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In Luke’s gospel we hear the emphasis on God's love for the poor, the disadvantaged,

minorities, outcasts, sinners and lepers. So why does Jesus instruct his disciples using a

parable about an unjust steward. How did the story of the dishonest manager inform his

followers and how are we informed by this parable?

Surely Jesus was not teaching the disciples – or teaching us – that we should imitate

the actions of the dishonest manager. That would have been as repugnant to them as it is

to us. No, what should be imitated is the steward’s shrewdness in the use of possessions –

even though the possessions were not his own.

Consider this: the parable of the unjust steward is really about the Kingdom of God.

Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem to do what he must to to usher in God’ kingdom here on

earth. In teaching about a steward of the master, a manager who was decisive when faced

with a crisis, Jesus was encouraging his listeners – and us – not to waver in deciding to

follow him and to carry on his message of God’s kingdom. In his story, when the master

returns and hears of the manager’s shrewdness, he does not retaliate. The master did not

beat the steward; he did not punish him. In God’s kingdom, a kingdom of justice and

power, masters do not get even. Remember that Jesus taught them – and us – non-

retaliation. He taught them – and us – to love our enemies.

What are we to make of Jesus teaching: “Make to yourselves friends by means of the

mammon of unrighteousness; and when it fails you, they will receive you into everlasting

habitations.” Are we to make friends for ourselves by means of dishonest wealth, so that

when it is gone the children of light may welcome us into our eternal homes? The Greek

word “mammon” is translated as dishonest wealth, but “mammon” is very close to the

same word in Hebrew and Aramaic meaning that in which one puts one’s trust. In the



Qumran Rule for the Community the understanding of mammon can be clarified further

to be simply an idiom for all money (IQS 6:2, CD – Damascus Document – 14:20).

Wealth does tend to lead us astray. And, as many who have put their trust in money

have learned in the recent economic crises, earthly goods do fail. So we must be prudent,

yes, as the unjust steward in Jesus’s parable was prudent in using the things in his life to

ensure his future. Think of all the good gifts of this life that have come from God. Our

wealth is everything – everything that God has given us, and we must take care of God’s

gifts so that we may be welcomed by the benevolent master as enter into God’s kingdom.

Lord, may it be so. Amen.


