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A Homily by  “Where Are We Going”
The Rev’d Jo Popham                               5th Sunday of Easter

May 22, 2011
John 16:5-15

After the Last Supper Jesus continued to disciple his followers. He forewarned them

that he would be leaving – indeed he was about to be gathered into heaven where God his

father was and is. He told them many things to keep them from stumbling. He forewarned

them that they would be put out of the synagogues. Jesus also predicted that they would

suffer persecution and death for their faith. He told the disciples about their mission. And

Jesus gave them the promise that the Holy Comforter would come to guide them and the

church they were to found in his name.

According to a small evangelical movement in the US, the beginning of the end of the

world was to be yesterday, May 21st, 2011, at 6:00 pm to be precise. The faithful were

supposed to be raptured – gathered into heaven – last evening. And October 21st would

then be the destruction of the earth altogether. I dare say this morning they are redefining

how to do church – how to do their ministry.  Rather than selling all their belongings and

emptying their bank accounts to support Harold Camping and his Family radio

apocalyptic message and waiting for the end to come, I wonder if these people might

have served God better by discipling people – making more disciples for Christ – thus

creating heaven here on earth.

The church is to work – we are to work – with the help of the Holy Spirit to continue

the work of Christ in the world – to make disciples – to spread the word of God to all

people – to make God known – and thus bring about heaven here on earth. The disciples

were too consumed with sorrow at the thought of Jesus leaving them that they could not

hear the hope in their future when the spirit of truth would come to them. The disciples

were so preoccupied with their loss – the loss of their friend and their rabbi – that they

did not even ask what our Lord meant. I would have asked “Where are you going?”
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I wonder if the followers of the 90 year old pastor – soothsayer of the 20th and 21st

century – if they ask the obvious question about their future. Where are we going?

Earlier in John’s Gospel Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?” and

Jesus answered, “Where I am going, you cannot follow me now; but you will follow

afterwards.” (13:34) and Thomas asked him, ‘Lord, where are you going?’”(14:5) But the

disciples did not understand, for Philip said “‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be

satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do

not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the

Father”? (14:8-9) If you recall last week’s Gospel reading the Lord knew that the

disciples wanted to ask him to explain again what he meant when he said “A little while,

and you will no longer see me, and again a little while, and you will see me”? Very truly,

I tell you, you will weep and mourn, but the world will rejoice; you will have pain, but

your pain will turn into joy” (16:19-20).

Are we being called to set aside our preoccupation with our own worries, our own

sadness, our own needs so that we can receive all that God is offering us? I believe that is

exactly what we are called to do if we want to receive the joy here on earth that we have

been promised. The disciples heard the promise Holy Spirit but they did not comprehend

because they were too filled with sorrow. Those who embraced the warnings of the

rapture could not embrace the comfort of the Holy Spirit. We have received the Holy

Spirit sent so that we could understand the things leave us with questions unasked and

unanswered. In these next weeks let us prepare – not for the end of this world but for the

Holy Comforter to come again into our lives, into our world to guide us. Let us embrace

the mission of the church given to the 12 and through them to us. Let us live in joy not

fear. Let us ask where we are going. Let us trust that we are journeying toward wholeness

along with other faithful believers who trust in God’s love and mercy – looking forward

to life not the end of life.


