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A Homily by      “The Power of Love – God’s love”
The Rev’d Jo Popham        Third Sunday after Epiphany

January 23, 2011
Isaiah 9:1-4

1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23

Jesus heard the news that Herod had arrested John. Some scholars say that Jesus

was avoiding the authorities for fear of arrest that he would be seized by the

authorities. But Jesus’s ministry was always out in the open. It is more likely that

he was taking the good news that John began, the news that the Kingdom of God

was near to another region under Herod’s control. The road by the sea was from

Damascas to the Mediterranean. This was the same route of the Assyrian invasion.

Jesus had made his home in Capernaum that was on the northwestern shore of the

Lake of Galilee. The road from Damascus to the Mediterranean passes the Sea of

Galilee. When the Gospel of Matthew was written the Galilee of the Gentiles really

was half Gentile. Matthew’s Gospel painted Jesus’s ministry as being to the Jews

almost entirely, but this mention of the region that was half Gentile and bilingual

(Greek and Aramaic) foretells of Jesus’s ministry to the Gentiles, those who were

brought from darkness to the light of Christ.

In Isaiah the shadow – the darkness – was the Assyrian invasion. “The people

who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep

darkness on them light has shined.” The prophet Isaiah was speaking of those who

had suffered from the Assyrian oppression. It is no accident that Jesus walks this

route where the Jewish exiles left the region after being conquered by the

Assyrians. And here the light came, walking down the dusty road, fishing for

people. Jeremiah had prophesied that the Lord would be sending for many

fishermen to catch the people of Israel (Jeremah 16:16).
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As Jesus walked by the shore of the Galilee he called out to two sets of

brothers, Peter and Andrew were casting nets into the sea and he told them “Follow

me, and I will make you fish for people.” Andrew and Peter left their nets and

joined Jesus. He then called James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were

mending their nets. They left their father in the boat and followed Jesus. They too

would learn to  fish for people.

What does it mean to be a fisher of men? Is it not our same call to spread the

Gospel to all people? Doesn’t it include bringing people to know God through

God’s Son, Jesus the Christ? Doesn’t it mean empowering people through the

power of love, the power of God’s love?

Some years ago I got a phone call from our first child, the oldest and first to go

off to college. We spoke nearly every day that first semester, and one night she

spoke of her faith in a conversation I have never forgotten. She was concerned for

her peers at school. She said, ‘You know, Mom, my friends here in the dorm are

away from home, away from family and friends – most of them – for the first time

in their lives, and they don’t know that God loves them. They are really all alone

here at school.’ She could not imagine not knowing that she was loved, by family

and friends, of course, but moreover by God. She could not imagine being that lost,

not knowing God’s love, not knowing the power of God’s love.

Andrew and Peter, James and John left their families and their vocations. They

put down their nets and followed Jesus. Jesus was the conduit for God’s love. The

fishermen knew this from the moment that Jesus called them; they knew the power

of God’s love.
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In Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth he made it clear to the readers – and it is

abundantly clear to us – that the power of love came from God through Jesus’s

saving act of love on the cross. Isaiah had prophesied that not only would the Jews

be freed from their Assyrian captors but they would be empowered to reflect God

love – they would be given the power of God’s love. And this power of love came

through Jesus.

Initially Jesus’s ministry was to the Jews, but people from “Syria” (v. 24), “the

Decapolis” (a federation of ten cities of Hellenistic culture, nine of them east of the

Sea of Galilee and the Jordan River. They were Damascus, Philadelphia, Raphana,

Scythopolis, Gadera, Hippos, Dion, Gerasa, and Canatha), and people from

“beyond the Jordan” also come to him to hear his message. Just as Andrew and

Peter, and the Zebedee boys were drawn by the power of God, so were the Jews

and Gentiles. They were all attracted by the love of God that came from Jesus.

Our entire family played Trivial Pursuit at the time that Stacy went off to

college and called to express her concern about her peers not knowing the power of

God’s love. The movie Back to the Future had made Huey Lewis and the News’

song “The Power of Love” very popular. Til now if I don’t know the answer to a

Trivial Pursuit question I give my stock answer: “Huey Lewis and the News.” It is

the power of love – God’s love – that moved me, and it still does.

The power of love is a curious thing
makes one man weep, makes another man sing
Changes a hawk to a little white dove
…that's the power of love

Two decades before Martin Luther King, Jr., whose birthday we celebrated this

past week, gave a speech he entitled “Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or

Community?” Dr. King said: “Power at its best is love implementing the demands
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of justice. Justice at its best is love correcting everything that stands against love.”

The people of Israel had lived in chaos, but they looked forward to a time when

their community would be restored not in small part because of the message of the

prophet Isaiah assuring them that through the power of God’s love they would

come out of darkness into the light. The church Paul planted in Corinth was based

on this same love of God as seen through by light of Christ. The four fishermen,

the first called to be fishers of people, were drawn by the power of God’s love in

this man Jesus. The power of that kind of love can still make us weep, can make us

sing. It can change a hawk into a dove. It can implement justice – can change

anything that stands against it. That is the power of love, the power of God’s love.

Jesus told his new disciples where they would go from the Jordan. They would

take the power of God’s love to the people, to all God’s people; they would fish for

them. So, where do we go from here? Can we take the power of love – the power

of God’s love– and spread it to those who do know that they are loved? Can we

take God’s love and learn to be God’s instrument to affect justice in the world?

Can we use the power of God’s love and choose to live in community? Or will we

choose to remain in the darkness – in chaos – in a world void of God’s love?

Where do we go from here?


