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“Obedience to Miracle” 
Luke 17:11 

 
The ten called out to Jesus from a distance because of their disease. Those who had 

leprosy were separated from the world – even from the worship of God. 

Why do you suppose the 9 did not go back and thank the one who healed them? 

Jesus tells them to go and show themselves to the priests. Jewish law commanded that 

they go to the priests if they were healed, to prove that they no longer were unclean. The 

priest would proclaim that they were healed and they could then return to communal life. 

The 10 obey Jesus and they are healed as go to the priests. They obey Jesus.  

Is it their obedience or their faith that has healed them? 

Nine of them – good Jews we presume – lepers now made clean – continue on to 

show themselves to the priest.  

Why not go back? Was it the Sabbath and Jesus healed 9 Jews who knew from the 

teaching of Torah from their former time in the synagogue that no one could be healed on 

the Sabbath? Were they fearful of being implicated in the healing – the breaking of the 

law? Afraid perhaps of being accessories after the fact to the crime of doing work on the 

Sabbath? They called Jesus Master and believed that he could heal them, yet they did not 

thank the one through whom God had worked this healing miracle. 

The Samaritan among them had no such fears. And he did not know the “rules” if you 

will. He did not understand the necessity of going to the priests. But he was going as 

Jesus told him, but he turned back. And he hears those wonderful words: Jesus says to 

him “your faith has healed you.” 

On the mountaintop when the only available food for the crowd was 5 loaves and 2 

fishes, the disciples obeyed and then the miracle of abundance occurred. Recall the blind 

man who was told to wash in the pool of Siloam and he went and was healed. Likewise, 



all 10 lepers obeyed and were healed as they went. It is the obedience that led to the 

miracle. They all stepped out in faith when they called out to Jesus. 

Perhaps the 9 believed that they were being rewarded for their obedience, that they 

had earned their healing. The Samaritan knew that he had been granted a miracle beyond 

his deserving. Through grace, my friends he was healed. And he was so very thankful. 

Then what of the 9? Why did they not turn around? Were they not thankful? Or were 

they in shock? Their bodies were restored. They were no longer ritually unclean. They 

could return to their former lives, to their loved ones, to their friends and co-workers. 

They could go back to arguing the Torah in the courtyard with the rabbi. They were 

whole. Or were they. Without giving thanks can we be truly whole? 

Being whole – would that we were whole. Our life’s journey is towards wholeness, is 

it not? When have we lifted up our voices and cried “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us?” 

We must ask Jesus to come into our lives, yes, but we also must obey so that God can 

work miracles in our lives. Obedience allows us to grow in faith towards wholeness. 



THE GOSPEL. St Luke 17. 11. 

AND it came to pass, as Jesus went to Jerusalem, that he passed through the midst of 

Samaria and Galilee. And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that 

were lepers, which stood afar off: and they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, 

have mercy on us. And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go, show yourselves unto 

the priests. And it came to pass that, as they went, they were cleansed. And one of them, 

when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, and 

fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks; and he was a Samaritan. And Jesus 

answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? There are not found 

that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger. And he said unto him, Arise, go thy 

way, thy faith hath made thee whole. 

 


