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 A Homily by                “giving with humility and generous hearts”
The Reverend Jo Popham November 11, 2012 (Remembrance Sunday)

Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17
Psalm 127

Hebrews 9:24-28
Mark 12:38-44

Today we remember all those who have served this country, many who have given the

ultimate sacrifice. We remember them by name. But some names we do not know, but

God knows. Names mean so much.

In the Book of Ruth we remember Naomi whose name means “my gracious one” or

“my delight,” and she was the apple of her father’s eye. She was betrothed to Elimelech

at an early age, which was the custom. Elimelech means “my God is King, ” and he was a

Jew, of the tribe of Judah. Naomi was a Gentile, a Moabite by birth, but she became a

Jew. God blessed Naomi with two boys, Mahlon (whose name means infirmity) and

Chilion (whose name means pining or failing). Famine drove this family out of Judah to

the heathen land of Moab. Naomi's two sons married two local Moabite women called

Orpah (meaning neck)  and Ruth (meaning friend). Ten years later the men in Naomi’s

life died, all of them, leaving Naomi a widow. Naomi and her daughters-in-law were

destitute, for in ancient patriarchal society little was done for widows.

Naomi heard that the famine had ended in Judah so she decided to go there. She urged

her two daughters-in-law to leave her so that they might find new husbands. Orpah kissed

Naomi and left her. But every faithful Ruth clung to Naomi saying:

‘Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from following you!
Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be
my people, and your God my God. Where you die, I will die; there will I be
buried. May the Lord do thus and so to me, and more as well, if even death
parts me from you!’

And so Ruth returned with Naomi to Judah. When they arrived in Bethlehem the people

recognized Naomi and called her by name. But Naomi told them she had changed her
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name to Mara, which means bitter because she felt that God had dealt with her too

harshly. It was at the beginning of the barley harvest. Those who reaped the grain were

required to leave some grain for the poor (including widows) to glean. Ruth went to glean

in Boaz’s field. Boaz’s name meant “a pillar of strenth.” Now Boaz was Elimelech’s

kinsman. Boaz noticed Ruth and favoured her; he had learned of her fidelity to Naomi.

Naomi saw Boaz’ kindness as a gift from God.

Naomi instructs Ruth how to woo Boaz, but their encounter was entirely respectable.

Boaz’s too was honourable but cunning, as well, in his methods to reclaim the land that

was once Elimelech’s to keep as an inheritance for Ruth and Naomi (and himself). So

Ruth the Moabite married into Boaz’s family.  God blessed them with a son Obed

(meaning servant), and Naomi became a grandmother and was taken into the household

as the baby’s nurse. We know that Obed (meaning servant) became the father of Jesse

who became the father of David. And 35 generations later Jesus was born to Mary. So

David had foreign blood. Marrying foreigners then no longer was unacceptable.

God’s love that we experience through the life of Jesus the Christ – through his

redemption – offers hope and freedom to all no matter what nationality, race, or creed.

We are all bound together by blood, foreign blood and the blood of Christ Jesus. We all

belong to the same family.

Might Naomi and Ruth be good models for us – for our family? In Ruth we learn that

people of all nations have a place in God’s kingdom. We all belong to the same family.

None of us would turn away a member of our family who was hungry or in need. We no

longer live in a patriarchal society where women are treated as property, often as

unwanted property, to be cast aside in times of war, when the husband is killed, or when

warfare has left the land unable to bring forth life!

Thousands of years after Naomi and Ruth’s story we have another widow’s story from

the Gospel of Mark. We all remember this as the story the “widow’s mite.” When people

came forward to contribute to the treasury of the Jewish church, the many rich put in
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much money for they had much. But the poor widow gave two small copper coins which

was all the money that she had in this world. And Jesus told his disciples – and he is

telling us – that the widow put in more than all the rich.

Out of his abundance Boaz found a way to feed then support two destitute widows

Ruth and Naomi. I wonder if we treat our widows and those that Jesus still tries to teach

us to love and care for any better these days?

They say that the greatest challenge for us Christians is not how to spread the Gospel

but how to live it.1 I would say that to live the Gospel is how we ought to spread it. And

humility is a big step towards living as God would have us live. Today’s lessons from

Ruth and in Mark’s gospel teach us that generosity is the essence of the nature of God.2 If

Naomi had had a way to come into her inheritance on her own and thus care for her

daughters-in-law, she would have done so gladly. If the widow in Mark’s Gospel had had

many riches, she would have given it all to God. But they both did what they could. For

the widows in the Book of Ruth and for the widow in Mark’s gospel it was the

disposition of their souls that mattered – and still matters – most to God. This is still true

today. Could it be that the last part of us to be converted is our pocketbooks?3 The Bible

speaks so often of money and money’s control over us. Whether we have much or

whether we have little, if we give with generous hearts, then that is all that matters to

God.

May we remember always those whose names are dear to us and those unknown to us

who have given of themselves on our behalf. May we too learn to give of ourselves for

the benefit of all God’s people with generous hearts but also with humility.

Lord, may it be so.

Amen.
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1  Richard Giles, quoting Sheila Cassidy, in his book Mark my Word, p. 98. She is a noted
writer, but a doctor and terrorist victim. She is a Roman Catholic philosopher and
theologian who has written Audacity to Believe, Made for Laughter, Sharing the
Darkness and The Creation.
2  Ibid. p. 100.
3 Ibid., Giles quoting D. L.Moody (1837–1899) who was an American evangelist,
founder of what would become the Moody Bible Institute, and was closely involved in
the YMCA.


