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A homily preached by      Proper 27 B HE (BAS 1985)
The Reverend Jo Popham         “Job and St. Francis Meet”

October 4, 2009
Job 1:1, 2:1-10

Not long after Hurricane Katrina several good friends told Jim “ Gee, I thought your

wife’s name was Jo not Job.” It became a family joke. But the story of Job is no joking

matter. Satan, the reality of Satan, is no joking matter.

In the Book of Job, Satan is not the Devil; rather he spied on people and reported their

slips and misdeeds. In our culture – the Judeo–Christian culture, that is – Satan, Lucifer,

the Devil, the Evil One, the Accuser, the Adversary, the Tempter, the Dragon, Beelzebul

are all names given to the demonic spiritual forces that rebel against God.

Job was from Uz – a province southeast Palestine. As a foreigner Job was drawn to

God, not by his ethnicity, but by faith. Is that not how we come to God? By choice? Let’s

talk about Job’s character. God described him as blameless and upright and consistently

perfect in integrity. Job was in a right relationship with God; he was reverent and

obedient. Job chose to be good. God suggested that Satan consider this righteous man

Job. Satan accused God of protecting him and proposed that Job’s faith be tested to

determine whether his faith in God was out of love or to seek God’s rewards for his

goodness. Satan believed that Job would curse God if his possessions were taken away.

To fill in what we did not hear in today’s reading, Job was wealthy – enormously

wealthy. He was constantly offering sacrifices for his indulgent wasteful children and for

the choices that they made.

Here I would like to draw a parallel of Job’s circumstances to that of St. Francis’s life,

the saint we commemorate this day – October 4th –in the church calendar.

Francis was born in 1182, the son of a wealthy cloth merchant. His early years were

frivolous, but an experience of sickness and another of military service were instrumental

in leading him to reflect on the purpose of life. One day, in a church, he heard Christ

saying to him, “Francis, repair my falling house.” He took the words literally, and sold a
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bale of silk from his father's warehouse to pay for repairs to the church. His father was

outraged, and there was a public confrontation – his father disinherited, disowned him,

and he in turn renounced his father's wealth--one account says that he not only handed his

father his purse, but also took off his expensive clothes, laid them at his father's feet, and

walked away naked. He declared himself “wedded to Lady Poverty", renounced all

material possessions, and devoted himself to serving the poor.

Now back to Job, God agreed to the test of Job, but Satan was not allowed to hurt

Job’s body. In the first test he lost all his wealth and his children: his livestock carried

off; his servants killed by the sword; and a wind from the desert collapsed his eldest son’s

home with all the children at the table – all killed.

What was Job’s response to the loss of his wealth and his family? Just as Francis

removed all of his clothes, Job tore his clothes, shaved his head, and fell on the ground

and worshipped God. He did not sin, nor did he blame God. Satan asks for God’s

permission to test Job further by afflicting his body saying that then Job would curse

God. So God gave Job over to Satan but he was to spare Job’s life. Job was afflicted with

sores from top to bottom. His wife even begged him to relent and blame God, but he

refused. What follows is chapter after chapter of suffering and lamentation by Job and his

friends, with his friends condemning him for his silence.

Job’s was afflicted by Satan, forced into poverty, but Francis’s chose the life of

poverty. Both chose to serve God. Whereas Job was relieved of his wealth by the evil

one, Francis chose to live in poverty. Job was stricken with a disease that we might think

was very close to leprosy. Francis chose to care for these ones – lepers who were kept at

a distance and regarded with fear and disgust. Francis fed them, bathed their sores, and

kissed them.

I would like to propose that Job’s faith and Francis’s faith were both like that of a

small child – unfailing, totally trusting and guileless as a child’s faith. Because of his

strong faith, people began to join Francis, some kicking off their shoes and joyfully
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following him to do good works in the name of Jesus. In 1210 the Pope authorized the

Order of Friars Minor – friar meaning brother and minor signifying the lesser or younger,

although they were commonly called the Franciscans. When a Franciscan meets another

Christian, he is to think, “I am your brother in Christ, and your younger brother at that,

bound to defer to you and to give you precedence over myself.” Now that is a childlike

faith.

Job suffered the loss of property, the death of most of his family, and health, yet he

would not deny God or God’s dominion. Francis and his companions had no money, and

no property, yet they took Jesus’s command to preach the Gospel to all nations literally –

they went out to preach the love of God in Christ Jesus. They did this by word and action

using words only if necessary.

I learned this week that Francis went to the Holy Land to preach to Muslims. He was

able to cross enemy lines with a pass and spoke to the Sultan. The Muslims were as

convicted of the truth of Islam and Francis was of the truth of Christianity. Francis

proposed that they build a fire and that he and a Muslim would walk side by side into the

fire to show whose faith was stronger. This sounds very like the test of faith that Job was

put through by Satan. The Sultan while not converted was deeply moved by Francis’s

faith and together they brokered a peace treaty. While the Muslims were willing, the

Christians would not agree to the terms for peace. However, the Franciscans were given

custody of the Christian shrines that were being held by the Muslims.

I would like to read you a bit from the first known letter from Francis to all Christians:

“O how happy and blessed are those who love the Lord and do as the Lord himself
said in the gospel: You shall love the Lord your God with your whole heart and
your whole soul, and your neighbor as yourself. Therefore, let us love God and
adore him with pure heart and mind. …. “ (Sounds very like Job and his purity of
heart and mind, does it not?
“[W]e must be simple, humble and pure. …The Spirit of the Lord will rest on all
who live in this way and persevere in it to the end. [God] will permanently dwell in
them. They will be the Father's children who do his work. They are the spouses,
brothers and mothers of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
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Can we be God’s children and do God’s work? Can we be, as Francis said Jesus’s

spouse and brother and mother? What an extraordinary image: the spouse or brother or

mother of Jesus.

We hear God instructing us to take to heart Francis’s message to be simple and

humble and pure so that we can hold to our faith. And we hear God speaking to us in the

Book of Job. While we may not like what God is saying, the testing of Job who was pure

of heart can instruct our hearts as well. Are we being called to show our faith in

extraordinary ways here at St. Andrew’s? And what would that look like? Surely I do not

have the conviction of Francis or the patience of Job. I don’t think that I have the strength

to endure Satan’s testing as Job did. Nor do I think I could take on Lady Poverty as

Francis did for my beliefs. But are we called to do that? Or can we use what we have, our

possessions, our time, and our talents to exhibit to the world our faith and our trust in

God? I believe we are so called. Do you hear that same calling?


