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A Homily by  “a day to pause and remember and forgive”
The Rev’d Jo Popham Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 11, 2011
Exodus 14:19-31
Romans 14:1-12

Matthew 18:21-35

God of love, as the world pauses today to look back and to look forward, we pause to

pray to you, our only defender and the author of peace.

O God, in a pillar of fire you visited the Israelites and you lit up the night; so empower

your Church to light up the darkness of our world, and drive terror and hate from the

earth.

As Moses stretched out his hand to divide the waters, and brought the Israelites into a

land of freedom; we pray for all the nations of the world, O God, that you might always

bless us all, with freedom from oppression and fear.

When you bring freedom O God, the mountains skip like rams and the little hills like

young sheep; so spread your mercy over all the earth that all your children can dance

without fear.

Gracious God, we pray for all those who grieve today … for those who witnessed and

survived the attacks … for those who came to rescue, save, and protect … and for all the

souls who were lost, especially those we remember now.

The US Department of Foreign Affairs has reported that 24 Canadians were killed in

the September 11 attacks. Three other people with close Canadian connections were also

killed.

1. Michael Arczynski — a 45-year-old skier from Vancouver was a senior vice-president

in his Manhattan office. He and his wife, Lori, who was raised in Montreal, had three

children and Lori was pregnant at the time of the attack.
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2. Garnet (Ace) Bailey — 53, a native of Saskatchewan, was director of scouting for the

NHL. He was aboard United Airlines Flight 175 that crashed into the south tower. Ace

was a veteran of 11 NHL seasons, played for the Edmonton Oilers with Wayne Gretzky,

and earned seven Stanley Cup rings before turning to coaching. He is survived by his son

Todd and his wife, Katherine who started a fund in his name to support childrens’

programs.

3. David Barkway — a 34-year-old executive in Toronto was in the north tower. He was

in New York with his wife, Cindy, on a three-day business trip and to celebrate his

birthday. He left two young sons, one who was born the January after the attacks. A

scholarship was set up in his name at Carleton University.

4. Ken Basnicki — a 48-year-old father of two worked in Toronto and was in the north

tower attending a conference. Ken had a passion for golf, skiing, snowboarding and his

Harley Davidson. His wife Maureen has started the Canadian Coalition Against Terror.

5. Joseph Collison — was born in Toronto in 1951 and moved to New York City as an

adult. He was in the north tower. He was buried in Mississauga next to his parents.

6. Cynthia Connolly — who was 40, had transferred from Montreal to a branch in the

World Trade Center in 1999. She and her husband, Donald Poissant lived in New Jersey.

Cynthia had an Airedale-German shepherd, Shadow that she struggled to control as they

went for walks – she was only four-foot-three.

7. Arron Dack — a 39-year-old father of two – Olivia and Carter – was born in England,

moved to Canada with his parents in 1970, and was a senior executive with a Canadian

company attending a conference in the north tower. His wife Abigail Carter has since

started two support groups for widows.

8. Michael Egan — 51, worked in the twin towers. The father of two boys, moved to the

New York from Montreal in 1991 after immigrating from England. His sister Christine
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was visiting him on Sept. 11 and was also killed in the attack. Michael’s wife Anna said

he spent much of his time introducing his son Matthew, who has Downs syndrome, to

different sports.

9. Christine Egan — Michael’s sister was a 55-year-old Health Canada nurse from

Winnipeg who loved Canada’s North, where she practiced as a nurse.

10. Albert Elmarry — a 30-year-old, had moved from Toronto to the US in 1999 to work

in the World Trade Center. Albert a devoutly religious man who started each day with a

prayer, met his wife, Irenie, on a visit to his native Egypt.

11. & 12. Meredith Ewart 29 and Peter Feidelberg 34 — were a Montreal couple who had

moved to the US in 1997 and married in 2000. They had offices in the south tower. A

memorial fund in their names had been set up with the Canadian Council of Christians

and Jews.

13. Alexander Filipov — was 70. He, an electrical engineer with three sons, was born in

Regina and lived in Massachusetts. He was on American Airlines Flight 11 when it hit

the World Trade Center. He had been booked on later flight but had switched at the last

minute, thinking to get home earlier for his 44th wedding anniversary on Sept. 15.

14. Ralph Gerhardt — a 34-year-old brokerage firm vice-president called his parents in

Toronto, just after the first plane hit the north tower. He told his father that he was going

to look for his girlfriend – who also died that day in the attacks. Then he said: “I am OK.

We are OK. I love you.”

15. Stuart Lee — was attending a conference in the World Trade Center. At 30, he was

vice-president of a technology company. Lee, who grew up in Vancouver loved traveling

the globe with his wife Lynn.

16. Mark Ludvigsen — a 32-year-old native of New Brunswick, and his wife of three

years, Maureen, lived in Manhattan. He worked in the south tower. He left a message for
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his mother at 9 a.m. “Mother, now don’t you worry. I’m in the other tower. I’m fine and

I’ll call you later.”

17. Bernard Mascarenhas — a 54-year-old native of Newmarket, Ontario, and the CEO

of a Canadian firm was in the north tower on a five-day business trip to New York.

Bernard left behind his wife, Raynette, a son, Sven, and a daughter, Jaclyn.

18. Colin McArthur — a 52-year-old Glasgow native moved to Toronto in 1977 to work

as an insurance broker. He moved to Montreal in 1986 with his wife, Brenda. Colin

became a Canadian citizen and worked as managing director at a Canadian firm in the

World Trade Center. His wife has set up scholarship at the University of Glasgow, for

students who lost a parent or guardian in the Sept. 11 attacks.

