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A Homily by               “Choose Light!”
The Rev’d Jo Popham    First Sunday of Advent

November 28, 2010
Isaiah 2:1-5

Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44

Are you traveling over Christmas this year? If you are flying, are you concerned with

the new more invasive body scanners and very personal pat-downs that have been

instituted in many airports, even here in Calgary, as a response to the Christmas bomber

of last year’s holiday season? We seem to see the darkness of the enemy around every

corner. As Christians we feel under siege by extremists from another culture. Have you,

as I have, found yourself praying to God about safety as we travel – in fear for our lives?

Do you feel that the prophet Isaiah is speaking about our times? If he prophesied about

the coming of the Christ child, the prince of peace, could Isaiah not just as easily be

interpreted as speaking to us in our time?

Isaiah wrote about 740 BC, a time when spirits were low in Judah. The Assyrian

armies were intent upon conquering Jerusalem. Many doubted God's power to protect

them. Had not God promised to “preserve the dynasty of David?”(Chris Haslam’s

Commentary). Isaiah condemned the Jews’ actions of social injustice and saw this as the

cause of Judah being cast out of their homeland. But do you hear the message of hope in

Isaiah’s prophecy? God will end the exile of his chosen ones Isaiah promised. Indeed

they were delivered, and the house of Jacob did once again walk in the light of God.

Isaiah foretold an age of peace and plenty, a time when warfare would be a thing of the

past and crops would prosper. We need Isaiah’s prophecy today: “they shall beat their

swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up

sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.”
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Paul tells the Romans to: lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of

light, to put on the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul gave the Romans – and we too receive the

message – that how we behave socially really does matter. Imagine with me what our

society might look like if we all put on the armour of light, if we put on our Lord Jesus

this Advent?

And why ought we re-form ourselves and be part of reforming society now? Because

we do not know when the Son of Man will return. There was urgency for the disciples –

and there is urgency for us –  to complete the mission to spread the Gospel. We want

everyone to be gathered into the Kingdom of God, just as Noah gathered the faithful ones

into the ark. We might think that it matters not when we come to know God, but what

would the world look like if we lived in God’s Kingdom in the here and now – if we let

the light of Christ transform us and allow God’s light to shine through us? We then would

be the transformative force. Why we could be the light of Christ! We need only decide to

live in the light rather than be frightened by the dark.

It takes courage to live in the light of Christ. We would have to set aside our fears that

are exposed. In the light, we would have to acknowledge the world as it really is. But we

would catch our first glimpse of what life would look like when Christ lights up our

world. With our vision no longer impaired by the darkness, we would see the injustice

around us, the futility of our warring nature. In the light we would see the path we are

called to walk, the road that leads to the one who will bring peace.

The Didache is the first known teaching of the church – the teaching to the twelve

apostles. In the first chapter, the disciples were told that there was a choice to be made,

between darkness and light. The disciples lived in a time of persecution, a real time of

darkness, yet they were called to be Christ’s light in the world. We too face cultural and

social darkness. This Advent we must make a choice as we prepare for the coming of

Christ in to our hearts, into our lives, into our church once again.
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If I were like many of my peers in ministry who only know the God of justice, I would

raise my voice and demand that we all live into the light so that we can bridge our

divisions. But I trust that God loves us, loves us so much, and wants us to return that

love, so we have been given the freedom to love – to live in love – in light – or not.

Ultimately it is a personal choice. We all must choose between the darkness of the world

and the light of Christ.

So I beg you, my sisters and brothers, choose light.

Choose light!


