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A Homily by     “Enmegahbowh, the Saint”
The Rev’d Jo Popham     All Saints – BCP 8 o’clock

Revelation 7:9-17
Matthew 5:1-12

In the Sermon on the Mount that we read for All Saints, Jesus teaches us about the

inhabitants of Heaven.  Jesus describes them this way: Blessed or happy are the poor in

spirit.  Happy are those who mourn and happy are the meek.  Happy are those who

hunger and thirst for righteousness.  Happy are the merciful and the pure in heart. Happy

are the peacemakers, AND those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake.  All these

children of God find comfort and live with God in Heaven.

What does God intend for us?  What does God really intend you and me?  God wants us

to be happy – to be content – to have joy – to love God so well that we find it easy to love

others – to commit ourselves to caring for one another.  But we would have to be a Saint

to love God so completely……..Surely we all know someone who exemplifies a Saint,

someone who through grace has offered God’s love to others?  These are the people we

call saints. And they are not only from the distant past.  There are Saints among us today.

As a child I loved All Saints not in small part because we always sang one of my most

favorite hymns.

1. I sing a song of the saints of God,
patient and brave and true,
who toiled and fought and lived and died
for the Lord they loved and knew.
And one was a doctor, and one was a queen,
and one was a shepherdess on the green;
they were all of them saints of God, and I mean,
God helping, to be one too.

2. They loved their Lord so dear, so dear,
and his love made them strong;
and they followed the right for Jesus' sake
the whole of their good lives long.
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And one was a soldier, and one was a priest,
and one was slain by a fierce wild beast;
and there's not any reason, no, not the least,
why I shouldn't be one too.

3. They lived not only in ages past;
there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints
who love to do Jesus' will.
You can meet them in school, on the street, in the store,
in church, by the sea, in the house next door;
they are saints of God, whether rich or poor,
and I mean to be one too.

I Sing a Song of the Saints of God
Text: Lesbia Scott; Music: John H. Hopkins

Tune: GRAND ISLE,  Meter: Irr.

Today I might add another verse or two to include:
And one was a teacher, and one was an accountant,
And one was mother and one was a father.
And one was a farmer and one was a baker,
And one was a secretary and one was an engineer.

We all have the potential to respond to God’s love.  We all have the potential to be saints.

But All Saints is usually a time in the church year when we focus on those who have

gone before us – people from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages –

who through their lives have gained entrance into the nearer presence of God in Heaven.

One such person was Enmegahbowh, a 1st Nations man who is in the church calendar of

saints. Enmegahbowh lived near the Canadian/US border over 150 years ago.

Enmegahbowh was a member the Ottawa Tribe who adopted the Ojibwa as his own

people when he married an Ojibwa woman.  He was the first First Nation person to be

ordained a priest. He was ordained in 1867 when he was 47 years old.

Enmegahbowh was living with his family and some of the Ojibwa people when the war

between the states started in 1861, there were some men who began to abduct and then
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sell young Ojibwa men to other men who did not want to fight in the Union army. And

the young Ojibwa men would be sent off to serve in the army in their stead.

Three older braves came to Enmegahbowh and told him that their sons had been taken

and sold. They were very angry and they told him of their plan to kill the men who had

done this.  Now Enmegahbowh had been teaching his people about the message of peace

that Jesus taught - and he did not believe in fighting or killing people - even if they were

doing awful things. He knew that these fathers had every right to be angry about what

happened to their sons. But he did not want his adopted people to go to war over it. So

what do you think he did? Well he asked the three braves to give him 7 days to see if he

could do something to put a stop to what was going on. His wife made two pairs of new

moccasins for him and Enmegahbowh walked and ran over 240 kilometers to meet with a

general in the army. The general gave written orders that the men were to stop selling the

Ojibwa people. Enmegahbowl made it back in 7 days, and the braves put down their

weapons and went home peacefully.

Enmegahbowh was a man who believed very strongly in peace - he was known for

saying, "let peace rule in my heart," And he was willing to work very hard to bring Jesus'

message of peace to his people. If Enmegahbowh were here today, he would remind us

that Jesus said “blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of

God.” Enmegahbowh would remind us that each one of us is God’s child, just as Christ

Jesus is God’s child. Each of us should strive to be one of the Saints of God. And each of

us should listen to the Christ within ourselves – the Christ that calls us to seek the Christ

within every person we meet, just as Enmegahbowh did.


