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Sunday after the Ascension 
May 24, 2009 

John 15:26-16:4a 
 
 

Easter Day has brought us the resurrection. Jesus has appeared to the Apostles and to 

others. He has returned to God, he has ascended. Now in John’s Gospel we hear the third 

promise that the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, the Paraclete, will come to be our guide. This 

3rd assurance that we will not be left alone is set between two cautions to the disciple that 

the faith community will experience hate from the world. The Holy Spirit will be witness, 

yes, but will also be among them so that they may testify about Jesus, that they like John 

the Baptist, the Samaritan woman, Jesus’s works and words themselves, and even God 

are to witness to the saving works of Jesus’s life death, and resurrection. 

The Holy Spirit will speak with and for the community of believers when they are 

persecuted. Jesus tells them these things, he reiterates his promise of sending a helper to 

them so that they will not stumble, so that they “should not be offended” as the King 

James version says, meaning to fall away from their faith, to go astray. These faithful 

ones to whom Jesus is speaking have been with him from the beginning and have seen 

the hatred and abuse Jesus has suffered throughout his ministry and at the hands of his 

accusers and executioners. So he warns them to keep the faith and to see their own 

persecution as a continuance of his ministry and teaching and not something that will 

cancel out his work with them. Jesus tells his faithful believers that they will be put out of 

the synagogues, excommunicated, if you will. Remember that all of the disciples were 

good Jews. Persecution is one thing, but being unable to worship God in the temple was 

something altogether different. In the synoptic Gospels, persecution because of believing 

in Jesus was a common theme, but in John it takes on a new meaning, because the Gospel 

was written when Jesus’s followers indeed were being persecuted and prevented from 

worshipping in their usual manner in the synagogue. The conflict between John’s 
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community of Jesus followers and the Jewish religious leadership was real, and worship 

of Jesus as God’s son was the root cause of the persecution. The Jesus movement 

understood that the incarnation was essential to fully knowing God. And to the Jewish 

leaders this was heresy. This was the ultimate cause for Jesus’s persecution death and his 

believers were being threatened with the same fate as their Lord. 

So the believers are poised between Ascension and Pentecost when Jesus has left, yes, 

but he has left with the promise that the Holy Spirit will come so that they need not be 

alone in times of persecution. We 21st century are so blessed to live in a country and at a 

time where we have the religious freedom to worship and pray openly. 

I would be remiss if I did not incorporate John’s theology on prayer from the Gospel 

reading from the revised Common Lectionary that we will read today at the 10:30 

service. Today at 10:30 we read from the 17th chapter of John. We will hear one of the 

most beautiful prayers in the New Testament. Jesus prays for his disciples: that they 

might be one (that there be unity among his followers), that they may have joy– the joy of 

the assurance of eternal life, that they be protected from the influence of the world’s evil 

ways, and lastly he prays for God to sanctify them to proclaim the truth to the world to 

enable them to fulfill his mission in the world. Jesus prays for his own, his disciples, his 

apostles. And by extension he continues to pray for his own – he prays for us, my friends. 

He is active in our lives and our ministries. This is the awesome and powerful truth. Jesus 

Christ prays for us – for US. The prayer conduit to God is two-way. We pray to God 

through his son, Jesus, who was one of us, and Jesus also prays for us. 

Jesus prayed for the disciples to be able to carry of his work in the world even in the 

face of persecution. And he prays for our strength so that we can carry on the mission of 

the church as well. We do not necessarily need to become missionaries to witness to 

Jesus’s saving work. (Mentors are needed right here in Calgary for the national church’s 

refugee mission work.) Not all of us are called to serve as captain of a team ministry but 
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we could work together with the team to show hospitality serving at fellowship meals or 

serving strangers at a soup kitchen. And we all don’t have to be preachers to spread the 

word of God to our neighbours. We don’t need to sing in the choir to pray twice in song. 

We don’t have to be an official greeter to welcome a newcomer to our church. And I 

don’t have to be the only one to tell the story; you don’t have to wear a collar to be a 

minister.  

Over the next few weeks, the wardens will be forming the search committee for St. 

Andrew’s new rector. An essential part of the their task will be to write a prayer for the 

parish so that we will be joined with them in the process of choosing our new leader. The 

search committee will be commissioned by the congregation during service early in the 

summer. But we all will be part of the process in a number of ways, the most important 

way will be praying together, intentional prayer for God to be an essential part of the 

search process to choose our new leader. 

My friends, just as we have the assurance that the Holy Spirit will strengthen us to do 

the work we are called to do for the mission of the church, so also we can trust that Jesus 

is praying with and for us. 

 


