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Ash Wednesday
February 22, 2012

Isaiah 58:1-12
Psalm 51:1-17

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Thy will be done. God’s will be done.

God’s will. What is God’s will for us?

The disciples had come to Jesus on the mountain top. And Jesus taught them. He gave

them the beatitudes. He told them that they were the salt of the earth. (but they were not

to lose their saltiness). He told them that they were the light of the world (but they were

not to hide their light). He told them that he came to fulfill the law not abolish it (but that

if they broke any of God’s law or led others to break them they would be the least in

heaven but if they kept God’s law and taught others to keep them, then they would be

great in heaven). Jesus expanded on Mosaic law, warning the disciples that not only

would they be judged for murder, but that there also would be harsh judgment for those

who were angry or insulting to their brother or sister. He urged them to be reconciled

with their brother or sister before coming to the altar. Jesus expanded the law against

adultery, bearing false witness, and he taught them to love their enemies and to pray for

those who persecute them. Jesus went as far as to teach them to be perfect as God is

perfect.

Jesus then taught them – and us – how to pray. He taught that we should pray

privately. But we often pray corporately, don’t we? But we do not do so as a

performance. I trust that our prayers are not wordy for the sake of show. So Jesus was

teaching the disciples, and all his followers – that includes us – to pray simply because

God already knows what we need.

The Lord’s Prayer focuses on honouring God in the present and in the future, on the

coming of God into the world, living into what God’s would have the world be – God’s
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will to be short. In Jesus’s time the Lord’s Prayer was nothing short of an open strike

against Roman imperialism. It was God’s will that the people of Jesus’s time have the

necessities of life – their daily bread – and that they be forgiven their debts and their sins.

These were not small things in the 1st century. And for many people around the world

they are not insignificant today.

Fasting and alms giving and prayer connect us to God. But again they are not to be

done, Jesus says, as a public display. What is between God and us is just that – between

God and us. Because it is God’s will for us that is most important. It is our commitment

to God that is preeminent and God’s will for us.

During Lent we have the opportunity to adopt certain disciplines or practices that

connect us to the Lord by fasting, alms giving, and prayer. But how might these practices

change us, how might they renew us this Lent. We do not fast or deny ourselves things

for the sake of denying them, but rather to bring us closer to God. By fasting we open our

hearts to the possibility that this time – this Lent – we can hear more clearly the word of

God – hear Jesus’s words instructing us anew – and this time it just might make us new.

We pray not because it changes the world so much as it changes us. And we give freely

because we recognize that what we have is a gift that already belongs to the Lord.

This Lent, if we set out today to walk to Jerusalem with our Lord, it might just change

our hearts forever. As Jesus gets closer and closer to Jerusalem, so do we. And there,

when he reaches his journey’s end, God’s will will be done. While our Lenten disciplines

– our personal practices of piety – are private, we know that we are in good company on

our journey. All the church is traveling with us throughout Lent. Here at the beginning of

the Lenten season we are bound together. We may see along this path that we have travel

together before where we have strayed from time to time. But together we can refocus

our attention on the way and the goal of the journey. We do this so that God’s kingdom

will come, so that God’s will will be done.

God’s will be done – doesn’t that sum it all up?  Lord, may it be so.  Amen.


