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How do we confess the faith of what we do not know? How do we acknowledge the

glory of the eternal Trinity? Reading Revelation to clarify the three persons of the Holy

Trinity is like looking for answers in the movie theatre. Do you remember the movie

Four Weddings and A Funeral?  The poor young priest in that movie misspoke a number

of times, but what I remember the most was his calling the Trinity “The Father, The Son,

and the Holy Spikett” and “The Father, the Son, and the Holy Goat.”

Out of the mouth of babes comes to mind when a colleague had to answer one of

those questions that only a child could ask: “Why don’t we pray for the West Coast?”

“What?” my priest friend responded. “Well, we prayed in the name of the Father, the Son

and the whole east coast. What’s wrong with the west coast?” But then I think that the

divine majesty of the Unity of the Trinity was best expressed by our children during the

children’s sermon a couple years ago. They made three circles that began to move in a

clockwise circle and the three circles were also moving clockwise, together, in

communion with one another, in cooperation with one another. Then the small circles

broke and became a large circle, all the while turning in a clockwise direction. Then the

three small circles broke off again but still working within the large circle, always

moving, always dynamic, always in collaboration with one another. The three sub-teams

were always working with one another always as part of the one larger team or circle. I

think that is the best description of the Holy Trinity I have ever experienced. I say

experienced intentionally, rather than seen or heard. The Holy Trinity is alive, it is felt, it

is lived.

The three persons that make up God the Holy Trinity, are they distinct separate beings
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or are they one, or are they both. I think children can imagine this better than we. Last

week we spoke of the Holy Spirit. But the Trinity is what we think most of this day in the

calendar year.

God the Father is neither male nor female, of course, but expressing God as having

gender even without sexuality is still problematic, because we human beings are limited

by our forms of expression. Historically God has been as Him. Recent efforts to be more

inclusive have been somewhat successful, but we still call the first person of the Trinity

God the Father. William P. Young’s in his book The Shack depicted God the Father as a

large African American woman named Papa, a nurturing figure who cooked soul food –

food for the soul. Jesus was a Middle Easterner who “was dressed like a laborer,

complete with tool belt... and a plaid shirt with sleeves rolled just above the elbows.

Young chose a Asian woman with a Hindi name for the Holy Spirit – Sarayu, that not

only means “wind” it is also the name of a river, and it is used to explain the wind that

refreshes you by surprise on a hot day. (William P. Shack, The Shack, pp. 84. 86, 87).

We often rely upon the Nicene Creed to express our faith in the Trinity. We believe in

one God the Father as the maker of all things including heaven and earth. We believe in

one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, born of a woman, made human but by the Holy

Spirit. We believe in the Holy Ghost, the giver of life that we first learned of from the

Prophets. But can the creeds fully express who God is.

We are constantly trying to expand our understanding of God. But we are so limited

by words. Father, Son, Holy Spirit, Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, Energy, Wisdom,

Light, Justice, Hope, Perfection, sophia, logos, spiritus, Papa the loving black woman,

Jesus the mid-eastern laborer, an Asian wind spirit Sarayu. The mystery of the Holy

Trinity is just that – a mystery. Let us embrace the ambiguity.


