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A homily preached by      Proper 29 B HE (BAS 1962)
The Reverend Jo Popham         “A Bridge Ministry”
Celebrating the 40th Anniversary of   October 18, 2009
The Very Rev’d Fabian Hugh’s Ordination on October 19th       St. Luke’s Day

Luke 4.14–21

Traditional holds that the author of Luke was a physician who accompanied Paul on

some of his missionary journeys. I imagine that through his healing ministry Luke opened

many doors and provided many bridge opportunities for Paul’s evangelism. Luke was

attentive to children, women, the poor, the outcast, the marginalized, the disadvantaged,

and the suffering– to all people. He saw the world as a sensitive healer who had seen the

wounded of the world every day. Luke the physician bridged Paul’s ministry to all people

through his gift of good medicine. And Luke the author continues to bridge God’s

healing through his gift of the Good News of his Gospel.

We heard in today’s reading: “Today the scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

To Luke Jesus’s ministry is the means to fulfilling God’s salvation. In the Gospel of Luke

and Acts, Jesus is God’s agent of salvation sent to realize God’s purposes for God’s

people. The Gospel of Luke ends with Jesus’s Ascension, and Luke’s continuing story in

Acts begins with the Ascension. The Ascension is the midpoint of the Lukan narrative

and the heart of the salvation story. – the salvation of all people – all people. The poor,

the disadvantaged, minorities, outcasts, sinners and lepers, and women – these are the “all

people” that Jesus came to save. And these “all people” play a more prominent role in

Jesus’s ministry than in the other gospels. Essentially, the Ascension is the bridge

between Jesus and the mission – the work – of the church to all people. How are we to

live the Gospel – day to day – to do the mission in the church? How are we to bridge the

Kingdom of God into reality in the world to all people?

The fourth chapter of Luke’s Gospel begins with Jesus – having just been baptized in

the Jordon River – being led by the spirit to the wilderness where he was tempted by the

devil for 40 days. In today’s reading Jesus, filled with the Holy Spirit, returns home from

40 days of temptation to claim his authority to preach, to teach, and to heal. In the
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synagogue Jesus provided a bridge by quoting directly from Isaiah – linking his ministry

to the Old Testament prophet. Luke did not just chronicle the events in Jesus’s life, he

proved the reliability of recent events in the context of the old. He bridged the old to the

new.

My friends, in Luke, Jesus’s ministry began in Galilee and extended to the ends of the

earth. In the 4th chapter of Luke, Jesus taught and healed in and around two villages that

he called home: Nazareth and Capernaum. People who were touched by the power of

Jesus went out to praise God. They bridged Jesus’s message of God’s love to the world.

Jesus came to proclaim release to the captive (But we live in a free society, don’t we?

What do we need to freed from?). Jesus came to proclaim recovery of sight to the blind

(Where is our blindness?). And Jesus came to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour (But

don’t we have just about everything we need? Why would we want to seek God’s favour,

especially if we have to admit where we need healing?) My brothers and sisters, Jesus

came to be the bridge of God’s favour to us. All we need to do is see our needs and

express them to God. And I pray we don’t need to wander in the desert for 40 years or

spend 40 days in the wilderness to learn what we are blind to, to admit what holds us

captive, to recognize our own hurts and the wounds of those around us. I pray that the

year of God’s favour for all of us and all of God’s people begins soon, not 40 days or

months or years from now. Why not now or soon? Why not? Why Jesus has done the

hard work bridging God’s message to us, has he not?

40 is an especially significant number in the Biblical world. Moses led God’s people

through the desert in Egypt for 40 years. After his Baptism Jesus went to the desert and

was tempted for 40 days. In Luke’s account in Acts the risen Jesus appeared to his

followers for 40 days teaching them about the Kingdom of God. And our Fabian Hugh

tomorrow will celebrate the 40th anniversary of his ordination.

All of these events marking 40 days or years are bridge events. Moses provided a

bridge to the promised land. Jesus bridged the time between his Baptism where God
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identified him as God’s own son to the beginning of his earthly ministry. In his 40 bridge

days after his resurrection to Ascension among his followers, Jesus taught the disciples

that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they would be

his witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria – that is, they would evangelize the

known world – first the Jews then the Samaritans and finally the Gentiles. Today’s

reading bridges Jesus’s message of salvation to the poor and those in need of healing. The

disciples and we are to be sent out from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth, proclaiming

the gospel – bridging Jesus’s ministry to proclaim release to the captives, to cure

blindness, to set free those who are oppressed, and to proclaim Jesus’s ministry as God’s

own. I wonder if we sometimes are more concerned with gathering and hearing than

being sent and healing and proclaiming.

40 years ago, the Bishop laid hands upon Fabian, and he received the power of the

Holy Spirit and was made a priest in Christ’s one holy Catholic and Apostolic church and

sent him out to proclaim the gospel. My friend, Fabian, you have been a bridge for the

people of St. Andrew’s and many other parishes. For all these years, by word and

sacrament, Fabian has been teaching God’s people about the basileia tou theou – the

Kingdom of God. In the Greek basileia would not encompass only the male dominant

images of God – kingdom, Lordly rule and such. God’s kingdom that Jesus ushered in –

that Fabian bridged and continues to bridge to the church – is one where there is no

domination. Indeed Fabian officiated at the ordination of the first women priests in this

diocese. And he was there for mine. I am blessed to call him my colleague and my friend.

I would like to read a note that I received for Fabian to commemorate this special day.

[Read letter from the Bishop.]

Fabian, we are all blessed by your ministry, and we look forward to your bridging the

Gospel to us for years to come.


