
1 of 3

A Homily by                         “Jesus gave himself again and again and again”
The Reverend Jo Popham       Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost B

August 12, 2012
II Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33

Psalm 130
Ephesians 4:25-5:2

John 6:35, 41-51

 My brother Eddie is an evangelist, not unlike John in some ways. He would not claim

this distinction, but I do for him. Ed is not ordained, except by his baptism and

confirmation, but he has brought many to know God and to believe through the love of

Jesus – Jesus who said I am the bread of life. He does this through persistence. Eddie’s

current senior warden (the equivalent of our incumbent’s warden) came to Eddie’s church

because Ed invited him again and again and again. He told his friend about Jesus and the

holy food that Jesus offers, food that is the bread of life, the bread of life that came down

from heaven.

We know this Jesus. He was the son of Joseph the carpenter. We have heard about this

man’s parents, Mary and Joseph. How then could Jesus have come down from heaven?

Good question….very good question.

The Jewish authorities wondered how Jesus could have truthfully said: “I am the

bread that came down from heaven.”

Jesus said: “I am the bread of life. I am the bread that came down from heaven. I am

the bread of life. I am the living bread that came down from heaven.” And he said too

that he was the water of life, for whoever comes to him will never be hungry or thirsty.

These “I am” statements are the Eucharistic focus of John’s Gospel. [For many today

who hear the Gospel, there will be an ellipse in the appointed lectionary Gospel reading,

one that leaves out verses 36 – 40, critical verses for the Jewish authorities, and the main

reason, I think, for their condemnation of Jesus. So we have read this story in its entirety.]

The Jews were offended because of Jesus ‘s claim of divinity. For a man, born of
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human parents to be from God, to have come from heaven from God, really upset their

theology and their sensibilities. Many 1st century Jews were monotheistic. For them there

could be only one God. It had cost the Jews dearly to embrace monotheism. They had to

give up their household gods. They had to expand their rules and laws to keep themselves

pure from the world. In the ancient pagan world many had sacrificed to their personal and

household gods, Jews and non-Jews alike. When they came to understand that there was

but one God, and Jerusalem was where God was worshipped, they had to segregate

themselves from the larger society. Then they offered sacrifice only at the Temple. They

created the many household and purity laws to keep themselves isolated from the

influence of the world, and in so doing lost their influence in the world. For Jesus to be

living food, sustaining water was abhorrent to the Jews, for it was God who had fed them

with manna in the wilderness. The Jews learned about God from Torah and from the

Prophets. But Jesus said the way for people to know God was through himself.

Jesus had come down from heaven, from God, to make God’s will visible – to make

God’s will known – to all humankind – all humankind. This is the key to understanding

John, my friends. All of Jesus’s life and work on earth was to reveal God’s will for us.

In John’s gospel there is no institution of the Eucharist, because all of Jesus’s life is

the sacrament. To share in the Eucharist is to participate in life-giving regenerating food

– unlike manna that had perished. Rather partaking in the body and blood of Christ gave

– and gives – life, and life eternal. Eating and drinking at the Lord’s Supper – taking part

in the Eucharist meal – is not just about remembering or commemorating one particular

event, it is sharing in all of Jesus’s life. Yes, we are called to remember, to recall Jesus’s

words and deeds, but we also are called to re-member Jesus – to recreate – to be the body

of Christ Jesus in our time. By participating in the Eucharist a bond is forged between

Jesus and the believer. A relationship is created between Jesus and us that holds the

promise of eternal life. And with this relationship comes responsibility.

When we take Christ into ourselves we have the promise of life. This is good news
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that must be shared. Rather than set up rules and laws to separate ourselves from the

world, it is our duty to take the good food we have to offer to the world. Through the

body and blood of Christ Jesus we are empowered to feed the world – literally and

figuratively.

Jesus came down from heaven to reveal the will of God to all people. Some might

interpret “whoever comes to me” to mean that we must be proactive in choosing Jesus so

that we can have eternal food and life everlasting. But Jesus also addressed those who

saw him and did not believe. Jesus also claimed those ones saying that  “Everything that

the Father gives me will come to me”….and  that he would “ lose nothing of all that [God

had] given [him] [but rather those who had been given him also would be raised] up on

the last day.” We must seek a balance between our freedom to respond in faith and God’s

initiative in giving people to Jesus. Yes, God sent Jesus to all humankind, but we also

have free will to respond or not respond to God’s initiative. I think we must remember

that God gave everyone to Jesus, even if some reject him. It could be that their rejection

is just for this present time, not for all of God’s time.

When we pray for our loved ones who do not yet believe or for those who have known

and chosen then to reject our Lord, let us remember that Jesus came to be the living bread

for all humankind – whether they know it or not. He did not come for just those we think

of as the chosen. For Jesus came to feed all people, to reveal God’s will to everyone.

Let us remember that we have good food to offer the world. We are a Eucharistic

people, and we are meant to share the life-giving food that we enjoy with all people.

Jesus gave himself as living bread again and again and again. Let us all be like my

brother Eddie, and share this life-giving good news with all those that God has given to

Jesus – to all people.

Lord, may it be so. Amen.


