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 A Homily by                                  “Trial to Triumph”
The Rev’d Jo Popham                            The Great Easter Vigil

April 7, 2012
Mark 16:1-8

I speak to you in the name of the Risen Christ.  Alleluia.

The strife was over. The battle was won. But was this the end of the story? Yes, the

battle was done, but the story of Jesus the Christ continues still today.

The Gospel from Mark ends after Jesus was betrayed, put on trial, suffered flogging

and execution like a common criminal, and then his burial in a tomb hewn out of rock. If

the story ended there, how cold that be triumph in Jesus’s death?

The disciples had gone into hiding. They were filled with self-loathing. They were

paralyzed with fear. And yet, there was this tiny little ray of hope – this nagging little

thought in the back of their minds that maybe, just maybe, Jesus’s promise of rising from

the dead would happen. But they just could not understand how he would triumph over

the grave as he had promised.

Only the women – Mary Magdalene, Mary (the mother of James the younger and

Joses), and Salome – were brave enough to go the grave where they had seen Joseph of

Arimathea. They took spices with them. Their only concern was how they were going to

move the stone that sealed the tomb. Hey need not have worried, because the boulder was

already moved. Someone had broken into the tomb. Had they desecrated the tomb of their

teacher, their Lord? Had they violated his body? After all that Jesus had suffered, this

was the last straw! They were indignant. They were fearless. They went into the tomb

and were greeted by a messenger from God – the young man in white linen who told

them that Jesus had been raised from the dead. And he tasked the women with telling the

other disciples.

Then the women ran away. They were seized with amazement and terror. They fled in

fear. Ancient authorities bring Mark’s Gospel to a close here. Current scholars agree that
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both happy endings that were added later are not part of Mark’s original gospel. The short

added ending reads:

“And all that had been commanded them they told briefly to those around

Peter. And afterwards Jesus himself sent out through them, from east to west,

the sacred and imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation.”

Verses 9 through 20, that most scholars believe were added later, wrap up the gospel

rather nicely:

Now after he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary

Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. She went out and told

those who had been with him, while they were mourning and weeping. But

when they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would not

believe it.

After this he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were walking

into the country. And they went back and told the rest, but they did not believe

them.

Later he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were sitting at the table;

and he upbraided them for their lack of faith and stubbornness, because they

had not believed those who saw him after he had risen. And he said to them,

‘Go into all the world and proclaim the good news* to the whole creation. The

one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who does not

believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who

believe: by using my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new

tongues; they will pick up snakes in their hands, and if they drink any deadly

thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will

recover.’

So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven

and sat down at the right hand of God. And they went out and proclaimed the
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good news everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the

message by the signs that accompanied it.

I believe that indeed these added verses are not original but were added by a well-

meaning editor of the text. The Gospel of Mark should and does end in disarray with the

women fleeing in terror and amazement. The risen Jesus was announced but he was not

yet seen. The mystery of Jesus continued and continues til today. Jesus lives on. The risen

Jesus is still present with us. First century followers were “empowered to enter into a

relationship with God” – empowered to change the world.1

Mark’s gospel rightly ended with fear. The women at the tomb were overcome with

amazement – with awe – at the news that Jesus had been raised from the dead. With their

fright came silence and they told no one. In the longer added ending Mary Magdalene

went out and told those who had been with our Lord, but the shorter ending tells us that it

is up to us to tell the world. The trials that Jesus faced on our behalf led to triumph over

death.

So we are left to take on the women’s mission – to tell the good news of the

resurrected Jesus. God’s love was released into the world through the person of Jesus.

Never before and never since have we received such a gift, such love. Never before and

never since has God raised anyone from the grave. Through triumph over death, Jesus the

Christ provided a way for all people to enter into a true relationship with God.

So it is up to us, my friends, to write the next chapters of Mark’s story. I don’t know

about you, but that puts the fear of God in to my heart. But I stand with Mary Magdalene,

with Mary the mother of Jose and James, and with Salome, poised to tell the rest of the

story, but shaking in my sandals.

May God give us courage to write the rest of the story.

Lord, may it be so.  Amen.

                                                  
1   Giles, Richard, Mark my Word, 40 Days with Jesus through the Eyes of Jesus, p. 116.