19. Michael Pelletier — was 36 years old and a natural athlete who loved to play hockey.

He was commodities broker for a subsidiary of a Canadian firm at the World Trade

Center. He called his wife, Sophie, and told her he was trapped in the building and that he

loved her. He had a three-year-old daughter and one-year-old son.

20. Donald Robson — a Toronto native was 52 and had lived in the US for 20 years. He

was a partner and bond broker in the north tower. He and his wife, Kathy, had two sons,

Geoff and Scott. He had been planning a 24th wedding anniversary celebration for his

wife.

21. Ruffino (Roy) Santos — was 37, a native of Manila, who had moved to British

Columbia with his family in the 80s. He moved to New York in the late 90s as a

computer consultant in the World Trade Center. He was to start a new job the next week

in Calgary.

22. Vladimir Tomasevic — from Yugoslavia, was 36 and had moved to Canada in 1994.

He lived in Toronto with his wife, Tanja, and was vice-president of a Canadian software

concern attending a conference in the north tower.
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23. Chantal (Chanti) Vincelli — a 38-year-old former Montrealer worked as a marketing

assistant. She moved to New York in the late 90s and lived in Harlem with her cats.

Chanti was setting up a kiosk for a trade show in the north tower.

24. Debbie Williams — 35, was a Montreal native. She and her husband, Darren, were

transferred to New York City where she continued to work for the Canadian company

where she had worked for 15 years. Debbie had recently given birth to their only child.

25. Frank Joseph Doyle — was a 39-year-old Detroit native who was married to Kimmy

Chedel of St. Adele, Quebec. Frank was an executive vice-president of a firm in the

Trade Center. He left two children, Zoe and Garrett.

26. Jane Beatty — a native of Britain was 53, lived in Ontario for 20 years before moving

to the US to work in the north tower. She phoned her husband Bob just before the plane

hit the tower. Three weeks before she died, she celebrated her fifth anniversary of

surviving breast cancer. She had two grown sons.

27. LeRoy Homer — was 36. He was the co-pilot of United Airlines Flight 93 that

crashed in Pennsylvania after being taken over by hijackers. LeRoy had a young

daughter. A foundation in his name was established to help young people get their

certification as pilots.

8 o’clock service     God of love, we pray that your healing balm would run down like

rain upon us all, and we pray that all who were lost were also found, by You.

Lord, let it be so.

Amen.
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10:30 service      Imagine with me that it is 11 o’clock in the morning 10 years ago.

We are with Michael and Ace, with Christine and her brother, with the young couple

from Montreal. Leroy is with us, as is Chanti and Debbie and Frank and Colin …we are

with all these our Canadian brothers and sisters. We are with the thousands who died that

day. We are waiting just outside the gates of heaven. God’s angels had been busy that

day, but still there were so many victims of the attacks on 9/11. Then we are shocked

when we notice that the 19 hijackers are there waiting with us. Anger wells up in us.

Then someone among us reminds us of what Paul asked the Romans: “Why do you pass

judgment on your brothers? Why do you despise your brothers? All will stand before the

judgment seat of God. Each one of us will be accountable to God. And then we remember

that Peter asked our Lord Jesus: “How often should I forgive? As many as seven times?”

Jesus told him: “Not seven times, but, seventy-seven times.” So we are called to forgive

our brothers from our hearts. But how do we forgive these terrorists? These men are not

our brothers, they are our enemies.

How do we allow our enemies to stop being our enemies? If we do, then all the rules

will change, says Barbara Brown Taylor, a well respected Episcopal priest, preacher, and

writer. Losing an enemy can be as unsettling – as upsetting – as losing a friend or loved

one. We don’t know how to act any more.1 Everything changes when we allow our

enemy to not be an enemy anymore. To forgive is a transformative act. So if we forgive

these hijackers who killed our fellow Canadians – those in the World Trade Center and

the passengers on the jets that were hijacked and the military experts at the Pentagon – if

we allow them not to be our enemies, we will be changed…and we will be changed in

ways that anger only wishes it could change us. And so we are transformed. The change

in us is like uncurling a fist to an open hand willing to receive God’s grace. Our enemies

are no longer our enemies.         On 9/11 we at heaven’s gate know that God has cured us

of all our anger. God has allowed us to forgive our enemies.
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My sisters and brothers, we who have lived under the treat of terror these last 10

years, all of us have been forgiven every day of our lives. God has forgiven us. And God

has given us choices. We have free will. We can choose to forgive. And we have an

advocate to keep reminding us to forgive and to accept forgiveness. But this forgiveness

business is hard work. It takes a lot of practice. How often should we forgive? Seven

times? Or is it seventy-seven times? If we practice we might just get good at this

forgiving thing. We might learn – here on earth – how to allow our enemies to not be

enemies any longer. And we will be healed of the anger we have been harbouring. It will

be nothing short of transforming. Seventy-seven might just be a starting point. We might

be so transformed that we may not want the forgiving and the healing to end.

God of love, in whom all things are possible, we pray that all who were lost were also

found, by You. We pray to be able to open our hands to receive your grace to enable us to

allow our enemies to no longer be our enemies. May we allow your healing balm to run

down like rain upon us all. We ask all these things in the name of your son, Jesus Christ

who taught us to forgive not seven times, but seventy-seven times.

Lord, let it be so.

Amen.

                                                  
1 National Public Radio interview by Linda Wertheimer with a correspondent in the  Middle East,
speaking about the potential of peace between Israelis and Palestinians.


