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A Homily by   “Learning from our Seniors”
The Rev’d Jo Popham                January 1, 2012

Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Psalm 148

Galatians 4:4-7
Luke 2:22-40

Merry Christmas this 8th day of Christmas! And Happy New Year!

What would make us glad this new year? Are we contented? Are we happy? It occurs

to me that it is quite possible to be happy when we are alone, but it is nearly impossible to

be merry alone.

We are poised at the beginning. Are we considering our futures here at the beginning

of this new year? As Christians we do not consider ourselves only, but we always include

others when we plan our future. We are at a new beginning, each day, and each merry

and happy new year.

At the beginning of his life Jesus, the son of Mary, was dedicated to God, as most

firstborn were given to God.

I want us to consider another character in the Gospel story of the presentation of Jesus

at the Temple. We remember that Simeon the aged devout man of God had waited all his

life for the Messiah to come. This day near the end of his life he saw the beginning of a

new day, the Day of the Lord, when Jesus was presented to him at the Temple

But today, let us look at Anna, the prophet who had devoted all her life to

worshipping God. She carried on the tradition of female prophets in the Old Testament,

women like Miriam (Ex. 15:20), Deborah (Judges 4:4) Huldah (2 Kings 22:14), and

Isaiah’s wife Isa (Isaiah 8:3). Like Judith another devoted widow, Anna was from the

same region in Northern kingdom (Judith 8:1, 8:6, 16:22-23, 15:14-16:17). Anna also

anticipated the role of women prophets in the early church (Acts 2:17, 21:9, I Corinthians

11:5, I Timothy 5:3-16).
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Anna likely had married at the usual age in her early teen years. After only seven

years of marriage her husband died and she was left a widow. She had spent most of her

life fasting and praying day and night at the Temple (Luke 2:36-37).1 How did Anna

measure her life? She had no children, else they would be mentioned, and she would have

spent her days caring for them, then her grandchildren, and perhaps at 84, even her great-

grandchildren. But, no, Anna, spent her days reflecting on God, worshiping God, and

waiting for messages from God. Do you suppose Anna felt her life was fulfilled? From

the beginning Anna thought she knew what her life as a Jewish young married woman

would be. But instead of feeding and growing her family, Anna waited for God to

communicate through her. She trusted that God was using her as a conduit. And she was

fulfilled.

How might we measure our lives? Usually it is by what we accomplish. As we

consider where we are going this new year, where is our focus?  Here at the beginning of

the New Year, it might be good for us to look at ourselves, our individual relationship

with God, and our corporate devotion to God. Could we be God’s instruments to

communicate God’s messages to the world? Could we offer hope of redemption, as Anna

did, to a world so much in need of hope?

People in Jerusalem were looking for redemption, and Anna gave them hope. She

gave Jesus her blessing, although it is not recorded. Anna, like Simeon prophesied about

the Messiah, the one for whom they waited, the one who would redeem Jerusalem, who

would bring consolation to Israel. Anna had prepared herself to be the conduit of God’s

messages. And then God chose Anna to be a witness to Jesus the Messiah. Her life and

devotion to God was well spent. Her work was to share in her prophecies. At the age of

84 Anna saw and experienced God’s word came into being in Jesus. What good news she

had to share! This is what a prophet waits for all her life, to come face to face with God.
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Anna’s name means grace and favour. Clearly Anna surely was favoured by God to

have witnessed the baby Jesus, the newborn saviour of the world. But Anna’s story has

much to teach us, Anna and Simeon both. Men and women stand before God, equal in

honour and grace. Men and women have the same gifts and the same responsibilities

when it comes to doing God’s work.

What I have come to understand by Anna’s devotion is that we have much to learn

from the most senior members of our family here in the church. In many cases it is our

community of retired persons here that are the most devoted to prayer and worship, to

offering hospitality, to visiting the sick and those who are alone. Like Anna they are

models for us.

What is most important to us? Is it our jobs? Is it climbing the corporate ladder or our

income or our vacation plans? Or is it our devotion to spreading the good news what is

important to us? How do we measure success? The reality is that we all need to make a

living so that we can enjoy the time to serve God. But how might we balance our secular

and sacred lives. And why is there such a need to separate the two?

If we were to ask our most senior members what was most important to them, what do

you suppose they might say? Do they measure their success in loonies or in relationships

– relationships with God and with people?

Many gauge the vitality of the church by how many new young families have joined

them. This is a real goal for all church families. The reality is that the church cannot

survive without being rejuvenated by new life. But I think we also need to remember and

lift up as models those who sustain the church through constant prayer as Anna did for

her whole life. If we look around, we see many of us graying. I think, perhaps, we should

tap into the wisdom that is here to learn from one another.
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We know that our Lord Jesus “grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the

favor of God was upon him” (Luke 2:40). Where do you suppose he learned this

wisdom? In 12 short years he could hold his own in discussing God’s word with experts

in Torah in the Temple. God was surely with him every moment. And He knew God the

father, but who fed and nourished him so that he would be come wise beyond his age? It

was people like the devoted Anna.

As we look forward to the New Year, let us reflect on Anna’s devotion. May we find a

balance in our lives in 2012. And may we look to those with the most experience in our

church for advice as to how we might live a more committed life, devoted to God and

God’s people.

Lord, may it be so.  Amen.

                                                  
1   2:36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She
was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 2:37
then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there
with fasting and prayer night and day.


