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A Homily by  “Being blessed as a doubter”
The Reverend Jo Popham   Easter 2 B

April 17, 2009
Psalm 133

1 John 1:1-2:2
John 20:19-31

In the past I have tried to rehabilitate Thomas, with some success, perhaps. But this

second Sunday of Easter, I have come to believe that, as a doubter, Thomas was not the

exception. Have you ever wondered why no one, not one of the disciples said to our lord

‘”Welcome Home!” or “Jesus, you came back as promised!”? Why none of them rejoiced

with an “Alleluia, he did it!” None of Jesus’s followers were reported to have said: “We

knew it all along.” My friends, they were all doubters. Could it be that Thomas was just

the most honest of all the disciples? Even today there are many doubters.

Thomas was expected to believe without having seen, but he demanded: “Show me

the evidence!” So the next Sunday when the community of Jesus’s followers gathered

again, Jesus encouraged Thomas saying: “Do not doubt but believe.” And upon seeing,

Thomas then made the most complete affirmation of faith of anyone in the gospel: “My

Lord and my God!” Since Thomas’s declaration, the faith of all Christians –in all ages –

has rested on the testimony of the first believers. Indeed that is John’s whole purpose in

writing his gospel – so that we might believe. His eyewitness account was intended to

help those who were not witnesses of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and ascension– and

to help us –  to “come to believe” and thus “have life in his name” – have eternal life.

“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen

and yet have come to believe.” This was not so much a rebuke of Thomas, my friends, as

it was an affirmation of Thomas’s faith. Jesus spoke these words in John’s gospel to the

community of believers who – just like us – were doubters. This was a blessing to all who

had come to believe even though they had not had the benefit of direct experience being

with Jesus after he was raised from the dead. Yes, seeing is believing, but blessed are
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those who believe even though they had not seen. This blessing transcends the

generations from John’s community all the way up to our time.

I find it liberating that we don’t have to have all the answers to be faithful – we can

have doubts and still come to church. We all are still trying to figure out what it is we

believe. And together we can come to a better understanding of our faith.

That is why we live in community; that is why we come to church. We come here

together on Sundays, and sometimes during the week – to further develop what we know

and believe about God. We come here for spiritual food. We come to be fed with holy

food and with friendship, so that we can live who we are as Christians the rest of the

week. The food and the Christian friendship affirm our faith.

Today one among us comes to affirm her faith. I can tell you that Nashira is not a

doubter. If you feel your faith slipping, go sit by her in worship. I don’t recall anyone

whose passion for the Lord shows quite as much. There was a time when she thought that

her expression of her faith might put people off. My experience of her faith has shown

that she has touched many hearts here. If you have doubts, spend some time talking about

Jesus with Nashira.

So today I will baptize her with water in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the

Holy Spirit. Baptism is initiation into the Christian community. And she will become a

full participant in this faithful community of Christians.

In our Psalm today we “How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together

in unity!” (Psalm 133:1). Today we invite Nashira to continue to live in community with

us. We can assure her that being in fellowship with us is being in fellowship with Christ

Jesus and all his followers. Jesus already loves Nashira, but she is being baptized so that

her joy may be complete (I John 1:4). When I said earlier that Nashira is not a doubter,

understand that of course she has had her doubts, but not today. She has shared some of

those doubts and fears with me and with her sponsors. Today she comes fully ready and

fully prepared to be baptized. She is so ready to live into her faith. She comes ready to be
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blessed for having worked through her fears and doubts. When Nashira is baptized, we

too will have the opportunity to reaffirm our baptismal covenants. We will hear again the

commission to all baptized people. We are to proclaim by word and example the good

news of God in Christ, even when we have doubts.

I wonder if you would be willing to share your doubts? In the pews there are some

slips of paper and some pencils. If you are willing – and this is one of those times when

everyone may but noone must – if you are willing, please write down just one of the

things that still puzzles you, one doubt that you have. In the silence after the sermon, I

invite you to anonymously write your doubt. They will be collected by the prayer leader

and placed on the altar where they will be blessed. We might use them as food for

thought for our next teaching series. And together some of our questions might be

answered.

My brothers and sisters, even when we doubt, we are blessed for our faith. As we

leave today as resurrection people let us take the risen Christ with us, may we bear our

doubts lightly as we share our faith with others.

Lord, may it be so. Amen.


