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Mark 1:40-45
A young man of 17 spoke of the of the miracles of modern medical technology

“Computers, Mom, they’re doing God’s work!  They’re not Jesus, Mom, but

they’re doing God’s work.”  [David Schwab]  In response, his mom Betty Lynn

Schwab wrote this poem, this prayer, “Healing in Our Computer Age”

Surprising, life-giving God,
when Jesus walked among us
he cured the lame
made the blind to see
healed the wounded
and ended epileptic seizures in the young.

Today in Britain,
a brilliant physicist writes and talks
with a speech synthesizer.

Today in America
a computer bypasses the optic nerve and eye
and a blind teenager sees.

Today in Canada
micro surgery repairs a fetal hernia
before his birth into our world.

Today around the world
focused radiation shrinks tumors
medical imaging reveals it’s just a cyst
an implanted electrode enables the brain-
injured to walk
and delicate robotic surgery repairs an
elderly man’s heart with a piece of vein
from his own leg.

Ours is not a perfect world.
Risk is part of every choice and act.
Not all tumors shrink.
A solution is found too late.

Life support must be shut off.
Unforeseen damage comes.

Yet we have much for which to give you
thanks and praise:
our growing knowledge of the human body,
computer technology increasingly able to
restore and give back life,
medical science pushing back frontiers
of disease,
new medical procedures,
successful new drugs,
dedicated nurses, technicians, and
doctors,
patients willing to try,
people living in hope,
people working hard.

Like Lazarus and the kneeling leper,
like the centurion’s servant and Tabitha,
we bow in gratitude before you.

Surprising, life-giving God, we pray for
your Wisdom and your help:
help us in our sickness and our health,
in our living and our dying;
inspire those working on our frontiers.
Guide us all in hopes and fears.
May your vision of a healing world be born.

In the name of the One who healed
And whose Spirit heals today, Jesus Christ.



What are we to make of Jesus’s healing miracles?  What are we to make of the

healing of the leper in today’s Gospel?  What are we to make of the twelve who

later are commissioned to bring the good news and to cure diseases?

There are those among us who believe that we have witnessed miracles.  We claim

that miracles are a daily occurrence just across the street from here at the Foothill’s

Hospital.  Or just over two weeks ago at The Peter Loughheed.  Modern medicine

is nothing short of miraculous, is it not?  Some might say that it is humankind’s

doings, all these modern medical miracles.  To those I would ask – would you limit

God’s creative powers?  Cannot God’s creation continue to evolve through our

human knowledge?  Why can’t doctors and nurses and technicians and researchers

working on the frontier be an extension of the twelve that Jesus gave the mission of

healing to?  Why can’t we all – all the intercessors in the church – pray with the

same authority as those that Jesus first commissioned to heal?

What will we pray for shortly?  Do we really want a miracle?  Do we want relief

from suffering?  There are also those who prayed for healing and later asked why

their loved one was not healed -  why God did not grant them their miracle.  Dare

we risk that our prayer will not be answered in the way we want?

A close friend with MS was in constant pain for years from a broken hip and still

gets around in a wheel chair most days.  She was somewhat distressed by the

comments of a number of good kind hearted Christian people who told her that her

suffering has been an inspiration, that surely it must be in God’s plan, and that

some good will come from her pain, My brothers and sisters, as I told her, I tell

you now: “God just doesn’t work that way.”

Can suffering really be as CS Lewis says in The Problem of Pain “God’s

megaphone to rouse a deaf world?”  Suffering and loss are inevitably natural



opportunities for growth.  But, surely God would never cause suffering – and

certainly not just for the purpose that we observers might learn from another’s

pain.

We believe that our prayers are heard by a loving God who never leaves us alone --

even when there is no healing, or when our modern medicine does not restore

health to diseased tissue, or when a cure comes too late.

The leper came to Jesus and knelt believing that this healer would make him clean.

Jesus defied the laws of the Pharisees and touched the unclean man.  Immediately

the leprosy left him. And the former leper went about bringing the good news of

his cure to everyone so that Jesus was sought out everywhere by those who were in

need of a cure. The leper claimed his healing as a miracle and gave Jesus the

credit.

While I have been here only a short while, I see that we here at St. Andrew’s are in

need of Jesus’s healing touch.  Many are in pain or conflicted over the losses that

the parish has experienced at the end of last year.  People want to tell their story

and they want closure – – and they want to be healed. If we would but trust as did

the leper in Mark’s story, then all we need do is to come to Jesus and beg him to

heal us. We may never have the entire story, but we can have the closure we so

long for. But we have to ask. We have to humble ourselves before the Lord and say

as the leper did: “If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean” “If you choose, you can

make me clean.” We know that Jesus will choose to hear us and make us whole.

Healing may come in a form that we do not recognize. My physical healing – that

continues to take place incrementally day by day is a very obvious and an apparent

medical miracle of sorts. It will not surprise most of you that I prayed for and with

my team in the operating theatre just before my surgery and claimed God’s healing



power for them. Was it an inappropriate time and place – some might think so –

but I wanted them to know that I was entrusting God’s healing power to them.

They were doing God’s work.

Just so, when you listen to a friend whose heart is troubled or broken by what they

feel is a breach of trust or the church’s failure to heal itself, you are God’s agent of

healing.  Whoever comes to you and says in their own way “If you choose you can

heal me” that person is entrusting God’s healing power – and their healing – to

you. You and your friend can then claim a miracle – a healing in God’s name.

Now that is proclaiming the good news.  But are we not called to claim the love of

God who is always with us in our pain and in our loss and in our disappointment?

Is that not an even more powerful proclamation that the Kingdom of God has come

near.

Here today we too have the power and authority to proclaim the kingdom of God

and to heal.  We are doing God’s work.  We are not Jesus, but we are doing God’s

work.

In the name of the One who healed, and whose Spirit heals today.  Amen.


