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John 20:19-31

On the first day of the Resurrection –Easter – our Lord appeared to the disciples

who had locked themselves in a room for fear of the authorities. But Jesus breaks

down the barriers that are between them and the world. They need not face the

authorities, the world, the future with fear or anxiety, but rather with the peace of

the Lord. In John’s Gospel Jesus’s appearance was to the entire faith community

(and to us) not just the apostolic leadership of the remaining 11 disciples. By his

appearance and by revealing his hands and feet to them his abiding presence in

their lives changed their sorrows into joy. Mary’s weeping changed instantly to joy

when our Lord’s appearance became real to her. My brothers and sisters, we have

that same assurance. Christ is present with us. This is real and true! Peace be with

you! There is no need to be fearful.

Our Christ gave us the gift of peace that can calm all our fears. But Christ goes

one more step further. He breathes on them and gives them another gift – that of

the Holy Spirit. And with that gift comes the ability to forgive sins. Again I remind

us that this gift is for the entire community -- for us. In John the resurrection,

Jesus’s appearance to the community, the ascension, and the giving of the Holy

Spirit all are conflated into Easter Day. So here Jesus is empowering all his

followers and us to forgive one another. We are given the power for the “spirit-

inspired mission of continuing Jesus’s work in the world.” Indeed it is the

community’s responsibility to forgive sins.
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In our Anglican tradition, it is the priest who is licensed and commissioned to

absolve sins, but Jesus clearly empowered all believers to forgive. That said, to

John’s 2nd century followers of Jesus sin was falling away from believing not a

“moral or behavioral transgression.” Sin to John’s community meant blindness to

God as revealed by Jesus. But as a practical matter, spiritual blindness does lead us

to slipping morally.

At the risk of being irreverent, I want to share an appearance story. It is a 2009

story that is the stuff of modern paranoia turned to a ridiculous news bulletin. As

some of you know, one of our sons lives in New Orleans where he works for the

State of Louisiana Board of Education. He coordinates volunteers who come to the

city to help rebuild the schools after the flooding following Hurricane Katrina.

Well, this child has always had a great sense of humor. The week before Holy

Week, on April 1st, yes, on April Fools’s Day Troy posted a memo on the bulletin

board at his office. It read:

I believe that I may have invented a time machine. This is a courtesy

notice that I believe that I will be materializing at this very spot this

Friday at 10:00 AM. Again, this is merely a courtesy notice so that

you will not be standing here at that time. I will not be arriving in a

Delorian; I will not be covered in slime, and I will not be half man,

half fly. This is not a movie, after all.

And he signed his name New Yort (which is “new Troy” spelled

backwards, his stage name and the name he uses when he signs his

paintings).

Well, that week he had hundreds of volunteers in town, so he was out of the

office Thursday clearing debris from school yards, on Friday he was picking up a
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truckload of paint, and on Saturday and Sunday he was painting a school, and

Monday was his day off. He arrived in his office Holy Tuesday to find that

someone had overacted – to say the least – and thought that the memo was a bomb

threat. The police and FBI had been called. Everyone was evacuated that Friday

while dogs came in to search the building. Noone had called Troy to alert him.

Troy was incredulous, he thought: “How does a time machine equal a bomb?”

But to his credit he was not fearful of his supervisors – and he trusted that they

would forgive him. Troy spent the next day going to everyone all the way to the

State School Board Supervisor. His closest boss laughed and went with him as they

worked their way up the chain of command and she continued to snicker at each

meeting. Troy still has a bit of residual fear because New Yort now has Police and

FBI files with reports of the time machine/bomb threat. The fall out from his April

Fool’s joke at the very worst is  that he may lose his job and perhaps even be

prosecuted and at the very least he may never be able to run for public office

unless someone with some practical sense is willing to expunge his “record” from

the authorities’ files.

Needless to say he did not appear via a time machine in the hallway in front of

the bulletin board at his office.

But our Lord did appear to his disciples without the benefit of unlocking and

opening the door. He appeared to the entire community of his followers and his

inner circle of disciples. And he said “Peace be with you!” He gave them the

wonderful gift of peace. And so that they themselves might carry on his work he

gave them another gift – that of the Holy Spirit so that they would be equipped to

forgive one another. We too have received those same gifts, my friends. There is

no need to be fearful or anxious - or to lock ourselves away – in a place of

supposed safety – there is no need to call in the bomb squad. We have all we need.
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We have been given all we need for a full life in Christ – the peace that passes all

understanding and the breath of kindness and forgiveness from the Holy Spirit.

When we pass the peace during this service let us recall the one from whom we

received the marvelous gift of peace. And let us truly offer that sign – that hand –

of peace to one another and remember that we also received another gift – the

ability to forgive. Then we must take that peace and offer of forgiveness to the

world when we leave worship today.

My prayer is for peace when we are fearful. And when we forget that we have

been gifted with all that we need to live in peace, we have one another to unlock

the door.

Peace be with you!  Amen.


