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John 20:19-31

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the

nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe,” Thomas said when the other disciples

told him “We have seen the Lord.” Not only had they seen the risen Jesus, the resurrected

Christ in the flesh, in living colour, they had received the Holy Spirit when the Lord

breathed on them. But Thomas missed it. Obviously Thomas was less fearful of arrest by

the authorities than the others for he was not locked away in the room where the disciples

crouched in the dark. A week later Thomas was with them when Jesus appeared again to

them all. “Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out

your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My

Lord and my God!’ Thomas believed. He did not need to touch the Lord to believe. He

needed only to see.

From my Sunday School training, I grew up thinking that Thomas was a doubter, one

of the bad boys of the Bible. But in the Gospel of John, Thomas professed his faith in

Jesus; on this account he should be called Thomas the believer. This story does not

appear in the synoptic Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke.

I wonder why it is that Thomas has gotten such a bad reputation. All the disciples but

two ran away when our Lord was crucified. And the one who denied Jesus not once but

three times became the cornerstone of the church. Didn’t two of Jesus’s favorites argue

over who was to be first? Were not the disciples still counting fish and loaves of bread

while Jesus readied to feed thousands? And all the disciples cower in the boat during the

storm as Jesus slept? Perhaps Thomas was made the example of disbelief because it is

easy to identify with him. I know that in my life I have doubted more times than I can
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count. And I know that my children have been doubters. We all have all been guilty of

seeing and not seeing. Jesus wanted us to learn a new way of seeing.

We have not seen, yet we too believe. Don’t we? Or are we 21st century thinkers more

like the show-me disciple than not? After all, seeing IS believing, is it not? And don’t we

need proof? Must we be certain of facts before we can believe something is true – or

untrue? Can we believe something without direct, physical, personal empirical evidence?

Or have we all become skeptics? How do we deal with mystery in the 21st century?

One of my perennial favorite movies is The Wizard of Oz. Yes, I know that it came

out in the last century, in 1939 long before I was born. But every time it appears on

television I sit down and take it all in once again. The world was shades of gray and then

suddenly when Dorothy arrives in the Land of Oz there are all the colours of God’s

rainbow.

The difference in believing and non-believing is like going from black and white to

colour. It a more distinct difference than going from analog to digital picture quality.

If we need proof to explain the mystery of believing, as Thomas believed, perhaps we

need to look hard at what we do know. Was Thomas simply a doubter as we remember

him over the centuries, or ought he be remembered more for his faith? What more do we

know of Thomas from Scripture?

1) When Jesus’s friend Lazarus died, Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his

fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him’ (John 11:16). The

other disciples were fearful of going back for they knew that some wished harm to

Jesus and to his disciples. But Thomas was unafraid and was willing to go, even if

it meant his death.

2) Later Thomas asks what the disciples – and we – are hesitant to ask when Jesus

said: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my

Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told

you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I
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will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be

also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas said to him,

‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?’ (John

14:1-5)?” Thomas did not want to be left behind. He wanted to go where his Lord

was. Then we have today’s reading where Thomas is shown to be a doubter, yes,

but an honest doubter, and a believer.

3) Then we have today’s reading when Thomas was out – perhaps getting provisions

for Jesus’s followers who were too afraid to be seen in public – we just know that

he did not see Jesus the first time he appeared, but he did see and believe when

Jesus came back to that same room a second time.

4) And when Jesus appeared to the disciples the third time, to Thomas along with six

of the other disciples by the lake, when fishing had been bad the night before, Jesus

came and sent them back out to a great catch. But they recognized him at breakfast

only after he charcoaled fish for them and broke bread with Thomas and the others

on the beach (John 21). Here Thomas again was faithful, and he obeyed his Lord

by going back out on the water even though he did not recognize him quite yet.

These four mentions of Thomas are all in John’s Gospel, but the last place Thomas is

named is in the Acts of the Apostles (1:13-14) on the occasion of the Pentecost. In the

upper room Thomas was with Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip,

Bartholomew, and Matthew, James and Simon, and Judas the brother of James, and all

the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, along with Jesus’s other brethren. They all

were gathered together in prayer, awaiting the power of the Holy Spirit.

Thomas often was known as Didymus in Greek meaning twin. We know nothing

about his twin. Could that be intentional? I think that – maybe in some ways – Thomas

(the twin) is our twin – he was a man who did have his doubts but he resisted them by

faith. We too have the choice between seeing and not seeing, or seeing more clearly, even

seeing in vivid living colour – of believing or not believing through faith.


