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Year C – Ascension
Luke 24:44-53

We gather today – the Ascension of the Lord  - to worship. Ascension is a principal feast of the

church, so we observe it on its own day, not as a moveable feast. Jesus the Christ has ascended into

heaven 40 days after he was raised from the dead on Easter. His Ascension was the final act that began

on Good Friday when he suffered, and  he was raised from the dead three days later so that we would

learn of our need for repentance and have the assurance of the forgiveness of our sins. The memory of

his saving acts is so fresh in our memories, and for this reason we have abstained from saying the

confession throughout the Easter season during the 10:30 service. His bodily ascension affirmed the

promises that he made to his followers – to us. Those 1st century believers who witnessed his being

gathered into heaven then began to worship him. And we 21st century believers continue that worship.

For 40 days Jesus continued his teaching of his disciples. He had appeared to two of his disciples on

the road to Emmaus. Then he led his faithful eleven and others, including many women followers, to a

place near the Mount of Olives, just to the northeast of Bethany, nor far from Jerusalem. As he was

blessing them, Jesus was carried up to heaven.

This evening’s reading covers the very last verses from Luke’s Gospel. We hear that the disciples

worshipped Jesus. They “worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were

continually in the Temple blessing God.” This is the first mention of anyone worshipping Jesus. The

author of Luke then picks up the story with the Ascension at the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles.

The Risen Jesus taught his followers - further “opening their minds” - to understand the Hebrew

Scriptures – the Torah (that is the Pentateuch, the first five books), the Prophets, and the Writings (that

is the rest of the Old Testament).

In Luke’s day – at the end of the 1st century – the Canon of the Hebrew Bible was not yet fixed. The

books that were to be included in the Writings of the Jewish Scriptures were in the process of being

finalized. So it was understandable and perfectly proper that the oral study and interpretation of God’s

word continued to be argued in the Temple and in courtyards throughout the Jewish community. And

what Luke wants us to understand is that Jesus himself was and is the fulfillment of the Hebrew

Scriptures – the fulfillment of God’s purpose. Jesus was and is the bridge between the God of the Old

Testament and the mission of the worshipping community – the church. And the Ascension is the bridge



between the ministry of Jesus (the ministry we hear of in the Gospels) and the ministry of the church

(that we hear in the Acts of the Apostles).

On Ascension the disciples were further commissioned to the mission of revealing God to the

people. And this Ascension we too are commissioned to continue that mission. They and we are

commissioned to seek the conversion of all peoples, and to baptize them.

Today’s reading is the high point of the entirety of Luke’s Gospel and it is set in worship. Luke

began his Gospel in the temple with the priest Zachariah offering incense before the whole assembly and

it ends there with worship in the Temple – and the Temple is the bond of continuity between the old and

the new.

I have spared you the incense, though I do like smoke as did Zachariah at the beginning of Luke’s

Gospel. But let us turn to the end of Luke’s Gospel. Jesus lifted up his hand and he blessed them.

Perhaps he said something like” Go now. Go in peace, for you cannot go where God is not.” And then

Jesus was carried into heaven. His followers saw that. And they were so moved and so convicted of their

belief in this man and his promise to send the Holy Spirit to be with them. They must have been walking

on air. They did go. They went back to Jerusalem filled with joy. And they continued to worship God, to

thank him, to praise him.

This new community of Jesus’s disciples - who would become the church – was not merely a

support group intent upon celebrating their own spiritual quest and private salvation, but a continuing

people of God with God with a mission to the world. The Acts of the Apostles records the struggle of

early Christianity to fulfill Jesus’s mandate that the Gospel is to be taken to all nations and is for all.

And that, my friends, is our mandate that we have heard once again this Ascension Day. We know

that we cannot go where God is not. Jesus came to teach the disciples and us that. It is my prayer that we

take this Ascension Day as a bridge between the then and now to continue the work we all are

commissioned to do. Let us be the bridge between the old and the new and find a fresh new way to

proclaim the gospel to all nations – to all people. That can be accomplished by doing our traditional

beautiful Anglican worship and by doing it well and with joy my friends, and it can be in our

JUBILATION service. Jubilation! is an alternative service that we offer third Sundays, and I like to

think that it is as joy-filled as our traditional services are and as joyful as the worship that the first

founders of the church first experienced on Ascension Day.


