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A homily preached by       “Mothers, watch for a miracle”
The Rev’d Jo P. Popham     BCP 8 o’clock service

September 19, 2010
Luke 7:11-17

A mother’s love? Or a widow’s desperation? In the patriarchal society of the 1st

century a widow’s loss of her only son would render her destitute. What might turn her

despair and sorrow into joy? Only a miracle!

Jesus had just come from Capernaum where he had healed the servant of a centurion

who had paid for the building of a synagogue. The Jewish leaders argued that the slave

being a Gentile really was worthy of God’s blessings. But Jesus healed him for his faith.

Then at the gate of the small town of Nain only about 40 kilometers (25 miles)

southwest of Capernaum. surrounded by a large crowd Jesus saw a funeral bier. The dead

person was being carried out of the city. The city came to be called Naim, and all that

remains of the Biblical city are the ruins of an old church and some tombs. Nain was

surrounded by Mount Tabor on the east, Mount Carmel on the west, the Plain of

Esdraelon to the north, and the Plain of Sharon to the south, and it is on the northern

slope of the Hill of Moreh facing west toward the Jezreel Valley. Nain was southeast of

Nazareth and southwest of the Sea of Galilee. Nain was at the North base of the hill

called Little Hermon, a short distance from Shunem, where Elisha performed a similar

miracle. The burial ground where the young man was being carried when Jesus raised

him lay just outside of the city wall.

So here near where another widow’s son was raised in Old Testament times Jesus

revealed his control over death. When Jesus approached Nain there was another crowd

around the bier that carried the body of this widow’s son. This large crowd shows us that

there was great sympathy for this widow for the loss of her only son. And Jesus too is

moved by compassion for the woman, so much so that he violates all the rules that

governed ritual purity. Touching even the bier of the dead boy would have made him

ritually impure. But he said to the widow: “Don’t cry,” and he told the young man to
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“Get up!” Then Jesus “gave him to his mother.” Gave him to his mother…

Was this a foretelling of Jesus’s own death by crucifixion? Jesus would look down

from the cross where his mother was and tell his beloved disciple: “Here is your

mother.”. And he would say to his mother: “Woman, here is your son.”

At a high school football game last week Haywood Demison, wearing his lucky #21

jersey, caught a pass and ran the ball into the end zone for a 45-yard touchdown and the

win. His heart was racing. But his heart rate got faster and faster and he told his coach

that he could not breathe. He and the coach thought he was having an asthma attack so

they got him his inhaler that made him much worse. Lisa Lyver, a cardiac nurse, in the

stands saw what was happening and ran to where Haywood lay. He was not breathing. He

had no pulse. His pupils were not responding. She guessed that Haywood’s heart had

stopped for only two minutes and she needed a defibrillator to revive him, but since she

could only start CPR she prayed for a miracle. She continued to do chest compressions,

and then she felt his heart starting to beat right under her hands. Haywood came back to

life.        Lisa could very likely have said to his mother: Woman here is your son. The 17

year old has a defective left coronary artery, a life-long ailment that had never been

diagnosed. He will have heart surgery, but he looks forward to donning #21 again next

year.

At the closing of today’s gospel, the people recalled deeds of the prophet Elijah and

they called Jesus a Prophet and they spread the word of his miracles far and wide.

Modern day miracles abound, my friends. We don’t call the gifted miracle workers of our

day prophets, or do we? The gift of healing is alive and well in our day. We should not

pass these miracles off as good luck or attribute them to the gifted hands of a surgeon or

modern antibiotics or effective CPR training.

We have been given the gift of eternal life by the very same prophet who has power

over death. But Jesus also offers us miracle after miracle in the here and now. We only

need eyes to see them.


