
Sermon 7 June Jo is a Priest 
 
Jo Popham was ordained to the priesthood yesterday in a 
wonderful service at the cathedral.  The bishop and many of the 
clergy were decked out in their finery,  The music was grand and 
many friends and family were present to support the candidates.  I 
imagine some of the parties went on until all hours.  One only 
hopes the newly ordained are feeling well today. 
Jo, of course, is feeling in top form and today she celebrates, for 
the very first time, the Holy Eucharist and for the very first time 
she, as a priest,  pronounces absolution and blessing.  This is a 
great day.  In fact, in honor of this occasion, our choir has been 
practicing some New Orleans Jazz called Great Day.  You will 
hear it right after the sermon.  And I will not keep you waiting for 
long. 
Jo’s husband, Jim Popham, was also ordained priest yesterday and 
was our gospeller today.  You will get to meet him, if you have not 
already, at the special lunch after the service.  Jo and Jim have 
each been assigned to parishes by Bishop Derek since they need 
work and the diocese needs them and in any case what is a priest 
without an altar?.  In fact we also mark today a huge landmark in 
their careers in the church. 
In former days Anglican priests were sometimes called The 
Parson, which is another way of saying The Person.  In our system 
of ordained ministry the deacons, priests and bishops of the church 
wear a uniform and represent the church to the world.  Rather like 
a king puts a face to a nation, the clergy put a face to a parish or 



diocese or national church. A person is dignified with vestments 
and titles and empowered to act on behalf of the church.  Jo now is 
our Parson, the person who represents and expresses us in a unique 
way.  Jo is our parish priest. 
I want to highlight a few of the gifts I have noticed in Jo.  My first 
“wow” came about in Lent as I attended the series of Wednesday 
meditations which she designed and led.  She has a gift of spiritual 
leadership.  These were most interesting and helpful evenings at St 
Andrews.   About the same time I noticed her interest in church 
music and her good singing voice.  She brings us musical strengths 
and I think we have just seen the beginning of that. Just now I am 
becoming aware of her interest in liturgy, the design of worship, 
and the introduction of forms familiar elsewhere but perhaps new 
to some of us.  The multilingual gospel readings last week is a case 
in point.  While, as you know, St Andrews is almost perfect the 
way we are, I support Jo in showing us some fresh ideas. 
Jo is hardly a newcomer to ministry, although she is newly made a 
priest.  As for music ministry, Jo has sung in church choirs since 
she first could read.  As a young teenager Jo first felt a vocation to 
ministry.  It was a long journey and culminated more recently in 
obtaining the requisite Master of Divinity degree. She also has 
undergrad work in science and years of work experience not to 
forget marriage and raising children. 
Jo, as you know, was born and raised an Anglican in the States, or 
to use their lingo, an Episcopalian.  She has extensive 
administrative experience in the church and in secular life.  She is 
a hard working woman.   Over the years Jo has served the altar in 



many capacities.  She has belonged to altar guilds and prepared the 
altar for worship. 
She has served the altar at the elbow of the celebrant and she has 
administered the cup many a time at communion.  The altar is very 
familiar territory to Jo.  And now, today, she has the special 
privilege of consecrating the elements for our communion. 
Jo is also a seasoned educator.  She has worked extensively with 
children in summer vacation Bible school, as a Sunday School 
teacher and sometimes as the Superintendent.  She also has much 
experience in adult education as a leader of study series and 
workshops.  She is a mentor for the Education for Ministry 
program, which is advanced theology for lay ministers. 
Jo is a trained counselor with specialization in marriage 
counseling.  She has studied and worked to combat racism. She is 
trained in all manner of pastoral concern and will bring special 
skills as a professional woman in our midst. 
But I wish to turn now to her special role as a celebrant at our 
parish Eucharist.  
Mystery is central to religion, and our act of holy communion is a 
sacred mystery in which the bread and wine become the body and 
blood of Christ and the believer is united to Christ and the 
community in an act of communion.  It is as if the body of Christ is 
digested and absorbed by the believer.  As if the blood of Christ 
courses in the veins of the believer.  These sacramental acts both 
rely on and inspire faith.  You have to trust your priest and respect 
your priest.   Only in an atmosphere of trust and respect does 
priesthood work.  This is not just about the individual priest but 



rather about the faith community as priest. 
There is a sense in which the whole parish gathered in worship is a 
priest.  The letter to the Hebrews tells us “You are a Royal 
Priesthood” and means the whole church.  St Paul writes “You are 
the body of Christ” and means the church.  This is what I meant 
when I said that the priest is the Parson, the one who puts a face on 
the parish.  There is also a sense in which the priest represents the 
wider church in the parish.  Some of us may not travel but our 
clergy certainly do.  And they often come to us from far away.  
This is an aspect of communion.  
It follows that Jo cannot be our parish priest without the support of 
our parish.  It is a trust relationship much like a marriage.  And like 
a marriage it needs regular maintenance and  big time 
commitment.  Like a marriage the relationship of priest to people is 
first and foremost about feelings.  Reason is all very well, but 
feelings can sweep away reason in a flash.  Take care of feelings 
and everything else will fall into place.  Let me say that another 
way.  Relationships are primarily about feelings.  Everyone has 
feelings and they will make or break any relationship.  Let us take 
good care of our emotions and perhaps we compliment the 
harmony with some clear thinking. 
To continue the marriage analogy for a moment, it is often the little 
things that count the most.  Look after the details and the big 
picture will look after itself.  Saying please and thank you.  Saying 
I really like you, well done, that was very thoughtful of you and so 
forth goes a long way.  It is, of course, a two way path.  Partners 
may be complimentary opposites but deep down they are equals.  



Each has to be respectful and considerate of the other.   This is 
how a lay person and a priest can relate so well.  Each has 
something important to give to the other and to take from the 
other.  It is a long term commitment and if it ever comes unstuck 
there will be hell to pay.  Therefore we really work at the 
relationship. 
Now, in conclusion, a charge to the congregation.  Your attendance 
at the Eucharist is the essential element from which all other acts 
of parish priestly ministry spring.  You have a vital role to play.  
You share in the priesthood of all believers, that Royal Priesthood, 
which is made visible to us now in the person of the Parson, our 
parish priest, Jo Popham.  I urge you to rise to your calling and be 
the priestly community which Jo will now lead as our priest.  
Amen. 


