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Proper 11 B
Planting for the Future

June 14, 2009
Mark 4:26-34

A Homily preached by The Reverend Jo P. Popham

Jesus taught the disciples using riddles, parables. The kingdom of God is as if seeds

are scattered on the ground, they lie dormant, and then the seeds sprout and grow. When

the grain is ripe the harvest has come.

My friends, the kingdom of God lies beyond us. The fruit of our planting lies beyond

us. Is your garden planted? Or are you watching it grow by now? With more of last

week’s weather, we may soon be replanting. But we have confidence that the seed will

sprout and then the seedling will appear above the soil. And with the blessings of water

and abundant Alberta sunshine our new plants will flourish. And the harvest will be

plenty. In the 1st century how a seed germinates was still one of God’s mysteries.

The kingdom of God is like mustard seed - the smallest of all the seeds on earth –

which when sown upon the ground grow up and become the greatest of all shrubs, and

put forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.

If you only break the ground in the deep south where I come from, the ground will

produce wild mustard. This time of year if farmers are not careful the fields erupt with a

bright yellow carpet of mustard plants. The brilliant yellow canola fields here in Alberta

remind me of the mustard fields in Louisiana. In the middle east the black mustard is one

of the smallest seeds and from it comes the wild mustard shrub that Jesus compares to the

kingdom of God. Every year the mustard comes up – un-prompted by the intervention of

the farmer – beyond human manipulation or control. In the Mediterranean climate the

black mustard is a managed weed not unlike the yellow mustard that I see in the states.

Could Jesus have meant that the Kingdom of God is ubiquitous, persistently in our midst?

God’s presence among us begins with a small seed and spreads like mustard weed. The
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Kingdom of God is like that – insidious – everywhere – productive – and not a matter of

our cleverness or dedication or preparation. (Boring and Craddock, p.125).

God’s word has been sown and in God’s good time the harvest will come. Certainly

we can prepare for God’s kingdom to rule on earth. We all know that raising crops

involves planting, fertilizing, cultivating, and such, and all these activities do prepare for

a good harvest, but the emphasis in Jesus’s parable is that we can rely on God to usher in

God’s kingdom. We can sleep soundly and be assured that God will bring the Word to

fruition.

Jesus taught using parables. And often the intention of his words remained a mystery

to his followers. Either today’s parable is not as puzzling as most, or we can dispel the

mystery because we live in a time when there seems to be little left that is a true mystery.

Or do we? I believe that if Jesus first came among us in this hemisphere in our modern
information age rather than 1st century Palestine, he would likely have used metaphors
related to computer technology. Yes, Jesus just might have communicated using emails,
text messages, and Facebook. Instead we have his teaching tools of beautiful pictures,
puzzles if you will, about seeds being planted and small mustard seeds to describe the
Kingdom of God, to explain God’s amazing love for us. The Kingdom of God is in us. It

is growing in us. God dwells within us because God’s love has been planted there. My

friends, we are hard-wired for God!

For me one of the most significant verses in today’s Gospel is the notion that Jesus

speaks to us as we are able to hear. How do we hear God’s word in our modern time?

Well, we are embarking on a new way of communicating here at St. Andrew’s. I want to

call it “holy conversations.” We will be having holy conversations throughout these next

months about our new rector. Let us listen to one another and learn from one another to

better know ourselves. Only then can we do the mission of the church to further God’s

Kingdom.
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The work we do to select the next leader of this church is for the future of the church,

and that future does not belong to us. We will write our parish profile and statement of

how we see ourselves, who we are and who we want to become. We will describe our

goals and the proposed programs that we envision will bring us closer to living into

God’s Kingdom. We will write a prayer that expresses our thankfulness for God’s

blessings and our hopes. Our work will be human and imperfect and will need to be

perfected by God, because all we can do is plant seeds in the ground. We will be faithful

in the care and watering of them. But the result of our planting will be through God’s

grace and will be seen only in the future. We are freed by the understanding that God is
in charge. We can trust that God will perfect, will finish, our work.

Martyred Archbishop Oscar Romero’s prayer/poem speaks well of the Kingdom of

God that lies beyond us.
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A FUTURE NOT OUR OWN
A Prayer/poem by Archbishop Oscar Romero (Murdered, 14 March 1980)

It helps, now and then, to step back
And take the long view.

The kingdom is not beyond our efforts,
It is beyond our vision.

We accomplish in our lifetime only a fraction of
The magnificent enterprise that is God’s work.

Nothing we do is complete,
Which is another way of saying

The kingdom always lies beyond us.

No statement says all that could be said.
No prayer fully expresses our faith.

No confession brings perfection.
No pastoral visit brings wholeness.

No program accomplishes the church’s mission.
No set of goals and objectives includes everything.

This is what we are about:
We only plant seeds that one day will grow.

We water the seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise.
We lay foundations that will need further development.

We provide yeast that produces effects beyond our capabilities.

We cannot do everything
And there is a sense of liberation in realizing that.

This enables us to do something
And to do it well.

It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way,
An opportunity for God’s grace to enter and do the rest.

We may never see the end results,
But that is the difference between the master builder and the worker.

We are workers, not master builders,
Ministers, not messiahs.

We are prophets of a future not our own.
Amen.


