for voicing his strong opinions.

It’s been a long time since an Anglican bishop was quoted – 
even at the time when St. John’s decided to leave us for the 
RC’s.

I want Anglicans heard, to be proud of my church; so let’s 
hope for a bishop who becomes a go-to leader.

       For more information call the office at 403-292-3234     or     go to  www.st-andrews-anglican-calgary.ca.     

http://www.st-andrews-anglican-calgary.ca
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The SON came out

It was a chilly rainy Sunday day after a dark and 
stormy night. The St. Andrew’s family gathered on a 
farm west of Calgary. The sun broke through 
intermittently but sonshine was in the hearts of the 
faithful. So we invoked “Plan B” which was to set up 
our outdoor service inside the barn. 
Our “on the go” Eucharist basket mistakenly was left 
on the steps of the church after the 8 o’clock service. 
So we set the workbench altar with a hamburger bun 
as bread and our host’s delicious homemade rosé 
wine on a hand towel corporal with handkerchief 
purificators. Cowboy hats were used to collect the 
offering.
Partway through the service it stopped raining, and 
there was a hint of sun behind the clouds. The farm 
has a 180 degree unimpeded view of the mountains; 
we could see it snowing in the mountains. During 
communion the rain stopped. The children distributed 
percussion instruments to everyone, and we marched 
and sang and prayed and danced our way to the end 
of service.
The celebration of the Sunday School did not have to 
be postponed. There were sack races and 3-legged 
races and egg–spoon races. Our meal continued with 
hamburgers and hotdogs and picnic fare that 
everyone contributed.
God was praised. Everyone was fed with holy food 
and barbeque. It  was a glorious day. And we left 
vowing to do this more often.  Ω

The 30-hour Famine
Matt  Stobbs, the Youth Coordinator at  St. Andrew’s 
organized and orchestrated a 30-hour Famine the first 
weekend in June. The Youth Group held their 30-hour 
Famine to raise awareness of the plight of the hungry and 
to raise money for World Vision. Our Youth have always 
been blessed with enough, but that  weekend they 
experienced hunger themselves. They learned about 
hunger first hand, and they learned that  they can make a 
difference in fighting hunger. Their goal was to raise 
$1000 for World Vision. To date they have collected $1130 
from those that  sponsored them. They did have the 
opportunity to have fun and fellowship; and that they did. 
But they also prayed a lot and meditated. They 

learned a new tool for meditation: the Anglican Rosary. 
Their rosaries were blessed during the Sunday Morning 
Eucharist service where they broke their fast. 
Parishioners fixed them a full breakfast, and they went 
home for well deserved naps and a few more good 
meals.
A remarkable side benefit  of not eating for 30 hours is 
the affect the Youths’ self–imposed famine had on the 
entire parish. The youth are not the future of the church; 
they are the church. And those of us who have been 
around for a few more years, or many more years for that 
matter, were inspired by our Youth. The Youth were 
discipling us. They want  us all to be more aware of those 
who do not have enough. 
The first  question posed to all the nominees for bishop at 
the forums for delegates to meet them was about  how to 
reach our youth. This surely told the new Bishop where 
our hearts are. Our Bishop-elect when asked this 
question said that  the youth are equal members with the 
adults of the church. I believe that  we live into this 
concept of church in our parish. 
At our last  Annual Meeting of the Parish, we were at 
another crossroad when we passed a resolution to create 
a new member on our Parish Council (formerly our 
Vestry) who will serve for a one year term. Our youth 
group elected their representative who has taken an 
active role on the Parish Council. 
Our Youth Group are a vital part of the congregation, and 
they are not just growing in their own lives in Christ, but 
living into their adult ministries by cooking and serving 
meals, setting up the parish hall for the evening 
Jubilation services on 3rd Sundays, but also serving as 
servers and administrants for that  service. They have 
participated in the 10:30 services as servers and readers, 
as well as being nursery attendants and Sunday School 
helpers downstairs. I have to say again that  they have 
become models of discipleship for all of us. We have 
much to learn from them, and we benefit greatly from 
their energy and dedication.  Ω

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if liberal and conservative 
church people, who love to quarrel with each other, 
came to a common realization that the real issue 
confronting us is whether the news of God’s 
abundance can be trusted in the face of the story of 
scarcity?                            – Walter Brueggemann

       For more information call the office at 403-292-3234     or     go to  www.st-andrews-anglican-calgary.ca.     
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A Blessing

By Doreen Catley 

after attending a wonderful Church service at Leigh Blackwell’s
 Farm - Sunday June 10th - 2012.

