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Easter Day has brought us the resurrection. Jesus has appeared to the Apostles and to 

others. He has promised that the Holy Spirit will come to be their guide. He has returned 

to God, he has ascended. Now in today’s reading from Acts the 11 remaining apostles 

along with “certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers, 

returned to Jerusalem and gathered in an “upper room.” In our translation from the Greek 

adelphio is called brothers, but that is really an over simplification from the original 

meaning: the gathering likely included brothers, yes, but also sisters, foster brothers and 

sisters, cousins, neighbours, and those who shared the same beliefs. And the women were 

understood to be Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Susanna, and other women who were among 

Jesus’s Galilean followers.  

So now between Ascension and Pentecost, Peter has emerged as the leader of the 

adelphio who numbered 120. By Jewish law there were to be 12 apostles, one leader for 

each of the 10. After Judas’s death Peter said that the 12 must be reconstituted to fulfill 

what was foretold in the Old Testament. So another leader was to be chosen from among 

the faithful, those who has witnessed the whole of Jesus’s earthly ministry and his 

resurrection. (Verses 18 – 20 likely were omitted in our lectionary because they describe 

the gruesome fate of Judas who though his ministry of betrayal was a necessary evil it 

was evil none-the less.) So to complete the 12, two names were proposed. They prayed 

and then they cast lots to choose between the two. 

Shall we cast lots to determine our new leader here at St. Andrew’s? I dare say that we 

might not trust a Magic 8 Ball to tell us who our next rector should be? Yet when the 

disciples wanted to fill the vacancy in their leadership they had two candidates: Joseph 



and Matthias. So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Matthias so he was “added to the 

eleven.” But they were both faithful followers of Jesus. Let us suppose that they both had 

a happy demeanor. Neither of them followed the advice of the wicked, or had they taken 

the path that sinners tread, nor had they sat at the seat of scoffers. They meditated on the 

law of the Lord day and night. Right! Were these two the most faithful of all Jesus’s 

followers? (Paul identified others as apostles, not just the 12. Andronicus and Junia (a 

woman) [Romans 16:7] and Apollos [I Cor. 4:6, 9] and Barnabas [I Cor 9:5-6] and 

James, the brother of Jesus [Gal. 1:19], Epaphroditus [Phil. 2:25] and Silvanus and 

Timothy [I Thess. 2:7 with 1:1] and often Paul speaks of himself as an apostle [passim]. 

Luke also names Barnabas an apostle [14:14]. John identifies a Samaritan woman as an 

apostle [John 4:4-42] and Mary Magdalene is portrayed as an apostle, even an apostle to 

the apostles [John 20:1-2, 11-18].) 

But I digress… In our reading we have the two, Joseph and Matthias. Which of the 

two would be like trees planted by streams of water? Which of them would most fruitful 

in carrying on their Lord’s ministry? Well, both are worthy, so well, let’s just roll the 

dice. This is no casting of votes, for it is God who does the choosing through the casting 

of lots. When the people of the OT “inquired of the Lord” technically they were asking 

divine guidance using a priest or prophet or Urim and Thummim, the sacred lot that were 

used in making decisions. Urim and Thummim were a set of stones that were used by the 

priest to answer “yes or no” questions concerning the will of God. (You may have 

noticed my Magic 8 Balls, my Urim and Thummim on the bookshelves in my office.) 

The disciples clearly were seeking God’s will in their choice between Joseph and 

Matthias by casting lots. But what cannot be discounted is the prayerful attitude of those 

in that upper room who were seeking God’s will through prayer and their ancient manner 

of allowing God to choose. It is that prayerful approach to decision-making that I want to 

speak to. 



Over the next few weeks, the wardens will be forming the search committee for St. 

Andrew’s new rector. An essential part of the their task will be to write a prayer for the 

parish to join with them in the process of choosing our new leader. The search committee 

will be commissioned by the congregation during service early in the summer. But we all 

will be part of the process in a number of ways, the most important way will be praying 

together, intentional prayer for God to be an essential part of the search process to choose 

our new leader. 

I would be remiss if I did not incorporate John’s Gospel into our thoughts about 

prayer, because today we heard one of the most beautiful prayers in the New Testament. 

Jesus prays for his disciples: that they might be one (that there be unity among his 

followers), that they may have joy– the joy of the assurance of eternal life, that they be 

protected from the influence of the world’s evil ways, and lastly he prays for God to 

sanctify them to proclaim the truth to the world to enable them to fulfill his mission in the 

world. Jesus prays for his own, his disciples, his apostles. And by extension he continues 

to pray for his own – he prays for us, my friends. He is active in our lives and our 

ministries. This is the awesome and powerful truth. Jesus Christ prays for us – for US. 

The prayer conduit to God is two-way. We pray to God through his son, Jesus, who was 

one of us, and Jesus also prays for us. 

Our decision-making in the church is made in prayerful consideration. Sometimes we 

feel as though the judgments we make are arbitrary, totally arbitrary, as though we were 

rolling dice, casting lots without the input of God. Imagine with me a church where God 

is in total control. Squint up your eyes and see a church where God chooses out next 

leader. We may be faced with a number of good and faithful servant/shepherds to choose 

from, perhaps even a Joseph and a Matthias – or a Madeline. Our search committee, in 

the not so distant future, may need to place in God’s hands who is to be called, a Joseph 

or a Matty, perhaps both equal in their faith and faithfulness. But choices must be made, 



and so we must ask God to intervene in our choosing. 

We do not learn about Mathias’s ministry triumphs, nor do we know what became of 

Joseph and how he dealt with not being chosen. I like to think that Joseph became one of 

the best witnesses to Jesus in the world, that he became a missionary success, even 

without the title of apostle. My friends, we do not need to be a Matthias. We can carry on 

the mission of the church as a Joseph. We do not necessarily need to become a 

missionary to witness to Jesus’s saving work. (Mentors are needed right here in Calgary 

for the national church’s refugee mission work.) Not all of us are called to serve as 

captain of a team ministry but we could work together with the team to show hospitality 

serving at fellowship meals or serving strangers at a soup kitchen. And we all don’t have 

to be preachers to spread the word of God to our neighbours. We don’t need to sing in the 

choir to pray twice in song. We don’t have to be an official greeter to welcome a 

newcomer to our church. And I don’t have to be the only one to tell the story; you don’t 

have to wear a collar to be a minister.  

The close family of believers, the adelphio in the upper room, asked for God to guide 

their decision and Matthias came to minister to them as the 12th apostle. My prayer is that 

we will continually ask for God’s guidance when we choose our own ministries, when we 

choose those who will minister in our name as lay leaders, and when we choose our new 

minister to serve and lead us. And let us always trust that Jesus is praying with and for us. 


