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Jesus wept. Jesus wept. We know (from John’s Gospel) that Jesus wept at the tomb of

his friend Lazarus (John 11:35). Jesus wept in the Garden of Gethsemane as he took on

all our sins (Luke 22:44).  Here in our Luke’s Gospel we hear that he wept over the city

of the Lord. What a strange setting for our Lord to cry.

It was just after Jesus’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem. He rode in on a colt with his

follower’s garments on the colt’s back. His disciples and the crowd has called out

“Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in

the highest” (Luke 19:38). Some Pharisees were among the multitude and asked Jesus to

rebuke his disciples. But Jesus claimed who he was when he answered them and said: “I

tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out”

19:40). How he longed to go to the temple – to his Father’s house – to worship. But when

he saw the city it was he who cried. He shed tears of disappointment, tears of sadness,

perhaps tears of betrayal over what Jerusalem had become.

God’s house, the great temple of Jerusalem, had become a den of thieves. Jesus was

referring to Jeremiah’s prophecy about the Jewish peoples living in a den of thieves

(7:11). The prophet Jeremiah spoke of those who burned incense to Baal and those who

sought other gods that they did not even know.

Many of the Jews were offended because of Jesus ‘s claim of divinity. For a man, born

of human parents to be from God, to be the “King that cometh in the name of the Lord” –

to have come down from heaven from God – really upset their theology and their

sensibilities. Many 1st century Jews were monotheistic. For them there could be only one

God. It had cost the Jews dearly to embrace monotheism. They had to give up their

household gods. They had expanded their rules and laws to keep themselves pure from

the world. In the ancient pagan world many Jews had sacrificed to their personal and



household gods, as did non-Jews. Then they came to understand that there was but one

God, and Jerusalem was where God was worshipped, they had to segregate themselves

from the larger society. They offered sacrifice only at the Temple. They created the many

household and purity laws to keep themselves isolated from the influence of the world,

and in so doing lost their influence in the world. For Jesus to be living food, sustaining

water was abhorrent to the Jews, for it was God who had fed them with manna in the

wilderness. The Jews learned about God from Torah and from the Prophets. But Jesus

had come to teach that the way for people to know God was through himself.

Jesus had come down from heaven, from God, to make God’s will visible – to make

God’s will known – to all humankind – all humankind. This is the key to understanding

Jesus’s life and work on earth. He came to reveal God’s will for us – for us all.

Jesus also recalled the prophecy of Isaiah (56:7) where strangers were welcomed to

the Lord’s house of prayer to be joined with God’s people to serve God and to love God.

Is it any wonder that Jesus wept. He wept for God’s people who thought they knew

God and for those who had yet to know God. Jesus had come to reveal the will of God to

all people. There must be a balance between our freedom to respond in faith and God’s

initiative in sending Jesus to the whole world. Yes, God sent Jesus to all humankind, but

we also have free will to respond or not respond to God’s initiative. I think we must

remember that God gave everyone to Jesus, even if some reject him. It could be that their

rejection is just for this present time, not for all of God’s time.

When we pray for our loved ones who do not yet believe or for those who have known

and chosen then to reject our Lord, let us remember that Jesus came to be the living bread

for all humankind – whether they know it or not – he did not come just those we think of

as the chosen. For Jesus came to feed all people, to reveal God’s will to everyone.

Let us remember that we have good food to offer the world. We are a Eucharistic

people, and we are meant to share Jesus – the life-giving food that we enjoy – with all

people. May we never cause Jesus to weep again.



Lord, may it be so. Amen.

THE COLLECT.

LET thy merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of thy humble servants; and that

they may obtain their petitions make them to ask such things as shall please thee; through

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE EPISTLE. 1 Corinthians 12. 1.

CONCERNING spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. You know that

when you were Gentiles, you were carried away unto these dumb idols, even as you were

led. Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God

calleth Jesus accursed; and that no man can say JESUS IS LORD, but by the Holy Spirit.

Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are diversities of

ministrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of operations, but it is the

same God, who worketh all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every

man for the common good. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to

another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to

another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to

another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to

another the interpretation of tongues. But all these worketh that one and the self-same

Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.

THE GOSPEL. St Luke 19. 41.

AND when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, saying, If thou hadst

known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but

now they are hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies

shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side,

and shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not

leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.



And he went into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold therein, and them that

bought, saying unto them, It is written, My house is the house of prayer: but ye have

made it a den of thieves. And he taught daily in the temple.