I caught a glimpse of God today

While sitting in a barn on bales of hay -

The sky was dark and the cold wind blew free

But the mountain tops were lovely to see

An altar was placed in the open barn door

 And in the parishioners started to pour –

Our blended voices raised in prayer

Quickly filled the country air

We came to God’s table to sup from His cup

The love in our hearts went soaring up –

A family of friends – all seeking peace

There’s no doubt we found it – all were at ease

With Mother Nature, God and His love –

and each other

A Blessing from above.

       For more information call the office at 403-292-3234     or     go to  www.st-andrews-anglican-calgary.ca.     
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Know Thy Neighbours

Colin and Doreen Catley
Auto biographer Doreen Catley

Colin was born at home right here in Calgary. The 
youngest of 4 children – 1 brother John, 2 sisters - 
Stella and Helen – he grew up  roaming Nose Hill 
with friends, (he still enjoys a lunch date with those 
“boys” 3 times a year) attending Tuxedo Park and 
Balmoral Elementary and Jr. High Schools and 
Crescent Heights High. He did the typical ‘boy’ 
things – riding his bike, delivering The Calgary 
Herald. He can remember being awakened – at 6 
years of age – by the Herald paper boy  walking 
around declaring that WW2 had started. His brother, 
15 years older, immediately joined the army and was 
away for 5 years. Colin’s father Sydney was a Court 
Clerk at the Court House and his mother Elaine was 
a career home maker who also wrote and had 7 
books of poetry published. All of her writings are on 
display  at Waterloo University in Ontario. Her 
diaries, which have many details about the live 
shows held in the Grand Theatre and many other 
events are in the Glenbow Museum. A legacy the 
family is all very proud of. When Colin graduated 
from Crescent he went immediately to Canadian 
Western Natural Gas Co. and worked there for 1 
year. Always enamored by  flying, he decided to join 
the R.C.A.F. In 1952 he went to London, Ontario for 
basic training and then to Centralia to begin his 
training as a pilot. Upon graduation of preliminary 
Pilot training in 1953, he became a Pilot Officer. 
Advanced flying was in Portage la Prairie, Manitoba, 
where he received his wings. Upon returning to 
Calgary (after a grueling survival course in the wilds 
of the MacLeod River area – Cambridge Bay in the 
midst of winter – living in igloos and surviving on 
meager rations) he resumed his job with the Gas. 
Company and supervised the Data Processing Dept. 
He was also an auxiliary Pilot with the 403 Fighter 
Squadron where he flew P-51 Mustangs on week-
ends until 1956 when they were withdrawn from 
service, and until 1961 he flew C-45 Expeditors in a 
search and rescue 

capacity. He retired from the Air Force in 1961 when 
he became a Father for the fourth time. Upon leaving 
Canadian Western Natural Gas he was hired as 
Manager of Tuxedo Savings and Credit Union. He 
was Comptroller of Cowboys Hockey team for a 
short time and then went back to the Credit Union. 
system. He took an early retirement in 1993 and 
opened a small Tax Co. from which he has also just 
retired. 

Doreen was born in the General Hospital –the 
youngest of 4 children, 1 of whom had died before 
she was born. She had a brother Ernie and a sister 
Jean. When she was 4 her Father, Ernie Sr., joined 
the army at the beginning of WW2 and she didn’t see 
him again until she was 9. When he returned to 
civilian life he resumed his job for the C.P.R. 
Railway. Her mother was a career homemaker and 
Doreen remembers how stalwart her Mother Ivy was 
during those difficult years when her father was 
away. She had to clean other people’s homes, and 
work part time at a grocery store to make ends meet 
and feed 3 growing children. Her life revolved 
around her family and her Church – St. Michael and 
all Angels. Doreen grew up going to Church – not 
only every Sunday morning but for evensong as well. 
She did the typical things of the day – G.A. (known 
in her day as ship  mates) as a youngster – being in 
Sunday school and teaching same – joining the Choir 
at 11 where the highlight of her life was singing alto 
in “The Messiah” twice – at 11 and 18, being an avid 
member of Anglican Young Peoples Association 
under Canon Reeve. They  presented plays in 
competition with other churches and it  was great fun.  
She went to Balmoral and Stanley  Jones schools – 
the latter for only  one year - then back to Balmoral 
for Jr. High followed by Crescent Heights 
High. In Grade 10 she met Colin, who was in Grade 
12 and they started dating right away – the rest is 
history! Upon graduating from high school Doreen 
got a job at the Provincial Laboratory (Located 

