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A Homily by      “Evangelize to Usher in the Second Coming!”
The Rev’d Jo Popham    First Sunday of Advent

November 27, 2011
Isaiah 64:1-9

1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37

[8 o’clock: Almighty God, who didst give such grace to thine apostle Andrew that he

readily obeyed the call of thy Son Jesus Christ, and brought his brother with him: Give

unto us, who are called by thy Word, grace to follow him without delay, and to bring

those near to us into his gracious presence; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.]

Almighty God, who gave such grace to your apostle Andrew that he readily obeyed

the call of your Son Jesus Christ, and brought his brother with him: Give us, who are

called by your holy Word, grace to follow him without delay, and to bring those near to

us into his gracious presence; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and for ever. Amen.

Just as Andrew was the first of the Apostles, so his feast is taken to be the beginning

of the Church Year. The First Sunday of Advent is defined to be the Sunday on or nearest

his feast (although it could equivalently be defined as the fourth Sunday before Christmas

Day).

Andrew was instrumental in bringing others to meet the Saviour. And so it is

appropriate on this day to speak to Andrew’s devotion and to encourage personal

evangelism so that we might bring our friends and colleagues to know Christ.

I don’t propose that we start with the apocalyptic readings (like the one from Mark’s

Gospel that we heard today). To the uninitiated language about the second coming of

Christ might be frightening. But consider this quotation from John Dominic Crossan’s

book God and Empire “The Second Coming of Christ is not an event that we should
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expect to happen soon, violently, or literally. The Second Coming of Christ is what will

happen when we Christians finally accept the First Coming … and start to cooperate with

its divine presence.”

Imagine with me how much more easy it would be to spread the good news of Christ

if we lived as Dom Crossan says, if we accepted Christ’s first coming and cooperated

with Christ in living the Gospel and teaching others about that same transformative

Gospel?

If we are the clay, and the Lord is our potter; then we are the works of God’s hand, are

we not? We all are the work of God whether we know it or not. I have always wanted to

be able to throw pots – to mold clay into some work of art or at least into something

practical and useful for my home. Perhaps one day. For now, I feel as though it is my job

to form and reform minds, my own included, by sharing the grace of God as known most

fully through the life of Jesus the Christ. It is Christ that strengthens communities and

individuals. It is Christ’s teachings that mold us – form us – and often reform us. It is

through Christ that we live into the work of God that we are – even, or especially, when

we do not know or accept that we are the work of God’s hands, my friends.

What better time could there be than here at the very beginning of Advent to live into

our callings to bring others to know God through our Savour Jesus Christ? This year we

have exactly four weeks before the coming of Christ again into our lives. As we prepare

for Christ to come to us in a new way we have the opportunity to examine why we are

here – to determine what sort of coming we anticipate. Do we merely wait for the yearly

remembrance of the birth of the baby Jesus? This sort of coming does make Jesus real to

us. However, if we wait for a Christmas that is just the simple, sweet story of the birth of

Jesus it hardly will stretch our souls or remold us. But, if we embrace the incarnational

aspect of the coming of the Christ then we allow Christ to enter our own lives, just as

God entered into the wee baby Jesus. This sort of coming that Advent calls us to is
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greater than the birth narrative alone. This is an Advent where we await the coming of

God in the Christ child that is present in Scripture, in the Eucharist, and in living in our

community. The last coming that we wait for is the second coming when God’s reign will

be established. So when we pray “come, Lord Jesus, come” we pray for the baby Jesus’s

story to be retold, for Jesus the Christ to be with us, and for Christ Jesus to establish

God’s ways forever. Many say Maranatha – come, Lord Jesus come. And that is one

meaning of the word. But in the Greek it is maran atha – two words, meaning “The Lord

has come” which takes me back to Dom Crossan’s interpretation of scripture that speaks

of the second coming as the first co ming that we ought to live – “what will happen when

we Christians fully accept the First Coming … and start to cooperate with its divine

presence.”

So this Advent we have three comings to anticipate: the past – that is the Christmas

birth narrative, the present – the story of Christ being with us, and the future – when we

help establish God’s rule over all the world. If we cooperate with the Jesus of the past and

the present then we might find it is not so hard to evangelize Jesus into the future.

How are we to do this? Evangelism is a scary word. I suggest that we might use our

Advent traditions to introduce a friend or colleague to Jesus – Jesus the baby born on

Christmas, Jesus the driving force in our lives, and our hope for the time when Jesus will

lead all people to live in God’s ways. It might be a simple as starting a conversation about

our Advent wreath. We Christians often use an evergreen wreath like we hang on our

doors as we await the coming of Christmas, but we lay the wreath flat with four candles.

The green of the wreath symbolizes new growth and renewal – the hope of newness. The

circle depicts God’s eternity – a circle having no beginning and no end, just as God too

has no beginning and no end – and just as Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and

forever (Hebrews 13:8). God extended his mercy and grace by sending his son Jesus to

us. We celebrate the coming of God’s son – Jesus’s birth – after a time of preparation
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called Advent. We prepare by lighting the four candles in an Advent over the four weeks

preceding Christmas Day to remember the light that came into our world through Jesus’s

birth and Jesus’s life among us and Jesus’s promise to change the world forever as we

live into God’s purpose for all creation.

We light one candle the first week, then two the second week, then three, then all four.

The colour of the candles is significant – the purple representing the royalty of the

coming king. The pink reveals the joy of our anticipation for the birth of Jesus. Finally on

Christmas we light another candle, a white one, showing the purity of Christ who was

born to save us from our sins, who has the power to save us from our humanness, from

ourselves, from the darkness we create, and to bring light to everyone and everything by

ushering in God’s rule in the world.

Some say that there is only darkness in the world. And given our human weaknesses

we could easily focus on only the dark. But we all need to see the light, to find the light,

especially those who have been in the dark. Because we believe that Jesus is the Christ,

we can be His light in the world to brighten the lives of others. To evangelize is

frightening, but this Advent is the perfect time to begin to spread the good news of Christ.

But first things first. We have to be able to express our faith as succinctly as possible,

maybe in just a few sentences. Then we must treat others like Christ might. That is a

really a big task, but we could start by remembering that he met others where they were,

he was compassionate, and he spoke with authority using ordinary language. Every

journey begins with the first step. It is my prayer that we begin to effectuate the second

coming of Christ by embracing his first coming and his presence among us so that we can

reach out to those who do not know our Lord – those who have yet to see the light.

Lord, may it be so.

Amen.


