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A Homily by       “Commitment and Consequences?”
The Rev’d Jo Popham  Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Fifth Sunday after Trinity
July 24, 2011
Luke 5:1-11

This story in Luke of the calling and commitment of the disciples is not for the feign

of heart. Discipleship has its risks. Following Jesus – commitment to his message –

means living into his destiny.

A good friend from high school graduated from university with my husband and

announced to his parents that he was going to seminary to become a priest. His father was

a pathologist and quite a fine one. He told my friend that he would not support him

through theological training. He was to be a doctor like his father, or else he would be

disinherited. There would be consequences to his disobedience. So off he went to medical

school. And three years after he received his medical degree he graduated from seminary

and was ordained to the priesthood in the Episcopal Church. He served in the Navy as a

doctor, a pediatric psychiatrist, for most of his career. And he worked in youth ministry in

parishes. He has retired from the military now, but continues to work in the same office

as he did before with the same staff and colleagues. One thing that he can do now, that

was not allowed while on active duty, is to openly pray for his patients. He and some of

the other doctors gather each morning for prayer. And their prayers do make a difference

in the treatment of their patients. My friend made the total commitment to follow his

calling to spread the Christian message.

Peter, John and James made the total commitment in leaving everything to follow

Jesus. They had been fishing all night. They were already washing their nets. They were

tired. They were done for the day, so done. They had been “skunked” as fishermen called

it when they had fished all day and caught nothing. When Jesus got into the boat Peter

must have thought this man crazy. Jesus was a carpenter, not a fishermen. What did he
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know about fishing? But Jesus’s charisma was such that they were convinced, and they

set out onto the waters of the Sea of Galilee just off of the southwestern shore of the plain

of Gennesaret. Peter let down the nets where Jesus told them, and was he ever surprised.

The catch was so large he had to call to John and James to help pull the nets in. The nets

were about to burst. And once landed the catch almost caused them to capsize. Peter was

humbled and felt unworthy. But Jesus reassured him that from that moment on he would

be fishing for people. Peter and the Zebedee brothers were partners in their fishing

business, but they left their boats, their nets, and their families and followed Jesus to

become disciples.

Do we have to leave home and family to be committed to the Christian message?

Indeed not. We are not all called to be priests and doctors who pray openly for their

patients. But we are all called to be disciples. What might that look like to us?

I have had some really good conversations with one of our children this week. It is not

unusual for him to work 14 hour days seven days a week. He hurt his back and was put to

bed by his doctor so he has had more time to share his life with me. This is our son who

works for the Recovery School District in New Orleans, rebuilding and refurbishing the

schools that they won’t hear the stories. Anyone can carry paint and scrape and spackle

and slather color onto drab school walls, but when the young people who come to help an

injured city recover hear the reason for the sad state the school buildings are in, they have

a change of heart – they become committed to the Christian message of justice and love

for all people. Most of the volunteers are Christians. Now this son is the most active

Christian although he is not religious, and I think he is a model of discipleship. What he

teaches as he works along side the volunteers is that there are consequences to inequality,

and he teaches the volunteers to be committed to making a difference in the lives of the

school children in New Orleans, children who have suffered from inequality, as have

their parents, and grandparents.
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There are consequences to inequality, consequences for all of us, not just those who

fall at the lower end of the ladder of success. When education is not equal, there is a cost

that transcends all walks of life. If we don’t like the jail system, then we must change the

way we educate our children giving all of them the same opportunity to learn and develop

their minds. If we don’t like the imbalance of wealth then we must educate everyone

fairly and equally. I could go on and on. Our son teaches while he paints and his young

workers leave more committed to the Christian message.

This child of ours is passionate about his work. He is also as charming as he is

committed. Years ago we warned this son – who now has grown into a good good man –

that he could not make a living on his charm. I think he is fishing for people, fishing and

then teaching his catch. And thousands have heard and listened and learned – young

people and heads of powerful corporations have had a change of heart after working with

him.

May we have ears to hear and hearts to listen. We may not have the will to become a

doctor and then a priest like my good friend. We may not have the charisma like our son

to teach the Christian message. But even Peter, James, and John did not have the skills to

fish for people until Jesus taught them. May we find our own way of discipling others,

and may we trust that Jesus will teach us all we need to know.

Amen.


