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A Homily preached by        “Christ Jesus being born in us – both his coming and going”
The Rev’d Jo Popham        Fourth Sunday in Advent

December 18, 2011
Luke 1:26-38

Some years ago a primary school teacher friend of mine shared this story. They were
discussing the true meaning of Christmas in her 2nd grade classroom, and she asked if any
of the children knew why we celebrate this season. There was a little boy in her class that
was very precocious. Johnny was being raised by a single mom who was very attentive to
him. He spent a lot of time in the company of adults and spoke and behaved like a little
man. He expressed himself well and often was the first to answer the teacher’s questions.
Well, Johnny was quite excited about Christmas and waved his arm willing to share his
understanding of the annual holiday. The teacher wanted to give the other children an
opportunity to take part in the discussion but Johnny was so expressive, she called on
him. And he said in his most adult little boy voice: Christmas is about Jesus Christ. But,
for the life of me, I can’t recall whether he came or he went.

Last weekend Jim and I went to hear Handel’s  Messiah performed by the Calgary
Philharmonic Orchestra and the CPO chorus. It was a beautifully touching performance –
the highlight of Advent for me, especially being there with my husband who I was
surprised to learn had never heard the complete work played and sung. To see his
reaction to the entire house on their feet when the Halleluiah Chorus started was very
moving and brought me to tears. I have often wondered why the Messiah is classically
done at Christmas instead of Easter. All the elements of Advent with Isaiah’s prophecies
are there, but then the piece takes us through Jesus’s life and ministry, his taking on our
sins, and his death and resurrection. I always thought that – like Johnny – Handel’s
Messiah is confused about whether Jesus Christ came or went.

I am always affected by music, but when the chorus began “For the Lord God
Omnipotent reigneth. The kingdom of this world has become the kingdom of our Lord,
and of His Christ; and He shall reign for ever and ever. King of Kings, and Lord of
Lords” I realized that Handel had it right. Advent and Christmas is about his coming and
his going – both…and. It is exactly what we have been talking about all Advent this year.
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These lines from the Messiah are taken directly from the book of The Revelation to John
spoken through angels.1 And they speak to when Christ has come again.

In Advent we wait for Christ to come among us again – to be born in us again. We

have talked about Advent referring to the second coming – the second coming being not a

time of fear and trepidation when we will be judged so much as a time when the Lord

God omnipotent will reign – a time when this world does become the kingdom of God

and God’s son Jesus Christ – a time when God will be King over all the kings of the

earth. The first Sunday in Advent I quoted from Dom Crossan’s book God and Empire

and we talked about the second coming being “what will happen when we Christians

fully accept the First Coming … and start to cooperate with its divine presence.”2 I am

thoroughly convinced in my heart and mind and soul that this is what we are called to do

– to accept Christ Jesus’s coming and going – to accept that Jesus was born to save us

from ourselves – to accept that this baby born again in us this Christmas came to grow up

so that we ourselves could grow to more fully know God and live into who God created

us to be – to accept that God’s son as a grown man would die for us so that we might

have life and life eternal– and to accept that we have to carry that message of hope to the

world. That is the second coming that the CPO Chorus sang about – the kingdom of this

world is to become the kingdom of our God and of his Christ. We are to usher in the

second coming.

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to Mary, a virgin, in the town of Nazareth in
Galilee. I want us to consider that Gabriel was not only addressing Mary, but all who
long for God. My sisters and brothers, Gabriel was talking to us.

Gabriel greeted Mary and told her that the Lord was with her. She was confused. The
angel told her not to be afraid, that she had found favor with God. The angel told her
about the baby boy she would bear and instructed her to name him Jesus.

And Mary said “yes.”

My friends, we know that with God nothing is impossible.
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Gabriel was addressing us.

Do not be afraid.

God is with us.

Are we prepared to carry God’s son?

If we say yes, we must carry God’s divine presence in ourselves.

But if we say yes to Gabriel, we must be prepared to not just carry God’s son in our
hearts, we must tell what he can do – and has done – in our lives.

If we say yes and accept the baby Jesus – the first coming – then we will also have to

tell of his going and bring on the second coming when God’s kingdom will reign for ever

and ever.

When Mary said “yes” she had had no idea how this baby would change her world
and our world.

If we say yes, we must be willing to feed and nurture Jesus in others, as his mother
nurtured him in her family.

If we say yes, must be willing to point out to those who are thirsty, that Jesus can take
care of any shortage of drink.

If we say yes, we must be willing to follow Jesus up and down many dusty roads,
perhaps even inhospitable roads.

If we say yes, we must be willing to wait at the foot of the cross with Mary for Jesus
to die for us.

If we say yes, we must be willing to hold his bloody head in our lap as she did; we
must wait at the tomb; we must cry tears of indescribable sorrow.

If we say yes, we must wait for his rising from the dead.

If we say yes, we must live as new people with the promise of hope of eternal life with
God in heaven.
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If we say yes, we also have to be part of the second coming by bringing about heaven
right here on earth so that the kingdom of the world does become the kingdom of our
God and of his Christ.

If we are ready to say yes, to Jesus being born in us – to Christ’s coming and going
and coming back again – then this is the answer that we must be prepared to say: “Here
am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”

If you are ready to say yes, repeat after me:

Here and I…

the servant of the Lord…

let it be with me.

according to your word.

Amen.

                                                  
1  “Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven,
saying, ‘The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his
Messiah, and he will reign for ever and ever.’” (Revelation 11: 15)
“On his robe and on his thigh he has a name inscribed, ‘King of kings and Lord of
lords.’” (Revelation 19: 16)
2 John Dominic Crossan’s book God and Empire “The Second Coming of Christ is not an
event that we should expect to happen soon, violently, or literally. The Second Coming of
Christ is what will happen when we Christians finally accept the First Coming … and
start to cooperate with its divine presence.”


