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A Homily by   “Holy Spirit is like lightening bugs?
The Reverend Jo Popham          Day of Pentecost

May 27, 2012
Acts 2:1-21

Romans 8:22-27
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

Jesus had told his disciples that he was going away to be with his Father who had

sent him to them. Sorrow filled their hearts. Charles Chaplin once said that “Nothing is

permanent in this world, not our own troubles, not even our sorrows.” Jesus told the

disciples that he must go away so that he could send the Holy Spirit to them, so that the

spirit of truth, their Advocate would come to them. And indeed their sorrow was

transformed by the by the spirit’s work. Today on Pentecost the Advocate comes again

to us.

In Greek the word is parakletos derived from a word meaning to “call to one’s side”

that does correspond to the Latin advocatus. But there is a subtle difference in the

Roman advocatus and the Hellenistic parakletos. In a roman court an advocatus would

plead a case, but in a Greek court people had to plead their own cases, but they would

bring along a friend as parakletoi to influence the court. A parakletos would be in

court to be of moral support but also to testify to the value of the person as a citizen –a

character witness, of sorts. So then an Advocate would testify or bear witness.

Jesus told them that when the Advocate came – when the Holy Spirit came upon

them – they would receive the power to bear witness to his words and ministry – to his

life, his death, and his resurrection – in Jerusalem, in all Judea – and Samaria – even to

the ends of the earth. And they did bear witness to the truth of Jesus’s death and

resurrection. The Holy Spirit – their Advocate – made this possible.

We 21st century disciples know that truly the Holy Spirit, the Advocate, the spirit of

truth has always been around us, all around us.
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One of the things I miss about Louisiana this time of year is lightening bugs. You

don’t see lightening bugs here in Canada. As children we would run willy-nilly around

the yard at dusk catching these lovely little insects to put them in a jar with holes in the

top to keep by our bedside as a sort of nightlight. In the morning the jar would be gone.

My dad would have released the lightening bugs and left the jar at the back door –

ready for the next evening. It was so comforting to have those little lights twinkling in

the jar on the nightstand, but equally comforting was knowing that the wee bugs would

be set free every night. The relationships with the other children running and trying to

catch the most lightening bugs was almost as important as the chase itself.  To me the

Holy Spirit has always been the Holy Comforter, that comforting being that is ever

present, always surrounding me – and us – with the presence of God.  In the

contemporary novel The Shack, written to explain the nature of God – the triune God –

to his 8 year old, Wm. Paul Young called the Holy Spirit Sarayu. The beautiful and

graceful female Asian spirit Sarayu – the comforting Holy Spirit – the Holy Comforter

– was a sparkling dynamic presence that could be seen sometimes, but was always

constant whether seen or unseen– always there – always in motion – active in our lives.

While the Holy Spirit is comforting, she is also powerful – we are filled with the

power of the Holy Spirit. We see the Holy Spirit as breath, the breath of God – God

breathed on the lifeless form of the first human being and there was life. We think of

the Holy Spirit arriving as a dove – a pure white dove. We see the Holy Spirit in fire

and yet at the same time as thirst quenching.

Descriptions of the Holy Spirit abound in Scripture. Through the Holy Spirit we

have access to God1, and we are anointed through the Holy Spirit for service.2 The

great Advocate inspires prayer3 and intercedes4 on our behalf when we pray. The Holy

Spirit leads5 us and liberates6 us to interpret7 the scriptures that she inspired.8 Be

assured through the Holy Spirit9 that when we were called and commissioned10 at our

baptism11 and sealed12 as Christ’s own forever, we were reborn13  and empowered14 15
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and our characters began to be molded16 so that we might produce good fruit17 for the

kingdom of God. Through the Holy Comforter our sins are exposed18 and we are

cleansed19 and regenerated20 and sanctified21 and strengthened22 and filled23 with the

gifts chosen just for us24 so that we can glorify Christ. 25 This is the same Spirit that

created all that is26 and recreated humankind again by raising Jesus from the dead27 so

that we may testify of Jesus28 who has freed us from our sins – from ourselves. We are

taught29 and guided in truth30 and with the help of the Holy Spirit we even worship in

that same spirit, and we worship and praise God and Jesus as well, not because of our

own competence but through the Spirit alone. 31 The Great Comforter helps us in our

weaknesses32, when we are in trouble, and even when we are overwhelmed with

sorrow, just as the first disciples became the very first vessels where the Holy Spirit

dwelt33 so that they received – and we might receive – victory over flesh.34 I commend

you to read these scriptural descriptions on our website, for they are documented in the

text – chapter and verse.

But if you still cannot imagine what the Holy Spirit looks and feels like, think of the

cyclone in The Wizard of Oz where everything was normal – not very happy, but

normal – and then the wind came, and nothing was ever the same. Think of the force in

Star Wars; Hans Solo thought he didn’t need to believe in any hokey religion or

superstition, rather he thought he could rely on his wits alone. But he, like Luke,

needed Obe-Won’s encouragement to feel the force. Consider the wind that blows

where it will in Chocolat. When that wind blew the church doors open, the leader of

the village shut and barred the door. But Vianne and her daughter breathed new life

into the community.

