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A Homily by        “Everyone at the Table”
The Rev’ds Jo and Jim Popham Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 18, 2011
Matthew 20:1-16

Is anyone surprised by the unconventional ways that Jesus teaches his disciples – and

us –  about household structures?

He does tend to stand conventional wisdom on its head!

Amen to that.

And yet we are always surprised, a little astonished, at the way he can turn our hearts

to God’s ways, turn our mind to God’s Kingdom and away from the empire’s, and the

world’s.

In Jesus’s travels from Galilee to Jerusalem, he took the opportunity to instruct his

followers on what God expects of us in daily life, in the household structures that we

might think are our business, not God’s business.

He spoke of husbands and wives (19:3-12, of children (19:13-15), of making money

(19:16-30), and of slaves (20:17-28).

And he taught a less patriarchal – a less hierarchical – a more egalitarian lifestyle.

Jesus wanted us to know the ideal, how God would have us live. Jesus taught that there is

no difference between rich and poor, Jew and Gentile, men and women, free and slave.

So the key question for us really is “How can we live into this alternative lifestyle?”

Right! In all we do, in our daily life and work, we should try to live as Jesus taught us,

to bring God’s kingdom about here on earth – to bring freedom and equality to all people.

Yes, we have heard again the ideal that Jesus taught Peter, the disciples – and we

have to look into the truth mirror and see where we have failed our Lord in bringing

about God’s kingdom here on earth. If our households, our churches, our governments,
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all aspects of our life are to be managed equally, fairly, without regard to status, class,

race, gender. That is what you are saying, is it not? [Head nod from Jim.] Because if that

is what we should strive for, we have failed miserably.

Sadly, we have, in many ways. Data collected by the United Nations show that while

progress towards worldwide gender equality has been made in some areas, such as school

enrolment, health, and economic participation, much more needs to be done to close the

gender gap in critical areas such as power and decision-making and violence against

women.

Canada has been much more intentional about empowering women. As of March

2011 the current Government has the highest percentage of women in the Cabinet in

Canadian history. The House of Commons currently has 67 women. Women are also

increasing their participation in other aspects of Canadian life. Currently, women make

up the majority of full-time students in most university faculties. The labour force

participation rate for working-age women (15-64 years) has risen from 68.2 per cent to

74.3 per cent over the past decade (1997-2008). In 2007, women made up 35 per cent of

all self-employed individuals. There has also been a long-term increase in the share of

women who are working in managerial positions.  In 2007, 35% of those employed in

managerial positions were women.

That bodes well for Canadian women, but we need to empower women worldwide, for

they too are our sisters. And what about slavery? Sadly that is still with us.

Fortunately, there is a new movement to re-abolish slavery.  They even have t-shirts

with the saying “not-for-sale” to make people more aware of the efforts to end human

trafficking and slavery in the 21st century

But sadly, an estimated 27 million people are slaves today, more than during 400

years of the transatlantic slave trade. The sale of human beings is the third largest illicit
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trade following drugs and weapons, but is growing faster than both of these. An

estimated 50% of the victims are children and 80% are female.

Our Lord also taught that there is no distinction between classes of people, and yet our

modern culture continues to reinforce our differences – creating classes based on wealth

and education and the prestige of our jobs. We do this to ourselves.  We create the haves

and the have-nots. Does anyone remember the song “Sloopy?”

Yes, I do, Mr. PJ the DJ.

Hang on Sloopy, Sloopy hang on
Sloopy lives in a very bad part of town.
All the little girls there are trying to put poor Sloopy down.
Sloopy, I don't care what you're daddy do.
You know little girl, I'm in love with you.

I don’t suppose that you told your congregation that I once was a DJ.

I think I just did.

 Well, do you remember who the artist was on “Sloopy?”

Yes, I remember.

It was the Yardbirds.

There is almost too much irony in their name, because when we were growing up in

the deep South, we always called those who were different from ourselves the people who

lived on the other side of the tracks.

This past week I set up my N Gauge model train set that Jo gave me last Christmas.

We decided that the trains themselves – the train yard, so to speak – would be my domain

and the houses and landscaping would be Jo’s. The first two houses Jo got were two

churches, of course. And we laughed at the prospect of which of our churches would be

on the other side of the tracks.
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We decided neither. Because really there is no other side of the tracks. I think we are

in agreement that the line that divides people is getting blurry and, if we live into Jesus’s

alternative world view, we will come to understand that there never was a line. But we

drew the line. We learned to define ourselves by who we are not, rather than who we are.

Like we are not like those people….we think that we deserve a higher place in heaven,

right? Just like Peter thought.

Peter, perhaps speaking for more than just himself – even speaking for some of us –

told the Lord “Look, we have left everything and followed you. What then will WE

have?” He was asking if the disciples – and if we – don’t deserve special treatment.

Jesus told another vineyard parable in response to Peter’s question. Did Peter deserve

a special reward in heaven? Is there a higher place for some in heaven?

In heaven – the kingdom of God in heaven and here on earth – will the playing field

really be level? Will no one have a higher place?

Salvation is for everyone, available to everyone, even those who are hired later, at the

ninth hour and the 12th hour, and the 15th and the 17th – all those who come late to faith in

God inherit the same place at the Lord’s table.

Well, that is hardly fair. You mean that “Johnny come lately” should get the equal

treatment – the same wages as the worker who got up before dawn and worked all day

long in the hot sun? And people who accept the Lord early in their lives, don’t we merit

more than those who come to know and love God later on?

Is that fair? Those who have served God faithfully all their lives –  don’t we have a

place at the heavenly banquet?

Yes, and those who came to know God, to love God, and to serve God much later –

they too will be at that table.
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I know… I know….even Constantine refused to be baptized until he was on his

deathbed. He put off his baptism as long as he could so as not to sin. He did not want to

have sins that had not been absolved. So – why don’t we just live any way we want and

wait to be baptized until we are on our deathbeds?

And miss all those years in service to God?

You changed the subject. Did Constantine earn his salvation so late in his life or not?

For that matter do any of us earn salvation?

No, I believe that Jesus earned salvation for everyone.

Everyone?

Yes, everyone!

Lord, let it be so.

Amen.


