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A Homily by        “Do Not Begrudge Those Whom God Finds”
The Rev’d Jo Popham        BCP 8 o’clock, July 10, 20111

Luke 15:1-10

Jesus’s parables about lost sheep and the lost coin reveal much about the Pharisees

and Scribes who thought themselves better than the tax collectors – the publicans – and

the sinners that Jesus associated with. So Jesus pushed their buttons even harder when he

spoke to them about lost things. Were the Pharisees and Scribes lost? Are we lost? Jesus

asked the Pharisees and Scribes – and he is asking us – “Is anyone beyond God’s

mercy?” And “Does God really care about those who are unable to find him?” Does God

seek out those who are lost? Yes. Yes! Yes!!

The Pharisees and Scribes grumbled and murmured. They must have thought: “This

Jesus does not get it! We Scribes and righteous Pharisees are the chosen ones, not these

publicans and sinners. Why does this learned rabbi Jesus waste his time on such people as

these? Why he even ate at table with them. Surely God must love us more than those

people. We observe all the household rules. We read the Torah. We are God’s people, not

those people, those lost people.”

Jesus told a parable about the shepherd who left the 99 sheep in the wilderness and

went in search of the one that was lost. Without hesitation the shepherd went to find the

lost sheep. And Jesus spoke of a poor peasant woman who had lost one of her coins. Of

course, she would light a lantern and sweep the house listening intently for the tinkle of

the coin on the hard dirt floor?2 In these two parables God is the shepherd and God is the

woman who had lost the coin. Jesus told the Scribes and Pharisees – and he is telling us

– that not only does God find the lost, God rejoices when we are found.

The Pharisees and Scribes wanted justice – their brand of justice for the sinners. And

they wanted mercy for themselves. These so-called chosen begrudged Jesus tending to

those lost souls. They wanted his full attention. And they surely would not think of
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celebrating with God for those who were lost and were found. And they grumbled and

murmured.

I don’t know about you, but I have been at a number of cross roads of my life, and I

have been really lost more times than I can count. I take such comfort that God wept with

me, that God searched for me and found me. But in looking back what lifts my spirits the

most is knowing that God rejoiced when I was once again found.

I have shared this story with you before, but it really is appropriate for today’s Gospel

reading:

A Jewish story tells of the good fortune of a hardworking farmer. The Lord appeared

to this farmer and granted him three wishes, but with the condition that whatever the Lord

did for the farmer would be given double to his neighbour. The farmer, scarcely believing

his good fortune, wished for a hundred cattle. Immediately he received a hundred cattle,

and he was overjoyed until he saw that his neighbour had two hundred (And he

murmured to himself.). So he wished for a hundred acres of land, and again he was filled

with joy until he saw that his neighbour had two hundred acres of land (and the farmer

grumbled and murmured all the more, under his breath.). Rather than celebrating God’s

goodness, the farmer could not escape feeling jealous and slighted because his neighbour

had received more than he. Finally, he stated his third wish: that God would strike him

blind in one eye.  And God wept.3

The parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin expose the grudging spirit of the

Pharisees and Scribes, and, at times, our own reluctance to accept God’s grace. Wouldn’t

we rather celebrate with God and experience real joy at our neighbour’s good fortune of

being found? May we be the cause of God’s joy, not God’s tears. May we rejoice with

God when the lost are found.  Amen.
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1 July 10 – THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
THE GOSPEL. St Luke 15. 1.
THEN drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him. And the
Pharisees and Scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with
them. And he spake this parable unto them, saying, What man of you having an hundred
sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go
after that which is lost, until he find it? And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his
shoulders, rejoicing. And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and
neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was
lost. I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth,
more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance. Either what
woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and
sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find it? And when she hath found it, she
calleth her friends and her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me, for I have found
the piece which I had lost. Likewise, I say unto you, There is joy in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.
2 The original ten drachma could have been her family’s entire savings. The silver coins
may even have been her dowry, that may have been sewn together into a headdress, an
ornament from her wedding. This might explain her urgency and her joy at finding the
coin.
3 The New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary, Vol. IX, p. 298.


