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“Nothing is lost.”
July 18, 2010

BCP 8 o’clock service
Mark 8:1

Many people were attracted to Jesus. His miracles drew multitudes to him. Today in

Mark’s Gospel we have the second feeding of the multitudes story. Just two chapters ago

Jesus had tried to get away to teach his own, his own apostles [Mark 6:30-44]. He told

them “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while. For many were

coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat.” So they did go by boat, but the

crowd beat them there. The crowd had not eaten either and the disciples came to Jesus

begging him to send the people away so that they could go out into the countryside and

buy themselves their dinner. Jesus said to his disciples: “You give them something to

eat.” To the disciples’ astonishment, from five loaves of bread and two fish many were

fed. Mark tells us that 5000 men “ate and were filled,” but there were likely many more

than that if the women and children were counted. And nothing was lost; there were12

baskets left over. 12 baskets!

In today’s Gospel from Mark, Jesus had compassion on the crowd who had followed

him for three days. He feared that they would faint on their way home if he were to send

them away. Having only seven loaves and a few small fish, Jesus blessed the meager

offering of food, broke them into pieces and gave the food to the disciples to distribute.

The incredulous disciples collected the leftovers that filled seven baskets. And 4000 were

fed. I know I have said this before in God’s economy nothing is lost, my friends, but 7

baskets full?

The disciples had witnessed Jesus’s healing miracles and now with this second

feeding miracles still they doubted Jesus. They had little faith. Immediately after the

feeding of the 4000, Jesus sent the multitudes away, and he took the twelve away in a

boat. The disciples began to worry that they had forgotten to bring enough to eat, for they

had taken only one loaf of bread with them. I ask you, how could they have had any
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worries about what they would eat after what they had just seen and experienced? Jesus

must have been exasperated. So he taught them about leaven, the yeast of doubt and

misunderstanding of the Pharisees and Herod. And the disciples still thought he was

talking about their one meager loaf of bread. Jesus reminded them of the two feeding

miracles and the abundance they had been blessed with, but they did not understand – so

shallow was their faith.

In both the feeding miracles stories in Mark, Jesus blessed and broke the loaves and

fishes, but it was the disciples who took the baskets of bread and fish to the people and

witnessed the miracle of people who put more in than they took out. Everyone ate;

everyone was satisfied. I believe that many were generous with what was in their travel

bags and refilled the baskets the disciples passed among them. I trust that this does not

diminish the miracle. To me it makes for an even stronger sign of Jesus’s affect on

people’s faith in humanity.

Most scholars agree that today’s feeding miracle is a true story because it is the only

miracle story to appear in all four of the gospels. And it is easy to interpret today’s

Gospel as a foretelling of the Eucharistic story. In Mark’s Gospel Jesus followed the

liturgical formula – he took the loaves, blessed, broke and gave them to be fed to the

people. Jesus played the host – he took the bread, blessed it, gave thanks, and broke it so

that it could be given to the guests. We 21st century hearers and readers understand Jesus

himself to be the bread, broken and given for believers – given for all people really – for

us. In a few moments, after the prayer of great thanksgiving, I will invite you all to the

table as a first century host might. I will offer you food from the abundance at our table.

After I see that you all have enough, that you are filled, then I will partake in the meal,

served by one of you. Years ago priests took, blessed, broke, and partook of the holy food

FOR the people. Only later did the priests begin to offer the food TO God’s people, and

then it was only the bread. Later the chalice was offered to ALL the people. I am a priest

formed in this time by innovative priests whose theology of abundance assures me that

there will be food left for me after all my people have their fill. My way of doing Holy
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Communion may seem a bit odd to some, but God has used me, even my idiosyncrasies

and my flaws, for God’s own purposes.

We all are human. We all have flaws. But God uses us – perfects us if you will  – so

that God’s will will be done. Jesus was and is the only truly perfect one. Jesus used the

doubting of his own – his disciples’ lack of faith – to lend power to his miracle stories.

The disciples ask the ridiculous rhetorical question “How can any one satisfy all these

men with bread here in the wilderness?” Their questioning how so many could be fed

from so little made his miracle even more powerful. God used their human imperfections

just as God uses ours. If we were perfect would God’s word working in and through us be

as powerful? My brothers and sisters, in God economy, nothing is lost. Even our flaws

can be used for God’s good work. My prayer is that God will use us to do God’s work in

the world so that all may be satisfied.