       For more information call the office at 403-292-3234     or     go to  www.st-andrews-anglican-calgary.ca.     
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where Baker Park is now – it  was then the Baker 
Sanatorium for T.B. patients). It was a wonderful 
job being secretary to two pathologists. She went 
from there to the City of Calgary electric system. 

In 1954 Colin popped the question and they  were 
wed in September of that year. They were blessed the 
following year with a daughter, Colleen, followed 
quickly by a son, James, another daughter Elaine and 
a second son, Michael. Elaine was the first baby girl 
baptized in St Andrew’s Church just before 
Christmas 1958 and all of her children were baptized 
in our church and regularly attended Sunday school, 
which Elaine also taught.  The crowning glory  for 
Doreen and Colin was when Elaine’s 2 grandsons 
and their daddy were all baptized 2 years ago in our 
church. The circle of life. Is there anything more 
fulfilling? Colleen and her husband George are 
employed in the oil patch. Colleen is a Senior 
Geophysical Technician. They are avid sports 
enthusiasts – she has run countless marathons, 
breaking records many times. George has also 
competed in marathons and half marathons and done 
very well. A few years ago they both did not one but 
two treks in Nepal and found it  very stimulating and 
educational. She is Godmother to five of her nieces 
and nephews. Jim and his wife Leslie have two sons 
- Matthew and Daniel. Jim is the Academic Chair 
(IT. TCS, CNT) Computer Engineering Technology 
at SAIT. His wife Leslie is a dental Hygienist. 
Matthew and Daniel are graduating from University 
this spring. Daniel is a math teacher and Matthew is 
a business major. Elaine and her husband Gerry  have 
six children – five boys and one girl. Elaine was at 
home while her children were small, and then took a 
job at  Apex Credit Union for several years. 
Unfortunately their son R.J was tragically  killed in a 
car accident and she found that she could not face 
the inane things people were saying to her so she left 
there, going to work with her husband who shared 
ownership in a Construction Company. at that  time. 
He now works at Fort McMurray for CNRL. Elaine 
is a very busy young retiree. They now make 
theirhome in Carstairs. Two of their sons are in the 

Construction business and two are graduating from 
SAIT this spring - Don is a millwright and K.C is in 
Communications. Their 
daughter Alana has two little boys and is a busy 
homemaker with a small business she runs from 
home. Her husband David works on his family  farm 
during the summer and up north during the winter. 
Michael and his wife Kim have 2 children – Nathan 
and Samantha. Michael is the Director, Supply 
Management - Operations for Canadian Natural 
Resources Limited. Kim was a career homemaker for 
years but recently had a job working for the Town of 
Cochrane which she also enjoyed very  much. Their 
son Nathan is also graduating from his higher 
learning this spring. He attended Lethbridge 
University  for two years – finishing his courses at 
SAIT. He is a steam engineer and will be working at 
Cold Lake permanently. Yes - five grandsons 
graduating from U of C or SAIT! Amazing! 
Samantha, who also started her Education at U of L 
came to U of C to continue, has one more year to go 
which will be spent once again in Lethbridge.

Colin and Doreen began attending St. Andrew’s 
when it was held at Chief Crowfoot School and have 
never left it. They  both find the congregation loving 
and kind. They  both have taught Sunday School – 
Colin was treasurer for several years, and has been 
on the Vestry. He was also treasurer of the 
Community Association for 11 years. Doreen was in 
the Choir for years until her health failed to the point 
that she could no longer attend practices or walk up 
the aisle and sit in the pews. Unfortunately she was 
still very  young when this happened and for years 
has only been able to do things from her home such 
as Prayer chain and Prayer shawls. Her hobbies 
include reading, making cards, watching TV, 
listening to music and enjoying nature. The Catley 
family is her life! Colin is Treasurer of the Air Crew 
Association and an avid member of same, he makes 
wine and has walked to Edmonton and back several 
times on his treadmill! He also loves to putter in the 
garden. They are so happy that they found this Parish 
and both wish to be here for a very long time.