Or think of the thousands of lightening bugs flying chaotically in the fields of my

homeland in Springtime.  But unlike lightening bugs who blink on and off, the Holy

Spirit is constant. The light of God, the comfort that Godlight offers never fades. It

does not have an on/off switch.
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We have all these sacred and secular metaphors for the Holy Spirit, but to what

end? Well, let us remember the purpose for which the great Comforter was sent to us.

The Advocate came so that we could be the Paracletes – the bearers of the good news

to the world – so that we could witness – so that we could testify – to the death and

resurrection of Christ Jesus and the salvation we all have received. And so that we can

build relationships with other believers who then become equipped to take the good

news to the world too. The Holy Spirit equips us to build these strong relationships.

The Holy Spirit then is all about relationship – relationship with God the father,

yes…relationship with Jesus the Son, of course…but also with us, and – empowered

by the same Spirit – and through us – the Holy Spirit is about relationship with all the

world – even to the ends of the earth. May we give the Holy Spirit room to maneuver

in our lives so that we may we be the vessels of the Holy Spirit to foster these

relationships.

Lord, may it be so.

Amen.

                                                  
1   “Through Holy Spirit we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.”
(Ephesians 2:18)
2   “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to
the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to
the blind, to set free those who are oppressed,” (Luke 4:18)
3   “With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be
on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints” (Ephesians 6:18) and
“But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy
Spirit,” (Jude 1:20).
4   “In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to
pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for
words” (Romans 8:26)
5   “For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.” (Romans
8:14)
6   “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin
and of death.” (Romans 8:2)
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7   “When I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of
wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:1, 14) and “that
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.” (Ephesians 1:17)
8   “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own
interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved
by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.” (2 Peter 1:20-21)
9   “For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have
received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit
Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,” (Romans 8:15-16) and
“Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying,
“Abba! Father!” (Galatians 4:6)
10   “After John had proclaimed before His coming a baptism of repentance to all the
people of Israel.” (Acts 13:24; 20:28)
11   “I [John] did not recognize 1Him, but He who sent me to baptize in water said to
me, ‘He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the
One who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.’ (John 1:33) and “For by one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were
all made to drink of one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many.” (1
Corinthians 12:13-14)
12   “In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of
promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of
God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.” and “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit
of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.” (Ephesians 1:13-14;
4:30)
13   “Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the
Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. “That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” (John 3:5-6).
14   “And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to
stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49)
15   “For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy
Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be
among you for your sake.” (1 Thessalonians 1:5)
16   “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.” (Galatians
5:22-23)
17   “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.” (Galatians
5:22-23)
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18   “Concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; “He will glorify Me, for He
will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.” (John 16:9, 14)
19   “He may establish your hearts without blame in holiness before our God and Father
at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints, according to the foreknowledge of
God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be
sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.” (1
Thessalonians 3:13) and “behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon
you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” (1
Pet. 1:2)
20   “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but
according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy
Spirit,” (Titus 3:5)
21   “To be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest the gospel
of God, so that my offering of the Gentiles may become acceptable, sanctified by the
Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:16)
22   “That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened
with power through His Spirit in the inner man,” (Ephesians 3:16) and “you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the
earth;” and “they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.” (Acts 1:8; 2:4); and “my message
and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the
Spirit and of power.” (I Corinthians 2:4)
23   “And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.”(Acts 2:4); and “When they had
prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness.” (Acts 4:29-
31); and “They laid hands on the apostles and put them in a public jail. But during the
night an angel of the Lord opened the gates of the prison, and taking them out he said,
“Go, stand and speak to the people in the temple the whole message of this Life.” (Acts
5:18-20)
24   “For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word
of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, and to
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and
to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various
kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. But one and the same
Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.” (1
Corinthians 12:8-11)
25   “He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.” (John
16:14)
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26   “The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep,
and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.” (Genesis 1:2) and
“The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me life.” (Job
33:4)
27   “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His
Spirit who dwells in you.” (Romans 8:11)
28   “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin
and of death. For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God
did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He
condemned sin in the flesh, so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us,
who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.” (Romans 8:2-4)
and “Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts,
crying, “Abba! Father!” (Galatians 4:6)
29   “The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach
you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.” (John 14:26)
30   “When He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He
will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will
disclose to you what is to come.” (John 16:13)
31   “For awe are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in
Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh,” (Philippians 3:3).
32   “Through Holy Spirit we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.”
(Ephesians 2:18)
33   “However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God
dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to
Him. If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive
because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your
mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. So then, brethren, we are under
obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— for if you are living
according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the
deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these
are sons of God.” (Romans 8:9-14) and “Because you are sons, God has sent forth the
Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” (Galatians 4:6).
34   “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin
and of death. For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God
did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He
condemned sin in the flesh, so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us,
who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.” (Romans 8:2-4)
and “Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts,
crying, “Abba! Father!” (Galatians 4:6)


