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Pentecost B
May 31, 2009

Acts 2:1-21

A young boy of 9 went with his Mom to have their hair cut – they went together as

was their custom. It was their one indulgence. The hair salon they go to is downtown here

in Calgary right next to the bottle depot. While the mom was getting her purse, the boy

had jumped out of the car and struck up a conversation with a man with a grocery cart.

She was a little apprehensive. The boy had a toonie and he asked the man if he needed it.

The man responded: “No I don’t, I have plenty right now, it’s been a good day. But thank

you for offering.”

A couple hours later the boy and his mother emerged from their time together getting

their hair done, the mom carefully coifed and boy scratching his neck where cut hair had

fallen. The man was there waiting for them. He had in his hand a coupon from Burger

King. He asked the boy: “Do you still have the toonie?” The boy began digging in all his

pockets. The mother thought that the guy wanted to swap the coupon for the boy’s toonie

and asked “Do you want to make a trade?” The man said: “No. I want to offer the coupon

to your son since he was so nice to stop and talk to me.” It was obvious that the boy could

not find his toonie.

The grocery cart man said “That’s okay, why don’t you take your mom to lunch?”

And he gave the boy the coupon and a toonie and a loonie from his pocket.

Several weeks later when the mom was in the boy’s room she noticed on his dresser

the Burger King coupon with the loonie and toonie carefully placed on top. She asked the

boy why he still had them. The boy said: “I am saving these things so that I don’t forget

the man. He was special, Mom. I think he must be God.”

I tell you this real story because I believe that the boy had grasped the true nature of

God. On this day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit comes once again to reveal the essential
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nature of God to us just as the Holy Spirit came to those gathered in that house in

Jerusalem over 2000 years ago.

Surely the mother was “amazed and perplexed” by the way that God was revealed to

her son, but no more so than those who first experienced the power of the Holy Spirit in

the first century. There was a bond between the boy and the grocery cart man just as there

was a bond among those on whom the Holy Spirit first came.

How can we describe the culmination of the final stage of the salvation story in human
terms? The author of Luke tries to capture the divine mystery of the Holy Spirit. We are
told that a mighty rush of wind then tongues of fire ushered in the Holy Spirit and gave
speech to the people gathered in Jerusalem, Generally from east to west: Parthians,

Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,  Pontus and

Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and

visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs all heard of God’s

nature as though in the same language. They were as amazed and perplexed as the Jews

from the Diaspora who witnessed these events were. This day of Pentecost is the point in

time when the new Israel, those who believed that the Jewish Jesus was the Messiah

became united but also they began to separate themselves from the unbelieving Jews.

Jesus had come to fulfill the prophecy in Isaiah (66:15-20) to gather all nations and

tongues, to bring people from all nations together just as the Israelites bring a grain

offering (Chris Haslam notes) during the Feasts of the Weeks which was 50 days after the

Feast of Unleavened Bread and Passover; hence the name Pentecost.

Today we heard of God’s great deeds of power in old English, and in French, in

Czech, in Malayalam, in Shona, in German, in Blackfoot, in New Testament Greek, in

Polish, and in modern English. We may speak in different languages, but we are united in

our faith. We hear and understand one another although we are from different cultures.

What is it that binds us together? As Christians, what unites us is our baptism. We are
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united with Christ and one another through our baptism with water and the Holy Spirit.

And that union is both individual and corporate. Christians are received into the

household of God one by one, yes, but to be a Christian is to be part of a new creation

which rises from the dark waters of Christ’s death into the dawn of his risen life.

Christians are not just baptized individuals; they are a new humanity, a true community.

Today Natalie Lorraine Andersen will become a part of Christ’s community. And we

will share a bond with her that is forever. Through her we will see a glimpse of God’s

nature. My prayer is that she will see in us a model for God’s love through our life

together in Christian community. In a few moments Natalie’s parents and sponsors will

make commitments on behalf of Natalie, and we, the people of St. Andrew’s, will make

promises to Natalie. We will renew our own baptismal covenant that binds us together.

And we will vow to do all in our power to support Natalie in her new life in Christ.

May the bonds that unite us be as apparent as that coupon and loonie and toonie on the

dresser.