       For more information call the office at 403-292-3234     or     go to  www.st-andrews-anglican-calgary.ca.     
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8Know Thy Neighbour -Mitchell and Ruth Freeman
Biographer – Doreen Catley

Mitchell was born in Toronto, the youngest of three 
children. He has a sister who lives in Beamsville, 
Ontario and a brother who passed away in 2011. 
Mitch attended Port Credit Secondary School, and 
after graduating he pursued a bachelor’s degree in 
biology  at McGill University. He also took some 
courses in the anthropology of religion and religious 
studies. His interest in religion led him to study 
divinity at Trinity College in Toronto after 
graduating from McGill. Many years later he 
completed a graduate degree in natural resources and 
the environment at the University of Calgary.

Mitch left Toronto in 1983 to look for work in 
Vancouver. He had relatives throughout the west and 
was attracted to the mountains. There was no work in 
Vancouver at that  time so he broadened his search to 
other cities and found work in Social Services in 
Calgary in the fall of 1983. This work was with an 
agency that provided social services to adults with 
mental illness. In 1986 he had the opportunity to 
become Anglican Chaplain at  the University of 
Calgary. He was Chaplain from 1986 to 1995 at 
which time the diocese discontinued funding. In 
1995 he enrolled in the U of C as a graduate student 
and did a master’s degree in resources and the 
environment, focusing on resource co-management 
regimes with Aboriginal groups. After graduating 
from the U of C, he worked for the Arctic Institute of 
North America as a professional associate for about 
three years. He then worked on his own as a 
consultant for another six years. He taught a course 
in The Role of Traditional Knowledge in Northern 
Community Development at the U of C and worked 
on land use mapping with First Nations in Southern 
Alberta. He also worked on population studies with 
First Nations in B.C. and the NWT. In 2006, Mitch 
joined the Cultural Sciences Group at Golder 
Associates in Calgary and is the Senior Advisor on 
Aboriginal Engagement and Traditional Studies. His 
work genera l ly  involves cont r ibu t ing to 
environmental assessments by  assessing the potential 
effects of projects on the traditional activities of 

Aboriginal groups, and advising clients on formal 
consultation with Aboriginal groups. 
Ruth was born in Barrie, Ontario, the eldest of three 
girls. One sister lives in Ontario and the other lives in 
Tasmania, Australia. She studied mathematics at 
Queen’s University  and geography at  Carleton 
University. She came to Calgary  just after Mitch 
moved here in 1983 and they were married shortly 
after that. 

Before moving to Calgary, Ruth was involved in the 
retail book industry  and was Assistant  Manager of 
the WH Smith stores in downtown Toronto. After 
moving to Calgary she became the manager at the 
University  of Calgary  Credit Union which later 
became part of Apex Credit Union. She remained 
employed there until their son Martin was born in 
1991. While Martin was in public school, Ruth was 
very active in the parents’ council of Knob Hill 
School. She and others worked very hard to keep the 
school open during the time that the CBC was 
closing schools. 

Mitch became a member of our congregation a few 
years after he became Chaplain of the U of C. He 
chose not to be ordained, and developed a close 
working relationship with John Pilling whom he had 
asked to assist with Eucharist at  the University each 
Thursday. It was a result of this relationship that 
brought Mitch to us. Like so many others he has 
grown to enjoy the fellowship of the other 
parishioners and can think of nothing negative about 
the Church. Mitch and Ruth have one son, Martin 
who is 20 years old. He has his private pilot’s licence 
and will be attending Okanagan College this fall to 
get his commercial pilot’s licence

Ruth and Mitch have similar interests which include 
skiing, hiking, and general outdoor activities. Mitch’s 
main hobby is amateur radio, and although his level 
of activity on the air has fluctuated over 
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the years he has always been active in the hobby in 
some form. He also enjoys fly fishing and dreams of 
the day he can do it much more often. Mitch helped 
with the Sunday school from time to time when 
Martin was younger. He sang in the choir at St. 
Paul’s Anglican Church in Mississauga while in 
public school and junior high but we haven’t talked 
him into singing with us! Mitch was a member of the 
Vestry  for three years about the time that John Pilling 
retired. He is now People’s Warden and currently 
attends Vestry/Parish Council meetings. Mitch is the 
Secretary of the Wild Rose (Calgary) Chapter of the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association, an 
international association for radio amateurs licensed 
25 years or longer.

