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How often do we hear questions about the identity of Jesus? He asks the disciples

again and again Who do you say that I am? In today’s gospel lesson we hear of John the

Baptist’s question. John is discouraged and his doubts take over. So he sends his

messengers to ask “Jesus, are you the one? Are you the Christ or do we have to look for

another?” Jesus does not simply say yes, rather he points John’s disciples and the crowd

to the signs of the Kingdom– of God’s presence among them. Jesus answered his own

question saying “Go tell John what you hear.” Echoing Isaiah and in the words we hear in

the Messiah: “Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, and the ears of the deaf

unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart. And the tongue of the dumb shall

sing.” [Isaiah 35:5-6]. Yes, John was a herald of the kingdom, but only true Godly signs

would reveal the presence of the Messiah. As evidence Jesus pointed out that the blind,

the deaf, the lame, and the lepers were being healed and that good news was being given

to the poor.

Jesus tells John’s disciples: “Go and tell the prophet what you have heard.” I wonder

if we could tell what Jesus did. Could we convincingly tell the story?

Then Jesus continued to teach the crowd, and, as he so often did, he answered a

question with a question. Jesus asked rhetorical questions to reveal John’s identity:

“What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind?

Someone dressed in soft robes?”

The Jordan River on the edge of the wilderness did indeed contain reeds that blew in

the wind. In the same region Herod built the fortress palaces of Herodium, Machaerus,

and Masada. Herodian coins even bore the symbol of the reed bending in the changeable

political winds of the times. But John – and then Jesus – offered the people an alternative

kingdom.



Of course John did not wear the finery of Herod’s courts, instead he dressed like

Elijah in rough garments like a wilderness prophet.

No, John’s followers came out to see a prophet. And John was the greatest of the

prophets, a true prophet who delivered the divine messages, the same that Jesus would

proclaim. He recognized Jesus as the Messiah when he came for Baptism. He was

imprisoned for his prophetic preaching that offended the authorities. And John died a

martyr’s death for his prophecies.

Did John’s messengers and the crowd hear? Did they really listen? Were they satified

with the answers? Or did Jesus’s questions only stop their ears up, confuse them further?

I often think we ask the wrong question. But even more often I think that we don’t

listen to the answers God gives us. Again and again Jesus cried: “Let anyone with ears

listen!” And “If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear!” This was not an empty refrain for

Jesus, but an urgent plea.

Are we listening? Are we really listening? Active listening – listening to God is what

we are called to do today. We are to hear, to really listen to who John was, and who Jesus

is. By listening we would be inviting God into our lives.

Listening, truly listening to someone is a gift to that person, being fully present to that

someone. We should practice the art of listening. I believe it would change our lives,

change one another’s lives, even change the world, if we started listening to one another.

As we gather around the fireplace or around dining table this Christmas, let us give

one another a precious gift – the gift of being present to one another through listening.

May our ears be unstopped. May we never turn a deaf ear to one another. May we truly

hear and listen to one another. And may we also listen for God to speak through one

another. Would it change the world if we start listening again? It just might. I am certain

that practicing the art of listening could change at the very least our little corner of the

world.



Let anyone with ears listen! Matt 11:15
Let anyone with ears listen!" Matt 13:9
Let anyone with ears to hear listen ! Mark 4:9
Let anyone with ears to hear listen! Luke 14:35
Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying. [Rev 2:7, 11, 17, 29] [Rev.
3: 6, 13, 22]
Let anyone who has an ear listen! [Rev. 13:9]


