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A Homily preached by          “Is Jesus the One?”
The Rev’d Jo Popham   Third Sunday of Advent

8 o’clock BCP service
December 12, 2010

Matthew 11:2-11

Do people today have doubts about who Jesus was and is? Have you ever had doubts

about whether Christ was “the one” – whether he really was and is the Messiah? People

today do have doubts. And it is acceptable to ask our Lord “Art thou he that should come,

or do we look for another?” “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for

another?”  John the Baptist even had his doubts, my friends. And so he asked.

What might be our answer if someone ask us whether Jesus was the Messiah? Would

we be prepared to proclaim that Jesus is the one, he is the Savior. And as evidence could

we recall his wonderful works? Could we say he showed us he was and is ‘the one’ by his

works? “The blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf

hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.”

Last night at 7:30 pm Chorus Niagara performed George Friderik Handel’s  Messiah.

And the house was filled with people who paid to hear of the Messiah’s coming and of

Jesus Christ’s deeds on earth: “Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of

the deaf unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart. And the tongue of the dumb

shall sing.” Not so long ago Chorus Niagara performed for free. Their audience was an

unsuspecting and delightfully surprised group of shoppers in the food court at the mall.

Pat Kover sent me the site on you tube. As of this week 14,489,883 people have heard the

powerful message of Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus, the message of the Messiah.

At noon in the food court of the mall in Niagara on November 13th members of the

Niagara Chorus mixed in with shoppers at the Welland Seaway Mall. Then they began to

stand up and tell the story of ‘the one’ the Messiah. And the phenomenon has spread, all
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the way to us here at St. Andrew’s as we shared the your tube presentation with one

another. And many have commented on Niagara Chorus’s surprise. One person who

viewed the flash mob’s presentation said that the “word of God became flesh and

everyone recognized it!”

The cynical among us might say that the flash mob was merely self-promoting, to sell

more tickets to their upcoming performance of the Messiah last night and again today at 3

o’clock. I say Niagara Chorus gave the people at the food court in the Mall an early

Christmas gift. And we also received a wonderful gift too, by viewing their presentation,

yes, but also by having a very real example of what we are called to do this Advent.

John may have been disappointed by Jesus. He may have had doubts. John had been

proclaiming that the coming of the Messiah and the coming of God’s kingdom. Perhaps

John had the same expectations of many in his day. The Jews so wanted someone to

conquer the Romans, to reorder the world so that God would be in charge. They and John

expected a mighty one in royal robes, a conquering king to void all the wrongs done to

God’s people, but instead they got a loving leader who came to heal them and to show

God’s love, not God’s might.

When John doubted that Jesus was the Messiah and sent his messengers to Jesus

asking ‘are you the one, or do we and John have to look for another?’ Jesus invited John

to answer the question for himself. Should we have doubts, if we don’t know how to

answer the same question ourselves, if we don’t know how to relate the story to others

who question whether Jesus is the Messiah, we would do well to reflect on how Handel

told of the Messiah.

If we were to continue to read in Matthew’s gospel, we would hear “Let anyone with

ears listen!” (v. 15). So I invite you to listen, and to see what 15 million have seen in the

last few weeks. Or better yet, come back to the 10:30 service for our annual Pageant and
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Lessons & Carols for a live performance of who this Jesus was and is. [Play the you tube

flash mob at the Welland Seaway Mall in Niagara.]

Goto:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXh7JR9oKVE&feature=player_embedded