Mitch and Ruth both enjoy travelling and have a 
cabin in the Shuswap  area of B.C. that they enjoy 
going to as often as they can. During the summer 
Ruth and Martin live there and Martin works for 
Waterway Houseboats as a dock supervisor. Ruth 
enjoys growing tomatoes, feeding the hummingbirds, 
and working on many other projects. Both she and 
Martin are strong swimmers and each summer they 
make a point of swimming across Mara Lake (just 
over a mile) Mitch joins them as often as he can on 
long week ends and other time off, and finds the 
drive through the mountains to be one of the most 
pleasant drives in the world. They  also enjoy 
travelling to visit relatives in Ontario or Tasmania. as 
well as planning trips to other off the beaten track 
locations.  On the family  day weekend they took a 
cheap flight to Whitehorse to watch the finish of the 
Yukon Quest dog sled race and to do some early 
Christmas shopping. In 2009 the family went to 
Iceland for 10 days and drove around the island. 
Other past  trips include Repulse Bay (Nunavut) to 
visit a friend for 2 weeks and a trip to the Cook 
Islands.  They have fantasies of doing a trip to the 
Antarctic or Patagonia. On day to day basis Mitch 
spends time puttering with radios and reading. Since 
Martin got his pilot’s licence, both Ruth and Mitch 
enjoy going flying with him whenever the 
opportunity arises.

What an interesting couple! It was a happy day for us 
when Mitch met John Pilling and that they 
eventually became members of our church family. 
May all of their dreams and fantasies for those 
wonderful trips come to fruition and may God bless 
them both as they go. We are very fortunate to have 
these two people in our congregation and wish them 
many more years of happiness with us.

Women’s Potluck Supper  
June 8 2012 at Jeanne Mosca’s Home

The Fisherman’s Log is published bi-annually and is 
intended to capture the life of the St Andrew’s 
community. If you wish to contribute an article please 
contact the Editor.
  Editorial Staff
Editor.........................Susan Chivers (chiverss@telus.net)
Publisher.......David Hoskyn(davidhoskyn@hotmail.com)
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Some memories of St Andrew’s Country Church,

 June 10 2012
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Jesus of Palestine Course at St. 
Georges College, East Jerusalem.

In October 2011, I travelled to Israel to follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus. I decided to go on my own so that 
I would meet new people from all over the world. 
And that I did while attending the 2 week course 
Jesus of Palestine at the Anglican St George’s 
College. I then also went on to Jordan for a week 
with a small group from the college to revisit all the 
sites in this wonderful country, which Doug and I 
had been to in 2001. Our guide Hani enjoyed hearing 
about our experiences ten years previously, and on 
leaving he said to me, “Third trip to Jordan is on the 
house.” Petra is a site that I could visit  over and over 
again.

The following is how the college's website describes 
their experience:  “If you are planning to visit 
theHoly  Land, St. George’s College Jerusalem is for 
you! Situated only  a few minutes from the Old City 
of Jerusalem, St. George’s provides year round 
courses that combine academic study, spirituality and 
travel. Faith is transformed as you encounter the land 
and reflect with other course participants on the 
meaning of Christian discipleship. Understanding is 
enhanced as you listen to trained guides and 
academics. Regular worship and discussion sessions 
help  you to meditate on the experience. With St 
George’s all your needs will be taken care of as you 
visit the holy  places, meet the people of the land and 
study the Bible in a new context. Situated in the 
grounds of the Anglican Episcopal Cathedral, St. 
George’s College is one of the institutions of the 
Diocese of Jerusalem. Ecumenical and interfaith, the 
College is open to people of all traditions. Courses 
are taught in English and are open to everyone, 
clerical and lay. After your St. George’s course you 
will read the Bible with new eyes, see Christian faith 
in the light of history, and appreciate the complexity 
of a multi-faith society.”

