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A Homily by   “Who gave us ears to hear?”
The Rev’d Jo Popham  BCP 8 o’clock service – June 26, 2011

Second Sunday after Pentecost
St. Luke 16:19

Interesting, isn’t it that the rich man in Jesus’s parable cried out for help to Abraham.

The rich man appealed to Father Abraham – Abraham the father of a nation of Godly

people. And Abraham in Jesus’s story answered relying on Moses and the prophets

saying that the people of the time would not believe even if someone rose from the dead.

What then would it take for the people of our time to believe? If they believed – then

they would be here with us worshiping God, would they not? Aren’t we obliged to

evangelize? Aren’t we called to disciple people so that they know God and Jesus Christ

as God’ son? And aren’t we empowered by the Holy Spirit to act on what we have been

taught? Who are today’s prophets? Are we not called to be prophets to a nation of people

who do not yet believe?

The rich man wanted Abraham to send Lazarus back to him for selfish reasons at first,

but the true reason came out. He wanted someone to come and save his children, to teach

them, instruct them in the reality of God so that they would be saved, saved from eternal

damnation as he was suffering.

Jesus was teaching the disciples when he gave them this parable. But it comes on the

heels of another parable – the one about the rich man and the dishonest manager. That

teaching ends with “you cannot serve two masters, for you will either hate the one and

love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot love God and

wealth.” (Luke 16:13) Jesus spoke often of money. He was discipling his followers, yes,

but he was also teaching others who had ears to hear. The Pharisees were lovers of

money, and they too heard Jesus teach. And they ridiculed Jesus, because of his naiveté.

Of course money ruled the Pharisee’s world. I suppose it still does. But Jesus continued

to teach and disciple his followers, and he still does even today, if we have ears to hear.
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Many of our Lord’s teachings were hard for the disciples to hear. They still are. Even

the message of those who prophesied about Jesus’s coming were hard to hear. On the

church calendar, last Friday is the day set aside to remember John the Baptist. I receive

by email every day a Christian quotation. Friday’s was particularly enlightening and

timely. Emil Brunner in his book entitled The Scandal of Christianity wrote “It is one of

the greatest dangers of the Church in a Democratic country--and one of the greatest

temptations for churches which for their support are dependent on the good will of their

congregations--to present the gospel message in a way agreeable and inoffensive to those

who are to hear it.”1 One of the questions I have asked bishops all along my journey is “If

you could begin your ministry again, what, if anything, would you do differently?” More

than once the answer has been, that the bishop would teach the reality of the Gospels and

not tailor Jesus’s message to the sensibilities of the hearer. To preach and teach the

Gospels is to anticipate a change of heart, but you cannot change hearts without

challenging them. In our tradition, the lessons are chosen for us preachers. And to ignore

the heart of the message so that noone is offended is a temptation. But Bishops I have

asked regretted this with their whole hearts. In discipling believers and followers alike,

Jesus did not temper his message for the crowd. And neither should we.

Another quotation about the Gospel and Western culture says it well: “A preaching of

the gospel that calls men and women to accept Jesus as Savior but does not make it clear

that discipleship means commitment to a vision of society radically different from that

which controls our public life today must be condemned as false.”2 The rich man in

today’s Gospel reading learned this and wanted someone to go to his children and teach

them so that they would be saved. I wonder who discipled us? Who taught us and

welcomed us into the family of believers? Whose voice did we hear and understand? And

was that voice speaking softly and carefully so as not to offend, or did we learn early on

that we are called to live a life very different from today’s culture?

May we have ears to hear.  Amen.
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