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“Welcoming Jachin” 
September 20, 2009 

Mark 9:30-37 
 
Whatever did Jesus mean? The disciples did not understand Jesus. For the second time 

he predicted his passion. Not only did they not understand, they were afraid to ask Jesus 

to explain it to them. Instead while they are walking to what had become their home – 

Capernaum – they were arguing among themselves who was the greatest, who was the 

wealthiest, who was the most influential.  

So Jesus told them “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 

“Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to 

them, “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever 

welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 

Who in the world would place themselves after a child – the most powerless in any 

society? In the honour-driven society of ancient times, fame and greatness were 

determined by whose company you kept. In the first century Mediterranean world, when 

people thought of children their first thought was not their innocence but their lack of 

status, their lack of legal rights. Children were the most vulnerable in society, and the 

most insignificant. So to welcome unknown children rather than the rich and famous 

would bring no honour at all. But Jesus told the disciples “Whoever welcomes one 

such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 

welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” Jesus told them (and he is telling 

us) that welcoming the powerless actually welcomes the most powerful – the one who 

sent him” – his Father – God Almighty. 

Today we welcome Jachin Andrew into our society. Rather than the most insignificant 

among us today, and, I pray, everyday, this precious child and all of our children here at 



2 of 3 

St. Andrew’s will be at the centre of our world. Jachin will be schooled in the ways of the 

world and, yes, the ways of God. And it is all of us who will take part in teaching him to 

know God, to love God, and to serve God. 

We do not know exactly what his mindset will be, but we do have some indicators, we 

know his Mom Cindy and his Dad David and their mindset. The world Jachin will live in 

will be a very different place. The world will change more in the first 15 years of this 

century than it did in all of the entire last century. 

Beloit College in Wisconsin in the US makes a list that helps the faculty understand 

the mindset of the entering first year college students. This list was begun under a 

college’s president who was a good friend of Jim’s in Washington, DC, where he was an 

influential partner in a powerful law firm. Now to fill out who he was this versatile man 

also at one time was a clown in the circus, but he also always had wanted to be the head 

of a small college. He has recently retired and has gone from molding young minds to 

working with wood. But I digress. Let’s hear about the mindset of the class of 2009 

entering college this year, children born in 1987. 

2     They don't remember when “cut and paste” involved scissors. 
3   Heart-lung transplants have always been possible. 
4   Wayne Gretzky never played for Edmonton. 
6   With little need to practice, most of them do not know how to tie a tie. 
7   Pay-Per-View television has always been an option. 
8   They never had the fun of being thrown into the back of a station wagon with six 

others. 
9   Iran and Iraq have never been at war with each other. 
12   Al-Qaida has always existed with Osama bin Laden at its head. 
16   Voice mail has always been available. 
17   "Whatever" is not part of a question but an expression of sullen rebuke. 
22   For daily caffeine emergencies, Starbucks has always been around the corner. 
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24   Money put in their savings account the year they were born earned almost 7% 
interest. 

25   Bill Gates has always been worth at least a billion dollars. 
40   Scientists have always been able to see supernovas. 
41   Les Miserables has always been on stage. 
45   There has always been a pyramid in front of the Louvre in Paris. 
48   Snowboarding has always been a popular winter pastime. 
52   Researchers have always been looking for stem cells. 
65   The Field of Dreams has always been drawing people to Iowa. 
75   They have always been challenged to distinguish between news and entertainment 

on cable TV. 
Jachin will be in the class of 2027. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the Mindset List for 

him and his classmates included “Living into their Baptismal Covenant has always been a 

goal in their lives”? My brothers and sisters, it is up to us to see that this is a real 

possibility in his life. 