The Very Rev Graham Smith became the new Dean 

of the college in October 2011. Canadian born, but 
raised in the States, he came to the college after 
many years serving a parish in Chicago. Graham is 
busy  updating the buildings at the college, injecting 
new ideas and courses and travelling mainly in North 
America and Australia promoting the college. 

He is working hand in hand with the Palestinian 
staff, most of whom have been at the college for 
many years lending assistance to the Bishop  of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, Suheil Dawani, a 
Palestinian native from Nablus, West Bank. The Very 
Revd Hosam Naoum a fellow Palestinian, has just 
been named Dean of the Cathedral and between 
these 3 priests and volunteer and visiting clergy  there 
are services every day of the week. Revd Hosam 
preaches on Sunday in both languages at  the 9:30 
Arabic service and then preaches again in English at 
the 11am service. The day I attended both services, 
his sermon at the later service was totally different 
from the earlier one. The services at the Cathedral 
are truly inspirational and the organ music is 
amazing. 

The Diocese of Jerusalem covers five countries and 
is home to almost thirty parishes. Their healthcare 
and education ministries are active and growing 
across the region with the provision of hospitals, 
clinics, rehabilitation centres, and schools. Alongside 
these ministr ies the Diocesan Peace and 
Reconciliation department continues to work at 
strengthening the interfaith dialogue with fellow 
Jews and Muslims. Their Kids4Peace programme in 
turn strives to educate the next generation in a 
language of tolerance and acceptance. The St 
George’s School run by the Diocese is attached to the 
College and has 80% Muslim students and 20% 
Christian students. 

My time at St George’s College was truly a God 
given experience and I recommend it to anyone who 
has thought of travelling to the Holy Land. It is 
especially good if you are travelling alone as meeting 
so many people from many other countries is very 
stimulating. I am keeping in touch with many of 
them. Israel is now a very safe place to travel with no 
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incidents happening for several years. The one thing 
the college offers more than I think other Holy  Land 
tours is an unbiased view of the present situation. 
After following in the footsteps of Jesus during the 
day, in the evenings speakers from all groups spoke 
to us and gave us their views of life in Israel. There 
were two Jewish speakers, two Muslim speakers and 
the Christian Dean and Bishop. Then you were given 
the opportunity to ask questions and later as a group 
discuss what we had learned. If you are interested in 
attending St George’s College, please speak to me 
and I would love to share more of my experiences. 
After travelling in the Holy Land, you truly do see 
the Bible in a totally new light. 

Yours in Christ

Jackie Leach

+

For the Choir

25 Books Every Christian Should Read

A Guide to the Essential Spiritual Classics by Julia L. 
Roller is a wonderful resource. Richard Foster, Dallas 
Willard, Phyllis Tickle, Chris Webb, and a diverse 
editorial board of leaders have identified 25 books that all 
Christians should read (in no particular order):

• Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis
• The Cost of Discipleship by Dietrich Bonhoeffer
• The Divine Comedy by Dante Alighieri 
(Everyman’s Library Classics, #183)
• Confessions by Augustine of Hippo
• Revelations of Divine Love, Julian of Norwich
• The Poems of Gerald Manley Hopkins by Gerald 
Manley Hopkins
• The Return of the Prodigal Son by Henri Nouwen
• The Cloud of Unknowing, Anon., James Walsh 
Translator
• The Seven Storey Mountain by Thomas Merton
• A Testament of Devotion by Thomas R. Kelly
• The Wisdom of the Desert: Sayings from the Desert  
Fourth Century
• Practice of the Presence of God by Brother 
Lawrence
• The Pilgrim’s Progress, John Bunyan
• The Philokalia, Volume 1: The Complete Text; 
Compiled by St. Nikodimos of the Holy Mountain & 
St. Markarios of Corinth by Kallistos Ware 
• Pensées by Blaise Pascal
• Institutes of the Christian Religion (2 Volume Set) 
by John Calvin 
• The Interior Castle, St. Teresa of Avila
• The Brothers Karamazov by Fyodor Dostoyevsky 
• Dark Night of the Soul by Juan de la Cruz 
• The Way of the Pilgrim Anon.
• A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life by 
William Law
• The Holy Rule of St. Benedict by St. Benedict of 
Bursia
• Orthodoxy by G. K. Chesterton
• On the Incarnation by St. Anthanasius
• The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis

*********************
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